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Q1

Are electric fireplaces safe for Calgary homes with young children?

Electric fireplaces are generally the safest fireplace option for Calgary homes with young children, as they

eliminate the risks of gas leaks, carbon monoxide, and real flames while still providing supplemental heat during

Calgary's long winter season.

Safety advantages for families make electric fireplaces particularly appealing in homes with toddlers and young

children. The flame effect is created by LED lights and mirrors — there's no actual fire, no hot glass doors that can

cause burns, and no risk of carbon monoxide poisoning. Most electric fireplaces have cool-touch glass fronts,

though the heating element can still get warm during operation. The units shut off automatically if tipped over, and

many models include child safety locks on the controls. Unlike gas fireplaces that continue producing heat for 15-20

minutes after shutdown, electric units cool down within minutes of being turned off.

Temperature control and safety features in modern electric fireplaces provide excellent protection for curious

children. The heating function operates independently from the flame effect, so you can run the visual ambiance

without any heat output — perfect for year-round enjoyment without safety concerns. Built-in thermostats prevent

overheating, and most units include timer functions that automatically shut off the fireplace after a set period. The

absence of a pilot light, gas connections, or combustion air intakes eliminates multiple potential hazards that exist

with gas fireplaces.

Calgary-specific considerations make electric fireplaces even more practical for families. During Calgary's

extreme cold snaps of -25°C to -35°C, an electric fireplace providing 5,100 BTU (1,500 watts) of zone heating can

meaningfully warm a family room or playroom where children spend time. At current Alberta electricity rates,

operating costs run approximately $0.15-$0.20 per hour — reasonable for supplemental heating in the rooms you

use most. Electric fireplaces continue working during chinook wind events that can affect natural draft in gas

fireplaces, and they're unaffected by the pressure changes that sometimes cause backdrafting issues.

Installation safety is straightforward since electric fireplaces require no gas permits, no venting through walls or

roofs, and no combustion air supply modifications that could affect your home's air quality. Wall-mounted units

should be installed into wall studs and positioned high enough that children cannot reach the controls — typically

48-54 inches from the floor. Built-in electric fireplaces that require a dedicated electrical circuit need a certified

electrician and electrical permit, but the installation process doesn't involve any of the gas line work or chimney

modifications that create temporary safety hazards during installation.

Practical tips for child safety include choosing models with cool-touch glass, positioning the unit away from high-

traffic play areas, and teaching children that even though there's no real fire, the heating element can still get warm.

Consider models with remote controls so you can operate the fireplace without children accessing the main

Calgary Fireplaces — calgaryfireplaces.com — Generated May 10, 2026



controls. Many Calgary families appreciate that electric fireplaces can provide the cozy ambiance of a fire year-

round without the seasonal maintenance requirements and safety inspections needed for gas or wood-burning

fireplaces.

When to hire a professional for electric fireplace installation includes any hardwired built-in units requiring a

dedicated 20-amp circuit, wall-mounting installations where you're unsure about wall stud locations, or integration

with existing entertainment centers where electrical routing becomes complex.

Need help finding an electrician for a built-in electric fireplace installation? Calgary Fireplaces can match you with

local contractors through the Calgary Construction Network.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

Allure Residential & Commercial inc

Durable Decks

BOND CONTRACTING & CONSTRUCTION INC

Upper Cut Landscaping LTD

View all contractors ?

Q2

How much does a wall-mount electric fireplace cost to install in Calgary?

A wall-mount electric fireplace typically costs $1,500-$4,000 installed in Calgary, with the unit itself ranging

from $800-$2,500 and installation adding $300-$1,500 depending on electrical requirements.

The total cost breaks down into several components. Simple plug-in units that use an existing outlet are the most

affordable option — you're essentially paying for the fireplace unit ($800-$1,800) plus basic mounting and setup

($200-$400). These units plug into a standard 120V outlet and provide up to 5,100 BTU of heat, which is adequate

for zone heating a single room during Calgary's cold winters.

Hardwired installations cost significantly more because they require a dedicated 240V circuit and electrical permit

from the City of Calgary. The electrical work must be performed by a certified electrician and inspected by a Safety

Codes Officer, adding $800-$1,500 to the project cost. However, hardwired units often provide better heat output
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and eliminate the cord visibility that some homeowners dislike with plug-in models.

Premium linear electric fireplaces with realistic LED flame effects and multiple heat settings range from $1,500-

$2,500 for the unit alone. These modern designs — often 50-60 inches wide — create a dramatic focal point and

work particularly well in contemporary Calgary homes. Installation complexity increases with larger units, especially

if you're building a custom media wall or stone surround around the fireplace.

Calgary's electrical rates make operating costs a consideration for electric fireplaces used as supplemental

heating. At current Alberta electricity rates of roughly $0.12-$0.16 per kWh, running an electric fireplace costs

approximately $0.18-$0.24 per hour on high heat — about 3-4 times more expensive than a gas fireplace using

ATCO Gas. However, electric fireplaces excel for ambiance and occasional zone heating, and they continue

working during Calgary's chinook wind events that can affect natural gas appliance draft.

Installation permits are required only for hardwired units needing new electrical circuits. The electrical permit

typically costs $100-$150, and the work must pass a Safety Codes Officer inspection before the unit can be

operated. Plug-in units using existing outlets don't require permits, making them popular for condos and rental

properties where permit approval might be complicated.

Wall-mount electric fireplaces are ideal for Calgary condos and townhomes where gas venting through

exterior walls may be restricted by condo board rules or impractical due to building design. They're also excellent

secondary fireplaces for bedrooms, home offices, or basement family rooms where running a gas line would be

expensive.

For electrical work on hardwired installations, find certified electricians through the Calgary Construction Network.

Need help finding a fireplace installer for your wall-mount electric project? Calgary Fireplaces can match you with

local professionals for free estimates.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

Radon Lab

Mr & Mrs Paintastic Inc

Ardco Construction

Canadian Closet

View all contractors ?
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Q3

How much does a built-in electric fireplace media wall cost in Calgary?

A built-in electric fireplace media wall typically costs $3,000-$7,000 in Calgary, with the electric fireplace unit

itself ranging from $800-$2,500 and the custom media wall construction adding $2,000-$4,500 for materials and

labour.

The electric fireplace unit is the smaller portion of your total cost. Quality built-in electric fireplaces from brands

like Napoleon, Dimplex, or Modern Flames range from $800-$2,500 depending on size and features. A 50-inch

linear unit with realistic LED flames and multiple heat settings runs $1,200-$1,800, while premium 60-72 inch

models with advanced flame effects can reach $2,000-$2,500. These units require a dedicated 20-amp circuit,

which adds $300-$600 for electrical work by a certified electrician.

The media wall construction represents the majority of your investment. A basic drywall media wall with painted

finish runs $2,000-$3,000, while custom millwork with built-in shelving, hidden cable management, and premium

finishes can reach $4,000-$4,500. Popular Calgary finishes include shiplap accent walls ($25-$35 per square foot),

natural stone veneer ($40-$60 per square foot), or sleek painted MDF with integrated LED lighting. The framing,

electrical rough-in, drywall, and finishing typically require 2-3 days of skilled carpentry work.

Calgary's long heating season makes the heating function genuinely useful rather than purely decorative. Electric

fireplaces provide up to 5,100 BTU (1,500 watts) of supplemental heat, which effectively warms a 400-500 square

foot room during Calgary's cold winters. At current Alberta electricity rates of roughly $0.12-$0.16 per kWh, running

the heater costs about $0.18-$0.24 per hour — more expensive than ATCO Gas but still reasonable for zone

heating your main living area.

Installation requires an electrical permit from the City of Calgary when adding a dedicated circuit. The electrical

work must be performed by a certified electrician and inspected by a Safety Codes Officer. Permit fees run $100-

$150. The fireplace unit itself plugs into a standard outlet, but built-in installations typically use a hardwired

connection for a cleaner appearance.

Timing considerations include that electrical and carpentry work can be done year-round, but demand for skilled

finishing carpenters peaks during Calgary's renovation season from April through October. Winter installations may

have slightly higher labour costs due to reduced contractor availability, but the work itself isn't weather-dependent

since it's entirely interior.

The main advantage of electric over gas for media walls is installation flexibility — no venting requirements, no

gas line connection, and no combustion clearances. This makes electric ideal for condos, townhomes, or interior

walls where running gas venting would be impractical or expensive.
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Need help finding a fireplace installer? Calgary Fireplaces can match you with local contractors who specialize in

electric fireplace media walls for a free estimate on your project.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

New Earth Waste Services Ltd

True North Overhead Doors

PLATINUM Pool & Spa Services Ltd

Mayken Hazmat Solutions LTD

View all contractors ?
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Q4

Can I control an electric fireplace with a smart home system in my Calgary
home?

Yes, most modern electric fireplaces can be integrated with smart home systems, and Calgary's tech-savvy

homeowners are increasingly adding fireplace automation to their connected homes. Electric fireplaces are

actually the easiest fireplace type to automate since they run on standard household electricity without gas lines or

complex venting systems.

Smart Control Options for Electric Fireplaces

The simplest approach is using a smart plug or smart outlet for plug-in electric fireplace units. Devices like TP-

Link Kasa, Amazon Smart Plug, or Wyze plugs let you control power remotely through smartphone apps and

integrate with Alexa, Google Assistant, or Apple HomeKit. You can schedule your fireplace to turn on 30 minutes

before you arrive home from work, ensuring your living room is cozy when Calgary temperatures hit -25°C.

However, smart plugs only control power on/off — you'll need to manually set heat levels and flame brightness on

the fireplace itself.

For more sophisticated control, many premium electric fireplace manufacturers now offer built-in WiFi

connectivity and dedicated smartphone apps. Brands like Napoleon, Dimplex, and Modern Flames include smart

features in their higher-end models, allowing you to adjust heat output, flame brightness, colour settings, and timer

functions remotely. These units often integrate directly with major smart home platforms without requiring additional

hardware.

Hardwired electric fireplaces can be connected to smart wall switches or smart thermostats for more seamless

integration. A smart thermostat can automatically activate your electric fireplace for zone heating when your main

furnace struggles during Calgary's brutal January cold snaps, potentially reducing your ATCO Gas heating costs by

focusing warmth where you need it most.

Smart Home Platform Integration

Most electric fireplace smart controls work with Amazon Alexa, Google Assistant, and Apple HomeKit, allowing

voice commands like "Alexa, turn on the living room fireplace" or "Hey Google, set the fireplace to 70 degrees." You

can create automation routines — for example, having your fireplace automatically turn on when your smart

thermostat detects the temperature dropping below a certain point, or having it activate as part of an evening

routine that also dims lights and adjusts window coverings.

Advanced smart home systems like Control4, Lutron, or Savant can integrate electric fireplaces into whole-home

automation scenes. Imagine a "Movie Night" scene that dims lights, lowers window shades, adjusts room
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temperature, and turns on your fireplace with a single button press.

Practical Considerations for Calgary Homes

Calgary's extreme temperature swings during chinook events make smart fireplace control particularly valuable.

You can remotely turn off your fireplace when a chinook rapidly warms outdoor temperatures from -20°C to +10°C,

preventing your home from overheating. Smart scheduling also helps during Calgary's long heating season —

program your fireplace to provide supplemental heat during peak evening hours when you're home, then

automatically shut off overnight to save on electricity costs.

Installation Requirements

Smart plug solutions require no special installation — just plug and configure. Built-in smart fireplaces need a

standard electrical connection, and hardwired units require a dedicated circuit installed by a certified electrician with

an electrical permit from the City of Calgary. The electrical work must be inspected by a Safety Codes Officer

before operation.

Cost Considerations

Smart plugs cost $15-$40, while electric fireplaces with built-in smart features typically add $200-$500 to the unit

price. At Alberta's electricity rates of roughly $0.12-$0.16 per kWh, smart scheduling can reduce operating costs by

ensuring your fireplace only runs when needed — particularly valuable given that electric heating costs 3-4 times

more per BTU than ATCO Gas.

Need help finding an electric fireplace installer who understands smart home integration? Calgary Fireplaces can

match you with local contractors experienced in modern electric fireplace technology and smart home systems.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

Venkor Group Inc

Radon Lab

Dealtwith.

BOND CONTRACTING & CONSTRUCTION INC

View all contractors ?
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Q5

Can an electric fireplace be recessed into an existing wall in a Calgary home?

Yes, an electric fireplace can absolutely be recessed into an existing wall in a Calgary home, but it requires

proper planning for electrical supply, wall framing modifications, and heat clearances. This is one of the

most popular electric fireplace installations because it creates a sleek, built-in appearance without the venting

requirements of gas fireplaces.

Wall Construction and Framing Requirements

Most Calgary homes built after 1980 use standard 2x4 or 2x6 stud construction with 16" or 24" on-center spacing,

which works well for recessed electric fireplace installation. The key is ensuring adequate wall depth — most

recessed electric fireplaces need 4-6 inches of depth, so a standard 2x4 wall (3.5" actual depth) may require furring

out or using a shallow-profile unit. Newer Calgary homes with 2x6 exterior walls provide plenty of depth for most

recessed models.

You'll need to modify the wall framing to create the rough opening, which typically involves cutting studs and

installing a header beam to support the load above. This work requires a building permit from the City of Calgary if

it's a load-bearing wall, and you should consult a structural engineer for walls supporting floor joists or roof loads.

Interior partition walls are usually easier to modify, but always verify what's inside the wall first — electrical wiring,

plumbing, or HVAC ducts can complicate the installation.

Electrical Requirements and Permits

Most recessed electric fireplaces require a dedicated 20-amp circuit because they draw 12-15 amps at full heat

output (1,500 watts). This means running new electrical cable from your panel to the fireplace location, which

requires an electrical permit from the City of Calgary and must be done by a certified electrician. The permit fee is

typically $100-150, and the electrical work adds $300-800 to your project cost depending on the distance from your

panel.

Some smaller recessed units can operate on existing 15-amp circuits if you're not using the heater function

simultaneously with other high-draw appliances, but a dedicated circuit is always the safer choice and prevents

nuisance breaker trips during Calgary's cold winters when you're most likely to use the heat function.

Heat Management and Clearances

Electric fireplaces generate heat through internal fan-forced heaters, so proper clearance around the unit is critical

for safe operation and longevity. Most manufacturers require 6-12 inches of clearance above the unit and 3-6

inches on the sides within the wall cavity. You'll also need to ensure adequate ventilation — some recessed models

require small ventilation grilles at the top and bottom of the installation to allow air circulation.
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Calgary's dry winter air (often below 20% humidity) can affect electronic components, so choose a unit with good

build quality and avoid the cheapest models that may not handle our climate well. Units from established

manufacturers like Dimplex, Napoleon, or Amantii typically perform better in Calgary's temperature extremes.

Installation Process and Costs

The complete project typically costs $2,500-5,000 in Calgary, including the fireplace unit ($800-2,500), electrical

work ($300-800), framing modifications ($400-1,000), and finishing work like drywall, paint, and trim ($300-700). If

you're adding a decorative surround or built-in media wall, add another $1,000-3,000 for materials and labor.

The installation sequence involves: electrical rough-in and permit inspection, wall framing modifications, fireplace

unit installation, drywall and finishing, final electrical connections and inspection, and trim/surround installation. The

entire process typically takes 2-4 days spread over 1-2 weeks to accommodate permit inspections.

When to Hire Professionals

The electrical work must be done by a certified electrician — this is not a DIY project. For the framing modifications,

hire a carpenter or general contractor if you're not experienced with structural work, especially if it involves load-

bearing walls. The fireplace unit installation itself is often straightforward once the rough opening is prepared, but

having a professional ensure proper clearances and ventilation prevents future problems.

Need help finding qualified contractors for your recessed electric fireplace project? Calgary Fireplaces can match

you with local professionals who handle the electrical, framing, and installation work through the Calgary

Construction Network.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

Jk Stucco

Dealtwith.

BOND CONTRACTING & CONSTRUCTION INC

Wise Abatement

View all contractors ?

Q6
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What is the difference between LED and holographic flame electric fireplaces?

LED electric fireplaces use light-emitting diodes to create flame effects, while holographic electric

fireplaces use specialized projection technology to create three-dimensional flame illusions. Both are

modern electric fireplace technologies that have largely replaced older incandescent bulb systems, but they achieve

realistic flame effects through different methods.

LED flame technology is the current standard in electric fireplaces and uses arrays of colored LED lights

combined with rotating reflectors, mirrors, and translucent screens to simulate flickering flames. The LEDs cycle

through orange, red, and yellow colors while mechanical components create movement patterns that mimic real fire

behavior. Quality LED systems like those found in Napoleon, Dimplex, and Modern Flames electric fireplaces can

produce surprisingly realistic flame effects with multiple flame height settings, color variations, and speed controls.

LED systems are energy-efficient, long-lasting (typically 50,000+ hours), and generate minimal heat from the

lighting components themselves.

Holographic flame technology is a newer, premium approach that uses laser projection or advanced optical

systems to create three-dimensional flame images that appear to float in space within the firebox. These systems

project flame patterns onto specially designed screens or use volumetric display technology to create flames that

appear to have genuine depth and dimension. The holographic effect can be viewed from multiple angles and often

includes realistic ember beds and log details. However, holographic electric fireplaces are significantly more

expensive than LED models and are primarily found in high-end commercial installations or luxury residential units.

For Calgary homeowners, LED electric fireplaces are the practical choice for several reasons. They're widely

available through local fireplace dealers, cost-effective at $1,500-$5,000 installed, and provide reliable performance

during Calgary's long heating season from October through April. The 1,500-watt heating elements in LED electric

fireplaces produce about 5,100 BTU of supplemental heat — adequate for zone heating a single room during

moderate weather, though insufficient as primary heating during Calgary's -25°C to -35°C winter cold snaps.

Installation considerations for both types are identical in Calgary homes. Wall-mount units simply hang on a

bracket and plug into a standard outlet, while built-in models require a dedicated 15 or 20-amp circuit and electrical

permit from the City of Calgary. The electrical work must be performed by a certified electrician and inspected by a

Safety Codes Officer. Unlike gas fireplaces, electric units require no venting, gas permits, or combustion air supply,

making them ideal for Calgary condos, townhomes, and rooms where gas venting through exterior walls is

impractical.

Maintenance for both LED and holographic systems is minimal compared to gas or wood-burning fireplaces —

just periodic dusting of the glass front and occasional replacement of LED arrays after many years of use. This low-

maintenance aspect makes electric fireplaces popular with Calgary homeowners who want the ambiance of a
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fireplace without the annual service requirements of gas units or the chimney maintenance of wood-burning

systems.

The main limitation of both technologies is heating capacity. At current Alberta electricity rates of 15-20 cents per

kWh, running an electric fireplace costs roughly $0.20-$0.30 per hour — still more economical than baseboard

electric heating but significantly more expensive than ATCO Gas at $3.50-$5.00 per GJ. For primary heating during

Calgary winters, a gas fireplace providing 25,000-40,000 BTU remains the more cost-effective choice.

Need help finding an electric fireplace installer? Calgary Fireplaces can match you with local contractors who

specialize in electric fireplace installation and electrical work through the Calgary Construction Network.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

Makki Abatement

Greenstone landscaping solutions

Royland Stucco

The Original Workshop

View all contractors ?
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Q7

Do I need a dedicated circuit for an electric fireplace in my Calgary home?

Whether you need a dedicated circuit for an electric fireplace depends on the unit's power requirements

and your home's existing electrical capacity. Most plug-in electric fireplaces can use existing outlets, while built-

in and high-output units typically require dedicated circuits and electrical permits.

Plug-in electric fireplaces rated at 1,500 watts (the most common size) can often use existing 15-amp or 20-amp

circuits, provided the circuit isn't already heavily loaded. These units draw about 12.5 amps at full heat output,

leaving minimal capacity for other devices on the same circuit. If you're plugging into a circuit that already serves

multiple outlets, lights, or other appliances, you risk tripping the breaker when running the fireplace on high heat.

The safest approach is to ensure the fireplace is the only significant load on that circuit during operation.

Built-in and hardwired electric fireplaces almost always require dedicated circuits. Units producing more than

1,500 watts of heat, large media wall installations, or fireplaces with multiple heating zones need their own 20-amp

or even 30-amp circuits. These installations require an electrical permit from the City of Calgary, and the work must

be performed by a certified electrician. The electrician will run new wiring from your electrical panel to the fireplace

location and install the appropriate outlet or hardwired connection. A Safety Codes Officer will inspect the

completed work before you can operate the fireplace.

Calgary's electrical rates make the circuit decision more important than in other markets. At current Alberta

electricity rates of roughly $0.12-$0.18 per kWh, running a 1,500-watt electric fireplace costs about $0.18-$0.27 per

hour. While this is still 3-4 times more expensive than running a gas fireplace on ATCO Gas, it's reasonable for

zone heating a single room during Calgary's long heating season. However, overloading circuits and tripping

breakers repeatedly can damage electrical components and create fire hazards.

Practical considerations for Calgary homes: Older homes built before 1980 often have fewer circuits and lower

electrical panel capacity. If your home has a 100-amp service and an older electrical panel, adding a dedicated

circuit for an electric fireplace might require a panel upgrade. Newer homes with 200-amp service typically have the

capacity for additional circuits. During Calgary's extreme cold snaps when your furnace, block heater, and other

electrical heating devices are running continuously, the additional load from an electric fireplace on an overloaded

circuit becomes more problematic.

Installation costs for a dedicated circuit range from $300-$800 in Calgary, depending on the distance from your

electrical panel to the fireplace location and whether the wiring can be run through accessible areas or requires

opening walls. The electrical permit adds another $100-$200. While this increases your project cost, it ensures safe

operation and prevents nuisance breaker trips during Calgary's coldest months when you need the supplemental

heat most.
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For simple plug-in units, start by checking your existing circuit capacity. For built-in installations or units over 1,500

watts, plan on a dedicated circuit from the beginning. Need help finding a qualified electrician for your electric

fireplace installation? The Calgary Construction Network can connect you with certified electrical contractors

familiar with fireplace installations.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

Quality count construction Ltd.

Mike’s Restoration Service

The Original Workshop

Turnbull masonry

View all contractors ?

Q8

Is a plug-in or hardwired electric fireplace better for a Calgary condo?

For most Calgary condo situations, a plug-in electric fireplace is the better choice due to lower installation

costs, rental flexibility, and easier approval processes, though hardwired units offer cleaner aesthetics and higher

heat output for larger spaces.

Plug-in electric fireplaces are the most practical option for Calgary condos because they require no electrical

permits, no condo board approvals for electrical modifications, and no additional electrical work. You simply mount

the unit on the wall and plug it into an existing outlet. This makes them ideal for renters or owners who want

fireplace ambiance without permanent modifications. Modern plug-in units produce realistic LED flame effects and

provide up to 5,100 BTU (1,500 watts) of supplemental heat — adequate for heating a typical condo living room

during Calgary's cold winters when your main heating system needs assistance. Installation costs run $200-$800

for basic mounting, and you can take the unit with you if you move.

Hardwired electric fireplaces require a dedicated 240V circuit and electrical permit from the City of Calgary, plus

condo board approval for the electrical modification. A certified electrician must run new wiring and install a

dedicated breaker, adding $800-$1,500 to your project cost. However, hardwired units can produce up to 10,000

BTU of heat output and offer cleaner aesthetics with no visible cords. They're worth considering for larger condo

Calgary Fireplaces — calgaryfireplaces.com — Generated May 10, 2026



living areas or when you're doing a major renovation that already involves electrical work.

Calgary condo considerations make plug-in units particularly appealing. Many Calgary condos were built in the

1980s-2000s with limited electrical capacity, and adding a 240V circuit may require expensive electrical panel

upgrades. Condo boards often have strict approval processes for electrical modifications, potentially delaying your

project by months. During Calgary's long heating season (October through April), even a 1,500-watt plug-in

fireplace provides meaningful zone heating that reduces your condo's heating costs, especially with Alberta's high

electricity rates making efficient supplemental heating valuable.

Installation requirements differ significantly between the two options. Plug-in units simply mount to wall studs with

heavy-duty brackets and plug into a standard 120V outlet — most homeowners can handle this installation

themselves or hire a handyman for $200-$400. Hardwired units require an electrical permit, certified electrician,

Safety Codes Officer inspection, and often condo board architectural approval, turning a simple fireplace project

into a multi-week process costing $1,200-$2,500 total.

For most Calgary condo owners, start with a high-quality plug-in electric fireplace from brands like Dimplex,

Napoleon, or Touchstone. You'll get immediate fireplace enjoyment, meaningful supplemental heating during

Calgary's brutal winters, and the flexibility to upgrade to hardwired later if you decide the extra heat output justifies

the additional complexity and cost.

Need help finding an electrician for hardwired installation? Find certified electrical contractors through the Calgary

Construction Network at calgaryconstructionnetwork.com.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

The Original Workshop

Venkor Group Inc

Royland Stucco

PLATINUM Pool & Spa Services Ltd

View all contractors ?

Q9
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What is the best electric fireplace for a Calgary basement rec room?

For a Calgary basement rec room, a built-in electric fireplace with realistic LED flames and 1,500-watt

heating capability is your best choice. Look for units from Napoleon, Dimplex, or Amantii in the 50-60 inch range

that can be recessed into a feature wall or media center.

Electric fireplaces are ideal for Calgary basements because they require no venting, gas lines, or chimney

systems — perfect for below-grade spaces where installing gas venting would be expensive and complicated. A

quality electric unit provides 5,100 BTU of supplemental heat, which is sufficient to warm a typical 300-400 square

foot rec room during Calgary's long winter months when basements can feel particularly cold and unwelcoming.

Built-in units offer the most realistic appearance and best heat distribution for a rec room setting. Models like

the Napoleon Allure or Dimplex Prism mount flush into a framed wall opening and can be surrounded with stone,

tile, or a custom media wall. The latest LED flame technology creates remarkably convincing fire effects with

adjustable flame height, ember bed glow, and even crackling sound effects. Unlike older electric fireplaces with

orange ribbon flames, modern units produce realistic yellow and blue flames that are difficult to distinguish from

gas.

For Calgary's electrical costs, budget approximately $0.15-$0.20 per hour to run the heating function at

Alberta electricity rates. The flame effects use minimal power (under 10 watts) and can run independently of the

heater, so you can enjoy the ambiance year-round without heating costs. This makes electric fireplaces more

economical than gas for occasional use, though gas remains cheaper for primary heating during Calgary's -30°C

cold snaps.

Installation considerations for basement rec rooms include ensuring adequate electrical supply — most built-in

units require a dedicated 20-amp circuit and electrical permit for hardwired installation. The electrical work must be

done by a certified electrician and inspected by a Safety Codes Officer. Simpler plug-in models can use existing

outlets but may not provide the same clean, built-in appearance.

Sizing recommendations: For rooms up to 400 square feet, a 50-inch linear unit provides good visual scale and

adequate heat. Larger rec rooms (500+ square feet) benefit from 60-72 inch units. Avoid oversizing — a massive

fireplace in a modest basement room looks disproportionate and overwhelms the space.

Moisture considerations in Calgary basements make electric fireplaces particularly smart since they don't

introduce any combustion moisture or require outdoor air connections that could create condensation issues.

Ensure your basement has proper moisture control and ventilation regardless of fireplace type.

Budget $2,500-$5,000 total for a quality built-in electric fireplace installation including the unit, electrical work,

permits, and basic surround finishing. Premium units with advanced features like smartphone control, multiple flame
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patterns, and integrated sound systems can reach $6,000-$8,000 installed.

Need help finding an electrician for the installation? Calgary Fireplaces can match you with local fireplace

contractors through the Calgary Construction Network who specialize in electric fireplace installations and can

handle the electrical permits and Safety Codes Officer inspection.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

Ardco Construction

Calgary Custom Concepts

PLATINUM Pool & Spa Services Ltd

Quality count construction Ltd.

View all contractors ?
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Q10

What size electric fireplace do I need for a 500-square-foot Calgary living room?

For a 500-square-foot Calgary living room, you'll want an electric fireplace with the maximum 1,500-watt

heating capacity (approximately 5,100 BTU), which can effectively provide zone heating for a space that

size during Calgary's long winter season.

Electric fireplaces are limited by electrical code to 1,500 watts on a standard household circuit, so unlike gas

fireplaces where you can choose different BTU outputs, your heating capacity is essentially fixed. The good news is

that 1,500 watts is well-suited for a 500-square-foot room, providing roughly 10 BTU per square foot — adequate

for comfortable zone heating when your main furnace is handling the base load.

Calgary's extreme winter conditions make electric fireplaces a secondary heating choice rather than primary

heat sources. During those brutal -25°C to -35°C January cold snaps, an electric fireplace will warm the immediate

seating area and take some load off your furnace, but it won't heat the entire room to comfortable levels on its own.

At current Alberta electricity rates of roughly $0.12-$0.16 per kWh, running a 1,500-watt electric fireplace costs

about $0.18-$0.24 per hour — significantly more expensive than a gas fireplace at ATCO Gas rates, which run

about $0.50-$1.00 per hour for much higher heat output.

For sizing the actual fireplace unit, focus on the visual scale rather than heating capacity. In a 500-square-foot

living room, you'll want a fireplace that's proportional to the space — typically 36 to 50 inches wide for a balanced

look. Wall-mounted units work well and don't consume floor space, while built-in units create a more finished

appearance but require framing and electrical work. Linear electric fireplaces are popular in Calgary's modern

homes, offering a contemporary look with flame effects spanning 40-60 inches.

Installation considerations include ensuring you have a dedicated 20-amp circuit if you're hardwiring the unit,

which requires an electrical permit and certified electrician. Simple plug-in models can use existing outlets but

shouldn't share the circuit with other high-draw appliances. The beauty of electric fireplaces is no venting

requirements — perfect for Calgary condos and townhomes where gas venting through exterior walls can be

challenging.

Keep realistic expectations about heating performance. While the ambiance and supplemental warmth are

excellent, if your primary goal is meaningful heating during Calgary's six-month winter season, a gas fireplace

delivering 25,000-40,000 BTU would be far more effective and cost-efficient to operate.

Need help finding an electrician for hardwired installation? Calgary Fireplaces can match you with local fireplace

contractors through the Calgary Construction Network who handle both electric fireplace installation and the

electrical work required.
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---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

Radon Lab

PLATINUM Pool & Spa Services Ltd

Premium Built Structures

Dealtwith.

View all contractors ?

Q11

Is an electric fireplace cheaper to operate than a gas fireplace in Alberta?

No, gas fireplaces are significantly cheaper to operate than electric fireplaces in Alberta. At current ATCO

Gas rates of approximately $3.50-$5.00 per GJ, running a gas fireplace costs roughly $0.50-$1.00 per hour, while

electric fireplaces cost $0.15-$0.25 per kWh — making electricity 3-4 times more expensive per unit of energy

produced.

The math is straightforward for Calgary homeowners. A typical 30,000 BTU gas fireplace burns about 0.3 GJ

per hour, costing $1.05-$1.50 per hour at current ATCO Gas rates. A comparable electric fireplace maxes out at

5,100 BTU (1,500 watts) and costs $0.15-$0.25 per hour to run at Alberta electricity rates. However, the electric unit

produces only one-sixth the heat output, so to match the gas fireplace's heating capacity, you'd need multiple

electric units or supplemental heating, driving costs much higher.

This cost advantage becomes substantial during Calgary's long heating season. From October through April,

a gas fireplace used 3-4 hours daily costs roughly $300-$600 for the season, while achieving the same heat output

with electric would cost $900-$1,800. Over Calgary's brutal winter months when temperatures drop to -25°C to -

35°C for extended periods, the savings compound quickly. Gas fireplaces also provide meaningful supplemental

heat that reduces strain on your main furnace, while electric fireplaces are limited to zone heating single rooms.

Gas fireplaces offer additional practical advantages in Alberta's climate. Units with standing pilot lights or

battery backup ignition continue providing heat during power outages — a real safety consideration when Calgary

winter storms can knock out electricity and outdoor temperatures drop rapidly in an unheated home. Electric

fireplaces lose all functionality during outages. The higher BTU output of gas units (20,000-40,000 BTU versus
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5,100 BTU maximum for electric) makes them genuinely useful supplemental heating during Alberta's extreme cold

snaps.

Electric fireplaces do have lower upfront installation costs — typically $1,500-$5,000 installed versus $3,000-

$8,000 for gas direct-vent units. Simple plug-in electric models require no permits, gas lines, or venting, making

them attractive for condos, townhomes, or situations where gas venting is impractical. However, the operating cost

difference means gas fireplaces typically pay for themselves within 2-3 heating seasons for Calgary homeowners

who use their fireplace regularly.

The bottom line for Calgary homeowners: if you have access to ATCO Gas and plan to use your fireplace

regularly during the heating season, gas is the clear winner for both operating costs and heating performance.

Electric makes sense primarily for occasional use, rental properties, or locations where gas installation isn't

feasible.

Need help finding a fireplace installer to discuss gas versus electric options for your specific situation? Calgary

Fireplaces can match you with local contractors for free estimates.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

Mayken Hazmat Solutions LTD

Quality count construction Ltd.

Canadian Closet

Dealtwith.

View all contractors ?

Q12

Do I need an electrical permit for an electric fireplace installation in Calgary?

Whether you need an electrical permit for an electric fireplace in Calgary depends on the type of

installation — plug-in units on existing outlets don't require permits, but hardwired installations and new

dedicated circuits do.
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For plug-in electric fireplaces that connect to an existing standard 120V outlet, no electrical permit is required.

These units simply plug into your current electrical system like any other appliance. Most wall-mount electric

fireplaces, portable units, and basic electric fireplace inserts fall into this category and can be installed without

permits or professional electrical work.

However, hardwired electric fireplaces and new dedicated circuits require an electrical permit from the City

of Calgary. This includes built-in electric fireplaces that are permanently wired into your home's electrical system,

large electric fireplaces requiring 240V power, and any installation where you're running a new circuit from your

electrical panel to power the fireplace. The electrical work must be performed by a certified electrician and

inspected by a Safety Codes Officer before the installation can be considered complete and safe to operate.

Calgary's electrical permit process involves submitting an application to the City of Calgary, paying the permit

fee (typically $100-$200 for residential electrical work), having the work completed by a certified electrician, and

scheduling a Safety Codes Officer inspection. The electrician will ensure the circuit is properly sized for the

fireplace's electrical load — most electric fireplaces draw 12.5 amps at full heat output, which requires a dedicated

15-amp or 20-amp circuit to meet the Alberta Electrical Code's 80% load rule.

For electric fireplaces in condos and townhomes, check with your property management company before

installation. Some buildings have restrictions on electrical modifications, and hardwired installations may require

approval from the condo board even if the City of Calgary permits the work.

The key distinction is simple: if you're plugging into an existing outlet, no permit needed. If you're modifying your

home's electrical system with new wiring or circuits, you need a permit and certified electrician. When in doubt,

consult with a certified electrician who can assess your specific installation and advise whether permit-requiring

electrical work is necessary.

Need help finding a qualified electrician for your electric fireplace project? Find electrical contractors through the

Calgary Construction Network at calgaryconstructionnetwork.com.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

Durable Decks

Dealtwith.

WestAim Construction Ltd.

Makki Abatement
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View all contractors ?
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Q13

What is the cost to run an electric fireplace per month at Alberta electricity
rates?

Electric fireplaces in Calgary cost approximately $45-90 per month to run during the heating season, based

on Alberta's current electricity rates of 12-15 cents per kWh and typical usage patterns during Calgary's long winter

months.

Most electric fireplaces draw 1,500 watts (1.5 kW) on the high heat setting, which produces about 5,100 BTU of

heat output. At Alberta's average residential electricity rate of 13-14 cents per kWh, running an electric fireplace

costs roughly $0.20 per hour on high heat. During Calgary's heating season from October through April,

homeowners typically use their electric fireplace 3-4 hours per evening, which works out to $18-24 per week or $75-

100 per month during peak winter months.

Electric vs Gas Operating Costs in Calgary show a significant difference. A comparable gas fireplace producing

25,000-30,000 BTU costs only $15-25 per month to operate at current ATCO Gas rates of $3.50-5.00 per GJ. This

means electric fireplaces cost roughly 3-4 times more to operate than gas fireplaces for heating purposes.

However, electric fireplaces offer advantages that may justify the higher operating cost: no venting requirements

make them ideal for condos and townhomes, no gas line installation saves $800-1,500 upfront, and they continue

working during gas service interruptions.

Flame-Only Mode on most electric fireplaces draws only 50-100 watts for the LED lighting effects without the

heating element, costing just $0.01-0.02 per hour to run. Many Calgary homeowners use this setting during

shoulder seasons or when they want the ambiance without additional heat, keeping monthly costs under $5-10 for

decorative use only.

Zone Heating Strategy can help manage electric fireplace costs. Rather than heating your entire home to 22°C,

you can lower your main thermostat to 18-19°C and use the electric fireplace to heat the living room or family room

where you spend most of your time. This approach often results in overall heating cost savings despite the higher

per-unit cost of electricity, especially in larger Calgary homes where you're not using all rooms simultaneously.

Time-of-Use Considerations matter less in Alberta than other provinces since most residential customers are on

flat-rate billing rather than time-of-use rates. However, running your electric fireplace during the day when your

furnace is already working less can be more cost-effective than evening peak hours when both appliances are

running simultaneously.

For Calgary homeowners considering an electric fireplace, factor the $45-90 monthly operating cost into your

decision alongside the lower installation costs and greater placement flexibility compared to gas units. If heating
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cost is your primary concern, gas fireplaces remain the more economical choice for Calgary's long winter season.

Need help finding an electric fireplace installer? Calgary Fireplaces can match you with local contractors who

specialize in electric fireplace installation and can help you choose the most efficient unit for your space and usage

patterns.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

Mr & Mrs Paintastic Inc

Venkor Group Inc

Calgary Custom Concepts

Canadian Closet

View all contractors ?

Q14

How much does it cost to hardwire an electric fireplace in Calgary?

Hardwiring an electric fireplace in Calgary typically costs $800-$1,500 for the electrical work alone, which

includes running a new 240V dedicated circuit, installing the appropriate outlet or junction box, obtaining an

electrical permit, and having the work inspected by a Safety Codes Officer.

The total cost breaks down into several components. Electrical permit fees from the City of Calgary run $100-

$200 for residential work. Running a new 240V circuit from your electrical panel to the fireplace location costs

$400-$800 depending on the distance and complexity — longer runs through finished walls or multiple floors

increase the price significantly. Most electric fireplaces require a dedicated 20-amp or 30-amp circuit since they

draw 12-15 amps at full heat output (1,500 watts). Electrician labour in Calgary runs $80-$120 per hour, and a

typical hardwiring job takes 4-8 hours depending on wire routing complexity.

Alberta electrical code requires that all hardwired electric fireplace installations be performed by a certified

electrician and inspected by a Safety Codes Officer. This isn't optional — unpermitted electrical work creates

safety hazards and insurance liability. The electrician will install either a dedicated outlet behind the fireplace (for

plug-in units) or a junction box for direct-wired models. Many Calgary homeowners choose hardwiring over plug-in
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installation because it creates a cleaner look without visible cords and ensures the fireplace has adequate power

supply without overloading existing circuits.

Consider the fireplace unit cost separately — built-in electric fireplaces suitable for hardwired installation range

from $1,200-$4,000 depending on size and features. Linear wall-mount models popular in Calgary homes run

$1,500-$3,500, while large built-in units with realistic flame effects cost $2,000-$4,000. Adding a custom surround

or media wall increases the total project cost to $3,000-$7,000.

Electric fireplaces make sense in Calgary condos and townhomes where gas venting is impractical, but

understand the operating cost difference. At Alberta electricity rates of roughly $0.12-$0.16 per kWh, running an

electric fireplace costs $0.18-$0.24 per hour compared to $0.50-$1.00 per hour for gas fireplaces using ATCO Gas.

However, electric fireplaces require no venting, no gas line, and no annual maintenance — just the upfront

electrical work.

Simple plug-in electric fireplaces don't require permits if you're using an existing outlet, but most existing

outlets in Calgary homes are 15-amp circuits that may not handle the full 12-15 amp draw of an electric fireplace

running at maximum heat. If you're planning a built-in installation or want guaranteed adequate power supply,

hardwiring with a dedicated circuit is the professional approach.

Need help finding a certified electrician for your electric fireplace installation? Find electrical contractors through the

Calgary Construction Network at calgaryconstructionnetwork.com.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

Calgary Custom Concepts

WestAim Construction Ltd.

Dealtwith.

Amar Homes Inc

View all contractors ?

Q15

Can I install an electric fireplace in a Calgary condo without building approval?
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Most electric fireplace installations in Calgary condos do not require building permits, but you'll need

condo board approval and may need an electrical permit depending on the specific installation type.

Simple plug-in electric fireplaces that connect to existing outlets require no permits from the City of Calgary.

These include wall-mounted units, freestanding models, and electric fireplace TV stands that simply plug into a

standard 15-amp outlet. However, your condo board may still require approval even for plug-in units, especially if

you're mounting anything to walls or making visible changes to your unit.

Hardwired electric fireplaces that require a dedicated circuit need an electrical permit and certified electrician.

Built-in electric fireplaces, linear units integrated into media walls, and high-output models drawing more than 1,500

watts typically require hardwiring. The electrician pulls the permit, runs the new circuit, and arranges the Safety

Codes Officer inspection. This work cannot be done DIY — Alberta requires certified electricians for new circuit

installation.

Condo board approval is almost always required regardless of permit requirements. Most Calgary condo

corporations require written approval for any electrical work, wall mounting, or alterations that could affect

neighboring units. Even a simple wall-mounted electric fireplace may need approval since it involves drilling into

walls that could contain shared utilities or affect the building envelope. Review your condo bylaws and submit a

written request describing the fireplace type, installation method, and electrical requirements.

Electric fireplaces are ideal for Calgary condos because they provide supplemental heating during our long

winter season without requiring gas lines or venting through exterior walls. At current Alberta electricity rates,

operating costs run about $0.15-$0.20 per hour for a 1,500-watt unit — more expensive than gas but still

reasonable for zone heating your living space during Calgary's -25°C cold snaps. Modern LED flame effects are

remarkably realistic, and many units include remote controls and programmable thermostats.

Installation considerations for Calgary condos include ensuring adequate electrical capacity (most units need a

dedicated 20-amp circuit), maintaining clearances from combustible materials, and choosing units appropriate for

your space size. A 1,500-watt electric fireplace provides about 5,100 BTU of heat — sufficient for warming a typical

condo living room but not a primary heat source during extreme cold.

Start by reviewing your condo bylaws, then contact your condo board with installation details. For hardwired

installations, get quotes from certified electricians who will handle the electrical permit process. Calgary Fireplaces

can help you find local fireplace installers experienced with condo installations and familiar with common Calgary

condo board requirements.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:
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K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

Wise Abatement

Calgary Custom Concepts

G.D.K Drywall LTD.

Royland Stucco

View all contractors ?
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Q16

Do electric fireplaces increase home value in Calgary's real estate market?

Electric fireplaces can increase home value in Calgary, but the impact is more modest compared to gas

fireplaces. The value increase typically ranges from $1,000-$3,000 depending on the installation quality and room

integration, while the fireplace itself costs $1,500-$5,000 installed.

Market Appeal and Buyer Preferences

Calgary homebuyers generally prefer gas fireplaces over electric because gas provides meaningful supplemental

heat during the city's brutal winters when temperatures drop to -25°C to -35°C for weeks at a time. However,

electric fireplaces still add value in specific situations. In condos and townhomes where gas venting is impractical or

prohibited, a well-designed electric fireplace creates the focal point and ambiance that buyers expect in living rooms

and master bedrooms. Modern electric fireplaces with realistic LED flame effects and built-in media walls are

particularly appealing to younger buyers who prioritize aesthetics and convenience over maximum heat output.

The installation quality significantly impacts value. A cheap plug-in unit sitting on the floor adds minimal value, while

a professionally installed built-in electric fireplace with custom stone surround and integrated entertainment center

can add $2,000-$3,000 to home value. Real estate agents report that fireplaces of any type help homes show

better and often sell faster, even if the actual dollar value increase is modest.

Calgary-Specific Considerations

Calgary's long heating season from October through April means buyers evaluate fireplaces as functional heating

appliances, not just decorative features. Electric fireplaces are limited to approximately 5,100 BTU (1,500 watts) of

heat output, which is adequate for zone heating a single room but far less than the 25,000-40,000 BTU that gas

fireplaces provide. At Alberta electricity rates of $0.12-$0.18 per kWh, running an electric fireplace costs roughly

$0.18-$0.27 per hour compared to $0.50-$1.00 per hour for gas at current ATCO Gas rates. While electric appears

cheaper per hour, gas provides 5-8 times more heat for only 2-3 times the cost, making gas the better value for

actual heating.

Power outages during severe winter storms are another consideration. Electric fireplaces lose all functionality

during outages, while gas fireplaces with standing pilot lights or battery backup continue providing heat when it's

most needed. Calgary buyers who've experienced winter power outages often prefer the reliability of gas.

Best Applications for Value

Electric fireplaces add the most value in condos and townhomes where gas venting through exterior walls may be

restricted by condo board rules or impractical due to building design. They're also valuable in secondary rooms like

master bedrooms, home offices, or finished basements where running a gas line would be expensive. A built-in
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electric fireplace with floor-to-ceiling stone or shiplap feature wall creates a stunning focal point that photographs

well for MLS listings.

In detached homes with existing gas service, electric fireplaces are better positioned as supplementary features

rather than primary heating sources. A master bedroom electric fireplace adds luxury and ambiance, while the main

floor gas fireplace handles serious heating duties.

Installation and Permit Considerations

Built-in electric fireplaces requiring dedicated circuits need electrical permits and certified electrician installation,

adding $500-$1,200 to the project cost but ensuring code compliance that protects resale value. Simple plug-in

units on existing circuits require no permits but add less value. Quality installation with proper electrical work and

attractive finishing is essential for maximizing the value return.

Need help finding a fireplace installer? Calgary Fireplaces can match you with local contractors who specialize in

electric fireplace installation and custom surrounds through the Calgary Construction Network.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

Calgary Custom Concepts

Royland Stucco

Ardco Construction

Allure Residential & Commercial inc

View all contractors ?

Q17

Can I put an electric fireplace in a bathroom in my Calgary home?

No, you should not install an electric fireplace in a bathroom. While not explicitly prohibited by the Alberta

Building Code, bathrooms present significant safety risks for electric fireplaces due to moisture, humidity, and the

combination of electricity and water in a confined space.
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Moisture and electrical safety concerns make bathrooms unsuitable for electric fireplaces. Even though modern

electric fireplaces are generally safe appliances, the high humidity levels in bathrooms can cause condensation

inside the unit's electrical components, potentially leading to short circuits, component corrosion, or electrical

hazards. The risk increases significantly near showers, bathtubs, or areas where water splashing could occur. Most

electric fireplace manufacturers specifically void their warranties if the unit is installed in a bathroom or other high-

moisture environment.

Electrical code requirements under the Alberta Building Code mandate specific outlet types and locations in

bathrooms. Standard electrical outlets must be GFCI-protected and located away from water sources. Installing a

hardwired electric fireplace in a bathroom would require a dedicated circuit and electrical permit, but most certified

electricians would refuse this installation due to safety concerns. Even plug-in units pose risks if the GFCI outlet

trips repeatedly due to moisture exposure.

Better heating alternatives for Calgary bathrooms include radiant floor heating, heated towel racks, or a

properly sized exhaust fan with integrated heater. These are designed specifically for bathroom environments and

provide effective warmth during Calgary's cold winters without the moisture-related risks of an electric fireplace.

Radiant floor heating is particularly popular in Calgary bathroom renovations because it provides consistent,

comfortable heat that works well with the city's long heating season from October through April.

If you want fireplace ambiance in your home, consider installing an electric fireplace in an adjacent bedroom or

living area where you can enjoy the visual appeal safely. Modern electric fireplaces with realistic LED flame effects

can provide the cozy atmosphere you're looking for without the safety risks of bathroom installation.

For bathroom heating solutions or other electrical work, you can find certified electricians through the Calgary

Construction Network. For fireplace installation in appropriate rooms of your home, Calgary Fireplaces can match

you with local fireplace contractors who understand Alberta Building Code requirements and can recommend the

best electric fireplace options for your Calgary home's layout and heating needs.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

Jk Stucco

Premium Built Structures

Keystone Exteriors

WestAim Construction Ltd.

View all contractors ?
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Q18

Do electric fireplaces provide enough heat for a Calgary condo in winter?

Electric fireplaces can provide meaningful supplemental heat for Calgary condos, but they're limited to

heating single rooms rather than entire units. Most electric fireplaces produce around 5,100 BTU (1,500 watts)

of heat output, which is sufficient to warm a 150-200 square foot living room or bedroom by 5-10 degrees during

Calgary's brutal winter months.

The heating effectiveness depends heavily on your condo's size, layout, and insulation quality. In a modern

Calgary condo with good insulation and energy-efficient windows, an electric fireplace can comfortably heat your

main living area during those -25°C to -35°C cold snaps that define Calgary winters. However, the heat won't

effectively reach other rooms — electric fireplaces work best for zone heating where you spend most of your time. If

you have an open-concept layout under 400 square feet, one unit might handle the entire space, but larger condos

will still rely primarily on the building's heating system.

Electric fireplaces make particular sense for Calgary condos because they avoid the venting complications

that gas fireplaces create in multi-unit buildings. Many Calgary condo buildings restrict or prohibit gas fireplace

installations due to venting requirements through exterior walls and potential impacts on neighboring units. Electric

units simply plug into existing outlets (for portable models) or require a dedicated 20-amp circuit for built-in

installations. You won't need gas permits, Safety Codes Officer inspections, or condo board approvals that gas

fireplaces typically require.

Operating costs are the main drawback compared to gas fireplaces in Calgary. At current Alberta electricity

rates of roughly $0.15-$0.20 per kWh, running an electric fireplace costs approximately $2.25-$3.00 per hour on

high heat. Compare this to gas fireplaces at ATCO Gas rates, which cost only $0.50-$1.00 per hour to operate.

Over Calgary's six-month heating season, this cost difference adds up significantly if you use the fireplace regularly

for supplemental heating.

For Calgary condo living, electric fireplaces excel as ambiance and targeted comfort heating rather than

primary heat sources. They're perfect for warming up your living room on those long winter evenings, taking the

chill off a bedroom, or providing cozy heat while working from home. Modern LED flame effects are remarkably

realistic, and many units include remote controls, timers, and thermostats for convenience.

Installation options range from simple plug-in wall-mount units ($800-$2,000) to sophisticated built-in

media walls ($3,000-$6,000). Wall-mount units install in an afternoon with basic wall anchors, while built-in

installations require framing, electrical work by a certified electrician, and often a dedicated circuit with electrical

permit. Many Calgary condo owners choose electric fireplace media walls as living room focal points that combine

heating, entertainment center functionality, and modern aesthetics.
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Consider electric fireplaces as part of your overall heating strategy rather than a replacement for your

condo's heating system. They're excellent for reducing heating bills by warming the rooms you use most while

keeping the thermostat lower, providing backup heat during maintenance shutdowns, and adding comfort during

Calgary's shoulder seasons when full building heating isn't necessary but evenings are still chilly.

Need help finding an electrician for hardwired electric fireplace installation? Find certified electrical contractors

through the Calgary Construction Network at calgaryconstructionnetwork.com.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

Mr & Mrs Paintastic Inc

Keystone Exteriors

Alpine Exteriors siding and roofing

New Earth Waste Services Ltd

View all contractors ?
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Q19

How much does a Dimplex electric fireplace cost installed in Calgary?

Dimplex electric fireplaces in Calgary typically cost $1,800-$5,500 installed, depending on the model type

and installation complexity. Simple plug-in wall-mount units start around $1,800 total, while built-in linear models

with custom surrounds can reach $5,500 or more.

Dimplex Model Categories and Calgary Pricing:

Wall-mount units like the Dimplex Prism or Ignite series run $800-$1,500 for the unit plus $200-$500 for

installation if using an existing outlet. These simply hang on the wall like a flat-screen TV and plug into a standard

outlet. No permits required for plug-in installation.

Built-in recessed models such as the Dimplex Multi-Fire XD or IgniteXL series cost $1,200-$2,500 for the unit

plus $800-$1,500 for installation. These require framing a wall cavity, running a dedicated 20-amp circuit, and often

involve drywall and finishing work. Electrical permits are required when adding new circuits, adding $150-$250 to

the project cost.

Linear fireplaces like the Dimplex Opti-V or Vector series range from $1,500-$3,000 for the unit. Installation costs

vary dramatically based on the surround — a simple drywall finish adds $500-$800, while a floor-to-ceiling stone

feature wall can add $2,000-$4,000. These premium models often become the centerpiece of a complete room

renovation.

Electric fireplace inserts for existing masonry fireplaces cost $600-$1,200 for the Dimplex unit plus $300-$600 for

installation. Much simpler than gas inserts since no venting or gas lines are involved.

Calgary-Specific Considerations for Electric Fireplaces:

Electric fireplaces make excellent sense for Calgary condos and townhomes where gas venting is impractical or

prohibited by condo boards. At current Alberta electricity rates of roughly 12-15 cents per kWh, running a 1,500-

watt electric fireplace costs about $0.18-$0.22 per hour — significantly more expensive than gas fireplaces at

ATCO Gas rates, but still reasonable for occasional zone heating.

Heat output is limited to 5,100 BTU (1,500 watts) due to standard household electrical limitations. This provides

comfortable supplemental heating for rooms up to 400-500 square feet, but won't meaningfully heat larger spaces

during Calgary's -25°C to -35°C winter cold snaps. For primary heating, gas fireplaces delivering 25,000-40,000

BTU are more effective.

Installation complexity varies significantly. Simple wall-mount units can be installed in 2-3 hours, while built-in

models requiring electrical work, framing, and custom finishing can take 2-3 days. Always use a certified electrician
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for hardwired installations — electrical permits are required for new dedicated circuits.

Dimplex's Revillusion and Opti-Myst technologies offer remarkably realistic flame effects that rival gas

fireplaces visually. The newest LED flame engines are virtually indistinguishable from real fire, making electric

fireplaces an excellent choice for the ambiance factor that Calgary homeowners want during the long winter

months.

Need help finding an electrician or fireplace installer for your Dimplex project? Calgary Fireplaces can match you

with local professionals through the Calgary Construction Network for free estimates on your installation.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

Quality count construction Ltd.

Calgary Garage Builders Ltd

True North Overhead Doors

Turnbull masonry

View all contractors ?

Q20

How much electricity does a 1500-watt electric fireplace use per month in
Alberta?

A 1500-watt electric fireplace costs approximately $45-75 per month to operate in Alberta when used 3-4

hours daily during the heating season.

Electric fireplaces are straightforward to calculate since they're rated in watts. A 1500-watt unit draws exactly 1.5

kilowatt-hours (kWh) of electricity per hour of operation. Your monthly cost depends entirely on how many hours

you use it and your specific Alberta electricity rate.

Alberta electricity rates vary significantly depending on your provider, rate plan, and usage tier. Regulated Rate

Option (RRO) customers typically pay 12-16 cents per kWh including delivery charges and fees, while competitive

retail rates can range from 8-20 cents per kWh depending on your contract terms. For this calculation, we'll use 15
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cents per kWh as a reasonable average for most Calgary-area homeowners.

Monthly usage scenarios show the real cost impact. If you run your 1500-watt electric fireplace for 2 hours daily

(60 hours monthly), you'll use 90 kWh costing about $13.50. For 4 hours daily (120 hours monthly), that's 180 kWh

costing roughly $27. Heavy users running it 6 hours daily during Calgary's coldest months will consume 270 kWh

monthly, costing approximately $40.50.

Compare this to gas fireplace operating costs and the difference is substantial. A comparable gas fireplace

producing similar heat output (about 5,100 BTU) would cost roughly $15-25 per month with ATCO Gas rates

around $4.00 per GJ. This makes electric fireplaces 2-3 times more expensive to operate than gas fireplaces in

Alberta, which explains why gas fireplaces dominate the Calgary market despite electric units being cheaper to

install.

Electric fireplaces make financial sense in specific Calgary situations despite higher operating costs. Condos

and townhomes where gas venting is impractical, secondary bedrooms or basement family rooms where running a

gas line is expensive, and rental properties where landlords want simple plug-in heating solutions. The key

advantage is zero installation complexity — plug it in and you have instant supplemental heat.

During Calgary's extreme cold snaps when temperatures drop to -25°C to -35°C, a 1500-watt electric fireplace

provides meaningful zone heating for a single room but cannot match the 25,000-40,000 BTU output of a gas

fireplace. Electric units work best for taking the chill off a room rather than serving as primary heating during

Alberta's long winter season.

Pro tip for managing electricity costs: Use your electric fireplace strategically during peak rate periods if you're

on a time-of-use plan. Run it during off-peak hours when possible, and consider it supplemental to your main

heating system rather than a replacement. The cozy ambiance and targeted heating can actually reduce overall

energy costs by letting you lower your whole-home thermostat while keeping your main living area comfortable.

Need help finding an electrician for a dedicated circuit installation? Find electrical contractors through the Calgary

Construction Network for hardwired electric fireplace installations requiring permits and professional wiring.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

Wise Abatement

Radon Lab
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Venkor Group Inc

Alpine Exteriors siding and roofing

View all contractors ?

Disclaimer: This guide is provided for informational purposes only by Calgary Fireplaces. It does not constitute professional

advice. Always consult qualified, licensed contractors and your local building authority before starting any fireplace project.

Information is current as of May 10, 2026 and may change. Visit calgaryfireplaces.com for the latest answers.
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