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What is the price range for a designer fireplace feature wall renovation in
Calgary?

A designer fireplace feature wall renovation in Calgary typically ranges from $6,000 to $20,000+, depending
on the materials, size, and complexity of the design. The wide range reflects everything from a basic shiplap
accent wall with a simple mantel to a floor-to-ceiling natural stone installation with custom millwork and integrated

lighting.

Material choices drive the biggest cost variations in Calgary's market. Natural stone feature walls using
ledgestone, stacked slate, or cultured stone run $15-$35 per square foot installed, making a typical 8x10-foot
feature wall $1,200-$2,800 just for materials and installation. Premium options like book-matched marble, granite
slabs, or imported tile can push material costs to $50-$100+ per square foot. Wood feature walls using shiplap,
reclaimed barn board, or tongue-and-groove planking are more budget-friendly at $8-$20 per square foot, while

engineered stone and porcelain tile fall in the middle range at $20-$40 per square foot.

Custom millwork and built-in elements significantly increase project scope and cost. A basic floating wood
mantel shelf runs $300-$800, while a full custom mantel with side columns and detailed trim work ranges $1,500-
$4,000. Built-in shelving, cabinetry, or entertainment centers flanking the fireplace add $2,000-$8,000 depending on
size and finish quality. Floor-to-ceiling installations that extend to the room's full height create dramatic impact but

require more materials and labor, typically adding 30-50% to the base cost.

Calgary's climate considerations affect material selection and installation methods. The extreme

temperature swings from chinook winds can cause expansion and contraction in large stone installations, requiring
proper expansion joints and flexible mounting systems. Interior feature walls aren't directly exposed to weather, but
the installer must account for the home's thermal movement. Natural stone works well in Calgary's dry climate and

won't warp or crack like some wood products might in high-humidity regions.

Electrical integration for lighting and media components adds complexity and cost. Recessed lighting in the
feature wall requires running new circuits and costs $150-$300 per light fixture installed. Under-mantel LED strip
lighting runs $200-$500 for a typical installation. If you're incorporating a wall-mounted TV or built-in speakers,
expect additional electrical work at $300-$800 depending on the complexity. All electrical work requires a certified

electrician and electrical permit in Calgary.

Labor costs in Calgary fluctuate with oil and gas sector activity, affecting skilled trades availability. A
straightforward feature wall installation by an experienced crew takes 2-4 days, while complex custom work can
extend to 1-2 weeks. Skilled stone masons and finish carpenters charge $60-$90 per hour, and project

management adds overhead. The total labor portion typically represents 40-60% of the project cost.
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Typical Calgary project ranges break down as follows: Basic shiplap or wood plank feature wall with floating
mantel ($3,000-$6,000), mid-range stone veneer with custom wood mantel and basic lighting ($6,000-$12,000),
premium natural stone floor-to-ceiling with integrated millwork and sophisticated lighting ($12,000-$20,000), and
ultra-high-end installations with book-matched stone, custom cabinetry, and full AV integration ($20,000-$35,000+).

Most Calgary homeowners find the sweet spot in the $8,000-$15,000 range for a quality natural stone feature
wall with custom mantel and basic integrated lighting. This creates a stunning focal point that significantly enhances
the room's value and ambiance during Calgary's long winter months when the fireplace becomes a central

gathering space.

Need help finding a fireplace contractor for your feature wall renovation? Calgary Fireplaces can match you with

experienced professionals who specialize in custom fireplace surrounds and feature walls.

How much does a frameless linear gas fireplace cost compared to a standard
framed unit in Calgary?

Frameless linear gas fireplaces typically cost $1,500-$3,000 more than equivalent framed units in Calgary,
with total installed costs ranging from $6,000-$12,000 for frameless versus $4,500-$9,000 for framed models of

similar BTU output and features.

The price difference comes from several factors that make frameless units more complex to manufacture and

install. Frameless linear fireplaces require precision-engineered fireboxes with perfectly finished edges since
there's no frame to hide imperfections or gaps. The viewing area extends to the very edge of the unit, demanding
tighter manufacturing tolerances and higher-quality materials. Popular frameless models like the Napoleon Vector
series or Regency City Series typically start around $3,500-$4,500 for the unit alone, compared to $2,500-$3,500

for similar-sized framed models.

Installation costs are also higher for frameless units because they require more precise framing and finishing
work. The surrounding drywall, stone, or tile must meet the fireplace opening exactly with no gaps or misalignment
visible. This precision work adds 2-4 hours to installation time, increasing labour costs by $300-$600. Additionally,
frameless units often require custom millwork or specialized trim pieces to achieve the seamless built-in

appearance, which can add another $500-$1,500 depending on the surrounding materials.

Calgary's climate makes the investment worthwhile for many homeowners because these fireplaces see

heavy use during the city's six-month heating season. A quality frameless linear fireplace producing 25,000-35,000
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BTU provides meaningful supplemental heat at current ATCO Gas rates of approximately $3.50-$5.00 per GJ —
roughly $0.50-$1.00 per hour of operation. The clean, contemporary aesthetic also appeals to Calgary's modern

home market, particularly in newer communities like Mahogany, Auburn Bay, and Cranston.

Both frameless and framed gas fireplaces require the same permits and installation requirements under the
Alberta Building Code. You'll need a gas permit from the City of Calgary (approximately $150-$200), and the
installation must be completed by a licensed gas fitter with a Safety Codes Officer inspection. The gas line

connection, direct-vent system, and clearance requirements are identical regardless of frame style.

Consider your room design and budget carefully when choosing between frameless and framed options.
Frameless units create a stunning focal point in contemporary spaces with clean lines and floor-to-ceiling stone or
tile surrounds. However, framed units offer more flexibility if your surrounding materials aren't perfectly aligned, and
the cost savings can be invested in higher BTU output, better efficiency ratings, or premium finishing materials like

natural stone ledgestone or custom millwork.

For Calgary homeowners planning a fireplace installation, both styles provide excellent value during our long
heating season. The key is matching the unit size to your room volume and insulation level — typically 25-30 BTU
per square foot for well-insulated newer homes, or 35-40 BTU per square foot for older homes with higher heat
loss.

Need help finding a fireplace installer experienced with linear gas fireplaces? Calgary Fireplaces can match you
with local contractors who specialize in contemporary fireplace installations through the Calgary Construction
Network.

What is the best way to incorporate lighting into a Calgary fireplace surround
design?

Incorporating lighting into your fireplace surround transforms it from a simple heating appliance into a
stunning architectural focal point that enhances your Calgary home's ambiance year-round. The key is
layering different types of lighting to highlight the fireplace's materials, create visual depth, and provide functional

illumination for the seating area.

Accent lighting is the most impactful approach for Calgary fireplace surrounds. LED strip lights installed
behind floating mantels or recessed into stone ledges create a dramatic glow that highlights the texture of natural

materials like stacked slate or ledgestone — both popular choices in Calgary homes. These strips should be warm
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white (2700K-3000K) to complement the fireplace's flame and create a cozy atmosphere during our long winter
evenings. Install them on dimmer switches so you can adjust the intensity based on whether the fireplace is running

or you're using the lighting for ambient effect when the fireplace is off.

Recessed pot lights above the fireplace surround provide excellent task lighting for the seating area while
drawing attention upward to showcase a floor-to-ceiling stone feature wall. Space them 4-6 feet apart and angle
them slightly toward the seating area rather than straight down. In Calgary's open-concept homes, this lighting

helps define the fireplace zone within larger living spaces. Use LED bulbs rated for recessed fixtures to minimize

heat buildup near combustible materials.

Wall sconces flanking the fireplace create balanced illumination and work particularly well with traditional wood
mantels or shiplap feature walls popular in Calgary's farmhouse-style homes. Mount them at eye level
(approximately 60-66 inches from the floor) and ensure they're at least 6 inches away from the fireplace opening to
meet Alberta Building Code clearance requirements. Battery-operated LED sconces are available if running

electrical circuits isn't practical during a renovation.

Consider the fireplace's seasonal use patterns in Calgary. During our 6-month heating season from October
through April, your fireplace will likely run frequently, so the lighting should complement rather than compete with
the flame. In summer months when the fireplace is off, the lighting becomes the primary visual element, so it needs

to be attractive on its own. This dual-season functionality makes dimmable LED systems essential.

Electrical work for hardwired lighting requires a permit from the City of Calgary and must be done by a certified
electrician. Plan the electrical rough-in before installing stone or tile surrounds, as retrofitting circuits behind finished
surfaces is expensive and disruptive. Battery-operated LED options have improved significantly and can provide

excellent accent lighting without the permit requirements or electrical work.

Avoid common lighting mistakes that can diminish your fireplace's impact. Don't install lights too close to the
fireplace opening — heat can damage fixtures and create safety hazards. Avoid cool white or daylight LED bulbs
(4000K+) that create a harsh, clinical look incompatible with a fireplace's warm ambiance. Don't over-light the
surround — subtle accent lighting is more effective than bright, direct illumination that washes out the flame's visual

impact.

Smart lighting controls are increasingly popular in Calgary fireplace designs. WiFi-enabled LED strips and
dimmers allow you to adjust lighting from your phone, set schedules, and create scenes that automatically dim the
accent lighting when the fireplace is turned on. This technology works particularly well during chinook events when

you might want lighting without the fireplace's heat.

Need help finding an electrician or fireplace contractor to incorporate lighting into your surround design? Calgary

Fireplaces can match you with local professionals through the Calgary Construction Network who understand both
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fireplace safety requirements and lighting design principles.
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How do | create a cohesive design between my Calgary fireplace and adjacent
kitchen?

Creating a cohesive design between your fireplace and kitchen requires coordinating materials, colors, and
design elements while respecting the functional differences between these two high-impact spaces. The

key is finding shared design threads that tie the spaces together without making them feel identical.

Material coordination is the most effective way to create visual flow between your fireplace and kitchen. If your
kitchen features quartz countertops with gray veining, echo that pattern in your fireplace surround with matching
quartz or complementary natural stone like gray ledgestone. For kitchens with subway tile backsplashes, extend
similar tile work around your fireplace or use the same grout color in both spaces. Wood elements work particularly
well for coordination — if your kitchen has walnut cabinets, incorporate a walnut mantel or floating shelves near
your fireplace. In Calgary's design market, natural stone surrounds ($2,000-$5,000) and custom wood mantels

($800-%$2,500) offer the most flexibility for matching existing kitchen finishes.

Color palette consistency creates seamless visual transitions between spaces. Choose 2-3 primary colors that
appear in both areas — perhaps charcoal gray stone, warm white trim, and natural wood tones. Your fireplace
surround color should complement your kitchen cabinetry without competing for attention. If you have white kitchen
cabinets, a darker fireplace surround creates beautiful contrast while maintaining the same clean aesthetic. For
kitchens with darker cabinets, a lighter stone surround prevents the combined spaces from feeling too heavy. Paint

colors on adjacent walls should flow naturally — avoid abrupt color changes that visually chop up the space.

Design style alignment ensures both spaces feel intentionally connected. Modern kitchens with clean lines and
minimal hardware pair beautifully with linear gas fireplaces and sleek stone surrounds. Traditional kitchens with
raised-panel cabinets work well with classic fireplace designs featuring decorative mantels and natural stone.
Farmhouse kitchens complement shiplap fireplace surrounds and reclaimed wood mantels. The fireplace doesn't

need to match the kitchen exactly, but it should feel like it belongs in the same home.

Practical considerations for Calgary homes include ensuring your fireplace choice works with your kitchen's
heating and ventilation needs. If your kitchen and living area are open-concept (common in newer Calgary
developments), a direct-vent gas fireplace providing 25,000-35,000 BTU can effectively heat both spaces during
Calgary's long winter season. This supplemental heating reduces strain on your main furnace and creates
comfortable zone heating where your family spends most of their time. Position the fireplace to provide visual

appeal from both the kitchen work area and living space seating.

Lighting coordination ties the spaces together beautifully. If your kitchen features pendant lights with black

fixtures, incorporate black accents in your fireplace design through the surround frame or mantel hardware. Under-
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cabinet lighting in the kitchen can be echoed with accent lighting around your fireplace surround or built-in shelving.
Consistent lighting temperatures (warm 2700K-3000K) throughout both spaces creates a cohesive evening

ambiance.

Scale and proportion matter significantly in open-concept Calgary homes. A massive stone fireplace can
overwhelm a modest kitchen, while a small electric fireplace might get lost next to expansive kitchen islands. The
fireplace should feel proportional to both the room size and adjacent kitchen elements. Linear gas fireplaces work
particularly well in open concepts because their horizontal emphasis complements kitchen counter lines and

doesn't compete with tall cabinets for visual weight.

When planning your design coordination, consider the long-term flexibility of your choices. Kitchen renovations
typically happen every 10-15 years, while fireplaces last 20-30 years. Choose fireplace materials and colors that will
work with potential future kitchen updates. Neutral stone surrounds and classic mantel styles offer more longevity

than trendy colors or highly specific design elements.

Professional design consultation can be invaluable for complex coordination projects, especially when dealing
with structural changes or custom millwork. Many Calgary fireplace contractors work closely with kitchen designers

and can recommend complementary materials and finishes that work within your budget.

Need help finding a fireplace contractor who understands design coordination? Calgary Fireplaces can match you

with professionals experienced in creating cohesive living spaces throughout the Calgary area.

How much does a peninsula gas fireplace cost installed in a Calgary open-
concept home?

A peninsula gas fireplace typically costs $8,000-$15,000 installed in Calgary, with the wide range reflecting the
complexity of double-sided venting, structural considerations for the peninsula wall, and the premium finishes these

statement pieces demand in open-concept homes.

Peninsula fireplaces are essentially double-sided or see-through gas fireplaces that serve as room dividers
between spaces like the living room and dining room, or kitchen and family room. In Calgary's open-concept
homes, they're popular for creating defined zones while maintaining sightlines and allowing the fireplace to heat

multiple areas simultaneously.

The unit itself ranges from $4,000-$8,000 depending on size and features. Linear peninsula models (48-60

inches wide) from manufacturers like Napoleon, Regency, and Heat & Glo are most popular in Calgary's modern
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open-concept layouts. These units typically produce 30,000-50,000 BTU — meaningful supplemental heat during
Calgary's brutal winter months when temperatures hit -30°C for weeks at a time. The double-sided design means
you're heating two spaces with one appliance, making them cost-effective given ATCO Gas rates of $3.50-$5.00

per GJ.

Installation complexity drives the higher costs. Peninsula fireplaces require specialized venting — either a
vertical chase through the roof or horizontal venting through an exterior wall, but the double-sided firebox makes
routing more complex than standard single-sided units. The structural peninsula wall must be framed to
accommodate the firebox depth (typically 16-20 inches) and provide proper clearances. Most installations require a

dedicated gas line sized for the higher BTU output, plus electrical for blowers and electronic ignition.

Finishing costs add significantly because you're creating a focal point visible from multiple rooms. Expect
$2,000-$5,000 for stone or tile work on both sides of the peninsula, plus any custom millwork or built-in cabinetry.
Popular Calgary finishes include stacked ledgestone, large-format tile, or floor-to-ceiling stone that extends to the

ceiling.

Alberta Building Code requirements include a gas permit and Safety Codes Officer inspection, adding $150-
$250 to the project. The gas line work must be done by a licensed gas fitter, and any structural modifications may

require a building permit from the City of Calgary.

Peninsula fireplaces work exceptionally well in Calgary homes because they provide zone heating for large
open spaces that can be challenging to heat efficiently with forced air alone. During chinook events, when rapid
temperature swings stress your furnace, a peninsula fireplace offers stable supplemental heat exactly where you

need it most.

The investment makes sense for Calgary homeowners planning to stay long-term — these units become true focal
points that define the space while providing genuine heating value during our six-month heating season from

October through April.

Need help finding a fireplace installer experienced with peninsula installations? Calgary Fireplaces can match you

with local contractors who specialize in open-concept fireplace projects through the Calgary Construction Network.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

e K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES
e Wise Abatement

e Royland Stucco

Calgary Fireplaces — calgaryfireplaces.com — Generated May 10, 2026



e Greenstone landscaping solutions
e UR COWRY CABINETS

View all contractors ?

Can linstall a ceiling-mounted suspended gas fireplace in a Calgary loft-style
home?

Yes, suspended gas fireplaces can be installed in Calgary loft-style homes, but they require specialized
engineering, structural modifications, and extensive permitting due to the complex venting and support

requirements.

Suspended gas fireplaces are dramatic architectural features that hang from the ceiling like sculptural art pieces,
creating a 360-degree fire view that works beautifully in open-concept loft spaces. However, they're among the
most complex fireplace installations because the unit must be structurally supported from above while

accommodating gas supply lines and venting systems that typically run through the ceiling structure.

Structural requirements are the biggest challenge. The ceiling structure must support not only the fireplace
weight (typically 200-400 pounds) but also account for dynamic loads and thermal expansion. Most Calgary loft
conversions and modern open-concept homes will need structural engineering analysis to determine if existing
ceiling joists or steel beams can handle the load, or if reinforcement is required. The gas supply line and electrical
connections (for ignition and blower systems) must be routed through the ceiling structure, which may require

opening up finished ceilings.

Venting is particularly complex because the exhaust system must route from the suspended unit up through the
ceiling and roof structure. Direct-vent suspended fireplaces require both combustion air intake and exhaust routing,
typically through a coaxial vent system that terminates on the roof. The vent run length and number of elbows
affects performance, and Calgary's extreme cold requires proper insulation around vent penetrations to prevent

condensation issues.

Alberta Building Code compliance requires multiple permits. You'll need a gas permit for the gas line and
appliance installation, an electrical permit if running new circuits for ignition systems, and likely a building permit for
structural modifications and roof penetrations. The City of Calgary requires Safety Codes Officer inspection of all

gas work, and the structural modifications may require engineered drawings and additional inspections.

Calgary Fireplaces — calgaryfireplaces.com — Generated May 10, 2026



Calgary's climate creates specific considerations. During chinook events, the rapid temperature and pressure
changes can affect chimney draft in unusual ways with suspended units due to their position in the room's air
currents. The long heating season means the unit will see heavy use, so choosing a high-quality European or North
American manufacturer with local service support is essential. Units from companies like Focus, Gyrofocus, or

suspended models from Napoleon and Heat & Glo are designed for this type of installation.

Cost expectations run $8,000-$20,000 depending on the unit, structural modifications required, and complexity of
the gas and vent routing. The fireplace itself costs $4,000-$12,000, but installation labor, structural work, and
finishing typically exceed the unit cost. Factor in engineering consultation ($1,000-$2,500), permits ($300-$600),

and potential ceiling refinishing after running gas lines and venting.

This is definitely professional-only work requiring coordination between a structural engineer, licensed gas fitter,
and experienced fireplace installer familiar with suspended units. The gas line work requires a licensed gas fitter
and gas permit, structural modifications need engineering approval, and the specialized mounting and venting

systems require expertise with these unique installations.

Need help finding a fireplace installer experienced with suspended gas fireplaces? Calgary Fireplaces can match
you with contractors who specialize in architectural fireplace installations through the Calgary Construction
Network.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

Upper Cut Landscaping LTD

Greenstone landscaping solutions

Allure Residential & Commercial inc

Dealtwith.

View all contractors ?
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How do | match my fireplace design to a modern farmhouse style Calgary
home?

Modern farmhouse style perfectly complements Calgary's climate and lifestyle, creating cozy gathering
spaces that feel both sophisticated and welcoming during our long winter months. The key is balancing
rustic charm with clean, contemporary lines while choosing materials that can handle Calgary's extreme

temperature swings and chinook winds.

Shiplap and reclaimed wood are the signature elements of modern farmhouse fireplace design. A floor-to-ceiling
shiplap accent wall behind your fireplace creates instant farmhouse character, while a chunky reclaimed wood
mantel adds authentic texture. In Calgary's dry climate, reclaimed barn wood from local Alberta sources works
beautifully and connects your home to regional heritage. Keep the wood finish natural or use a light whitewash to
maintain that bright, airy farmhouse feel. Remember that wood mantels must maintain Alberta Building Code

clearances — typically 6 inches from the fireplace opening and 12 inches from the sides.

Stone and brick selections should feel organic and weathered rather than polished. Ledgestone in neutral grays
and whites is extremely popular in Calgary modern farmhouse homes, often extending from floor to ceiling for

dramatic impact. Whitewashed brick or painted brick in soft whites and creams creates that classic farmhouse look
while reflecting light during our darker winter months. Avoid overly uniform or shiny materials — the goal is texture

and character that looks like it could have been there for decades.

Linear gas fireplaces work surprisingly well in modern farmhouse designs when framed properly. A long,
horizontal gas fireplace with a substantial reclaimed wood mantel and stone surround maintains clean lines while
the rustic materials provide farmhouse warmth. This combination gives you the convenience of gas heating
(essential during Calgary's -30°C cold snaps) with the visual appeal of traditional farmhouse style. Look for units in

the 30,000-40,000 BTU range to provide meaningful supplemental heating during our six-month heating season.

Color palettes should stay neutral and warm — whites, creams, soft grays, and natural wood tones dominate
modern farmhouse design. These lighter colors are particularly important in Calgary homes where we deal with
limited daylight during winter months. Black accents through fireplace screens, tools, or metal details add contrast

without overwhelming the space. Avoid bold or trendy colors that will date quickly.

Decorative elements complete the look: wrought iron fireplace tools, vintage-style lanterns on the mantel,
galvanized metal accents, and cozy textiles like chunky knit throws and linen pillows. Keep accessories simple and

functional — modern farmhouse style celebrates purposeful beauty rather than clutter.
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Installation considerations for Calgary homes include ensuring your gas fireplace has adequate BTU output for
zone heating (most modern farmhouse great rooms are large, open spaces), proper venting through exterior walls
(horizontal direct-vent is most common), and a gas permit from the City of Calgary. The gas line work must be done

by a licensed gas fitter, and a Safety Codes Officer will inspect the completed installation.

Maintenance planning is crucial given Calgary's heavy fireplace use. Annual gas fireplace service costs $150-
$250 and keeps your unit running efficiently through our long heating season. Natural stone and wood elements

need periodic sealing to protect against our dry climate and temperature fluctuations.

Need help finding a fireplace installer who understands modern farmhouse design? Calgary Fireplaces can match
you with local contractors experienced in creating these popular Calgary home styles through the Calgary

Construction Network.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

Greenstone landscaping solutions

UR COWRY CABINETS

The Original Workshop

Mayken Hazmat Solutions LTD

View all contractors ?

What fireplace design adds the most resale value to a Calgary home?

A direct-vent gas fireplace with natural stone surround in the main living area typically adds the most
resale value to Calgary homes, combining year-round functionality with broad buyer appeal in our climate where

fireplaces are genuinely useful heating appliances rather than decorative features.

Gas fireplaces dominate Calgary's resale market because they offer the perfect balance of convenience,
efficiency, and cost-effectiveness. With ATCO Gas rates at $3.50-$5.00 per GJ, operating costs run just $0.50-
$1.00 per hour — making gas fireplaces practical supplemental heating during Calgary's brutal -25°C to -35°C
winter cold snaps. Buyers recognize this value immediately. Direct-vent units are the gold standard because they're

Calgary Fireplaces — calgaryfireplaces.com — Generated May 10, 2026



safe for modern tight homes, can vent horizontally through a wall (avoiding roof penetrations), and operate

independently of indoor air quality concerns.

Natural stone surrounds deliver the strongest visual impact and broadest appeal across Calgary's diverse
housing market. Ledgestone, stacked slate, and cultured stone create that coveted "mountain modern" aesthetic
that resonates with buyers in our Rocky Mountain foothills location. Stone surrounds photograph beautifully for MLS
listings and create an immediate focal point that makes living rooms feel more substantial and finished. A quality
stone surround with a wood or stone mantel shelf typically costs $3,000-$6,000 but can add $8,000-$12,000 in
perceived value to the right buyer.

Linear gas fireplaces are trending strongly in newer Calgary developments and appeal particularly to buyers
seeking contemporary design. These wide, shallow units with glass media or river rock create a sleek, hotel-like
ambiance. However, traditional fireplaces with realistic log sets still appeal to buyers preferring classic aesthetics,

so your choice should match your home's overall style and target buyer demographic.

Location within the home matters significantly for resale value. Main floor living rooms or great rooms deliver
maximum impact because these are the spaces buyers experience during showings and where families spend
winter evenings. Basement family rooms are secondary priorities. Master bedroom fireplaces appeal to luxury
buyers but represent a smaller market segment. Avoid vent-free units in bedrooms entirely — they're restricted

under the Alberta Building Code and create buyer concerns about air quality.

Size appropriately for Calgary's climate — units producing 25,000-40,000 BTU provide meaningful supplemental
heat during our six-month heating season. Undersized decorative units miss the functional heating value that
Calgary buyers expect from fireplaces. Oversized units short-cycle and waste energy. Professional sizing based on
room volume, ceiling height, and insulation levels ensures optimal performance that buyers will appreciate during

home inspections.

Quality installation with proper permits adds credibility and removes buyer concerns about safety and code
compliance. Every gas fireplace requires a gas permit and Safety Codes Officer inspection in Calgary —
unpermitted work creates red flags during home sales and may require expensive corrections. Choose established

manufacturers like Napoleon, Regency, or Valor that offer strong warranty support and local service networks.

Avoid trendy materials that may date quickly — ultra-modern concrete surrounds or bold tile patterns might
appeal to specific buyers but could limit your market. Classic natural stone, quality wood mantels, and neutral color

palettes age gracefully and appeal to successive generations of buyers.

Total investment for maximum resale impact typically runs $6,000-$10,000 for a complete gas fireplace with
custom stone surround and professional installation. This represents excellent value in Calgary's market where

fireplaces are expected features rather than luxury additions.
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Need help finding a fireplace installer for your resale project? Calgary Fireplaces can match you with local

contractors through the Calgary Construction Network for free estimates on maximizing your home's value.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

e K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

e New Earth Waste Services Ltd

Dealtwith.

Amar Homes Inc

Calgary Custom Concepts

View all contractors ?

How do | design a feature wall around a modern linear fireplace in Calgary?

A modern linear fireplace feature wall should extend from floor to ceiling with natural stone or sleek
materials that complement Calgary's contemporary home styles, creating a dramatic focal point that

handles our extreme temperature swings and long heating season.

The key to designing around a linear fireplace is scale and proportion — these units are typically 36" to 72" wide
but only 12-16" tall, so the surrounding feature wall needs substantial height and width to balance the horizontal
emphasis. Plan for the feature wall to extend at least 8-10 feet wide and reach the full ceiling height, whether that's

9 feet in a standard home or 12+ feet in a great room with vaulted ceilings.

Natural stone remains the most popular choice for Calgary fireplace feature walls, and for good reason in our
climate. Ledgestone, stacked slate, or linear stone planks create texture and visual weight that complements the
clean lines of a modern linear unit. The stone provides thermal mass that helps moderate temperature swings
during chinook events, and quality stone installations handle Calgary's freeze-thaw cycles without cracking or
shifting. Expect to invest $25-40 per square foot for natural stone installation, with the feature wall typically requiring

80-120 square feet of material.

Contemporary alternatives include large-format porcelain tile that mimics concrete or natural stone, painted

accent walls in deep charcoal or black, or shiplap and reclaimed wood for a modern farmhouse aesthetic that's
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trending in Calgary's newer communities like Mahogany and Auburn Bay. Metal panels in blackened steel or
weathered copper create an industrial look but require careful attention to thermal expansion joints given our

temperature extremes.

Electrical planning is critical for linear fireplace feature walls. Most installations require a dedicated 240V circuit
for larger units (40+ inches), plus additional outlets for accent lighting, TV mounting, or decorative elements. Plan
for integrated LED strip lighting behind floating shelves or within stone reveals to highlight texture and create
ambiance. Many Calgary homeowners add recessed lighting above the fireplace to wash the feature wall and

eliminate shadows.

The mantel or floating shelf on a linear fireplace serves more as a design element than functional storage. Keep it
minimal — a single floating wood beam or steel shelf that spans wider than the fireplace opening creates horizontal
continuity. Maintain Alberta Building Code clearances: minimum 6 inches above the fireplace opening for

combustible materials, though many designers go 12-18 inches for better proportions.

Integration with entertainment systems is common since linear fireplaces work well below wall-mounted TVs.
Plan the feature wall height to accommodate both elements with proper spacing — typically 12-18 inches between

the top of the fireplace and bottom of the TV. Use the feature wall to conceal all wiring and create clean sight lines.

For Calgary's climate, ensure your linear fireplace provides adequate heat output for the room size. Most quality
linear units produce 25,000-40,000 BTU, which effectively heats 800-1,200 square feet when properly sized. The

feature wall design shouldn't block heat circulation — avoid enclosed surrounds that trap warm air.

Installation requires a gas permit from the City of Calgary and must be completed by a licensed gas fitter. The
horizontal venting typical of linear fireplaces needs proper termination clearances from windows, doors, and
property lines under the Alberta Building Code. Professional installation ensures the feature wall construction

doesn't interfere with required combustion air supply or venting.

Cost expectations for a complete linear fireplace feature wall range from $8,000-15,000 in Calgary, including a
quality direct-vent linear unit ($3,000-6,000), natural stone or premium finishing materials ($3,000-5,000), electrical
work for dedicated circuits and accent lighting ($800-1,500), and professional installation with gas permit ($1,500-
2,500).

Need help finding a fireplace installer experienced with linear units and feature wall design? Calgary Fireplaces can
match you with local contractors who specialize in modern fireplace installations through the Calgary Construction
Network.
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Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

Mayken Hazmat Solutions LTD

Jk Stucco

The Original Workshop

G.D.K Drywall LTD.

View all contractors ?
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Q10
What is a media wall fireplace and how much does it cost in Calgary?

A media wall fireplace is a built-in electric fireplace integrated into a custom wall unit that combines the
fireplace with entertainment center storage and TV mounting — creating a sleek, modern focal point that

houses your television, sound system, and decorative elements alongside realistic flame effects.

Media walls have become one of the most popular fireplace trends in Calgary's newer homes and condo
developments because they maximize functionality in open-concept living spaces while providing the ambiance of a
fireplace without requiring gas lines or venting. The electric fireplace component typically spans 50-72 inches wide

and sits flush within the wall unit, creating a seamless linear flame effect that complements modern interior design.
Construction and Design Flexibility

The media wall itself is usually built from MDF, plywood, or drywall framing and can be finished with virtually any
material — reclaimed wood planks, shiplap, natural stone veneer, tile, or painted drywall. Popular Calgary finishes
include stacked ledgestone (matching the Rocky Mountain aesthetic), barn wood planks for farmhouse styles, and
clean white or charcoal painted surfaces for contemporary homes. The wall typically extends floor-to-ceiling and

can incorporate floating shelves, hidden cable management, and integrated lighting.

Electric fireplace inserts for media walls range from basic LED flame effects to premium units with multiple flame
colors, adjustable brightness, crackling sound effects, and smartphone app control. Heat output is limited to 5,100
BTU (1,500 watts) — adequate for zone heating a living room but far less than the 25,000-40,000 BTU available
from gas fireplaces. However, many Calgary homeowners use media wall fireplaces primarily for ambiance rather

than heating, especially in well-insulated modern homes with efficient furnace systems.
Calgary Climate Considerations

While media wall fireplaces provide beautiful ambiance year-round, their limited heat output means they're
supplemental rather than primary heating during Calgary's brutal winter months when temperatures drop to -25°C
or colder. At current Alberta electricity rates of roughly $0.12-$0.16 per kWh, running the heater function costs
approximately $0.18-$0.24 per hour — significantly more expensive than ATCO Gas at $3.50-$5.00 per GJ, which
makes gas fireplaces more cost-effective for actual heating. However, electric fireplaces continue working during

chinook wind events that can disrupt natural gas draft in vented fireplaces.
Installation Requirements and Permits

Media wall fireplaces require a dedicated 15 or 20-amp electrical circuit to handle the 1,500-watt heating element,
which means hiring a certified electrician and obtaining an electrical permit from the City of Calgary. The electrical

work must be inspected by a Safety Codes Officer before the wall can be closed up. Simple plug-in electric
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fireplaces don't require permits, but built-in units that are hardwired definitely do. No gas permits, venting, or

chimney work is required, making installation much simpler than gas fireplaces.

Calgary Media Wall Costs

Complete media wall fireplace projects in Calgary typically range from $3,000-$7,000 depending on size, materials,

and complexity. Here's the breakdown:

Electric fireplace insert: $800-$2,500 (50-72" linear units with premium features)
Electrical work and permit: $500-$800 (dedicated circuit installation)

Framing and drywall: $800-$1,500 (floor-to-ceiling wall construction)

Finishing materials: $600-$2,000 (stone veneer, wood planks, paint, trim)

Labor for assembly and finishing: $800-$1,500

Premium projects with natural stone, custom millwork, integrated sound systems, and professional design can
reach $8,000-$12,000. DIY-savvy homeowners can reduce costs by handling the framing and finishing

themselves, but the electrical work must be done by a certified electrician.

Media wall fireplaces work particularly well in Calgary condos and townhomes where gas venting is impractical,
and they're perfect for basement family rooms, master bedrooms, and modern open-concept spaces where you

want the ambiance of a fireplace integrated with your entertainment center.

Need help finding an electrician or contractor for your media wall project? Calgary Fireplaces can match you

with local professionals through the Calgary Construction Network.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with

qualified professionals:

K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES
Alpine Exteriors siding and roofing
Wise Abatement

Royland Stucco

Greenstone landscaping solutions

View all contractors ?
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Q11

What is a three-sided fireplace and does it work well in Calgary open-concept
homes?

A three-sided fireplace (also called a peninsula or see-through fireplace) has glass on three sides, allowing
you to view the flames from multiple angles — perfect for open-concept homes where you want the
fireplace visible from the kitchen, dining room, and living room simultaneously. These units work
exceptionally well in Calgary's open-concept homes, providing both the visual impact of a room divider and

meaningful supplemental heat during our long, cold winters.
Design and Functionality

Three-sided gas fireplaces typically feature a glass front plus glass panels on both sides, creating a stunning 270-
degree flame view. The back remains solid and houses the gas controls, venting connections, and heat exchanger.
Popular models from Napoleon, Regency, and Heat & Glo produce 25,000-40,000 BTU — enough to meaningfully
heat a large open-concept space during Calgary's -25°C to -35°C winter cold snaps. The multi-directional heat
output works perfectly for open floor plans, radiating warmth in multiple directions rather than focusing heat in one

direction like a traditional single-sided unit.

The visual impact is dramatic — these fireplaces become sculptural room elements that define spaces without
blocking sightlines. In Calgary's popular open-concept designs, a three-sided fireplace can separate the living room
from the dining area while maintaining the open feel. The flames are visible from the kitchen island, dining table,

and living room seating, creating ambiance throughout the main floor.
Calgary Climate Advantages

Calgary's extreme winters make three-sided fireplaces particularly valuable because they provide zone heating for
your home's most-used spaces. During January and February cold snaps, running a 30,000 BTU three-sided
fireplace costs approximately $0.75-$1.25 per hour at current ATCO Gas rates — significantly cheaper than heating
the entire open-concept space with your furnace alone. The multi-directional heat distribution means you can lower

your thermostat while maintaining comfort in the kitchen, dining, and living areas.
Installation Considerations

Three-sided fireplaces require careful planning for proper direct-vent installation. The unit needs adequate
clearances on all three glass sides — typically 6-12 inches from combustible materials under the Alberta Building
Code. Venting can run horizontally through an exterior wall or vertically through the roof, but the longer vent runs
common with peninsula installations may require a larger diameter vent pipe or additional elbows. A gas permit

from the City of Calgary is required, and the installation must be inspected by a Safety Codes Officer.
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The biggest installation challenge is often the gas line routing, since the fireplace sits in the middle of the space
rather than against an exterior wall. Your gas fitter may need to run the line under the slab or through interior walls,

which can add $500-$1,500 to the project cost depending on your home's layout.
Costs and Considerations

Expect to invest $6,000-$12,000 for a complete three-sided fireplace installation in Calgary, including the unit,
venting, gas line, permits, and basic finishing. Premium linear three-sided models with floor-to-ceiling stone
surrounds can reach $15,000-$20,000. The higher cost compared to traditional fireplaces reflects the more complex

venting, additional gas line work, and premium nature of these statement units.
Maintenance and Efficiency

Three-sided fireplaces require annual service like any gas fireplace, but the multiple glass panels mean more
surface area to clean and inspect. The efficiency ratings typically range from 70-85%, comparable to quality single-
sided direct-vent units. During Calgary's chinook events, the sealed direct-vent design prevents backdrafting issues

that can affect traditional fireplaces.

Need help finding a fireplace installer experienced with three-sided units? Calgary Fireplaces can match you with

contractors familiar with these specialty installations through the Calgary Construction Network.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

Royland Stucco

Amar Homes Inc

Mike’s Restoration Service
e Venkor Group Inc

View all contractors ?

Q12

Should I use fire glass or ceramic logs in my Calgary gas fireplace?
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Fire glass is generally the better choice for Calgary gas fireplaces because it provides superior heat output,
requires less maintenance during our long heating season, and offers a clean modern aesthetic that complements

contemporary Calgary home designs.

Fire glass delivers significantly more radiant heat than ceramic logs because the glass pieces absorb heat from
the flames and radiate it back into your room. This matters in Calgary where your gas fireplace will run regularly
from October through April — potentially 6 months of consistent use during our extended winter season. The
improved heat transfer means you'll get more warmth per dollar of ATCO Gas consumed, which is important when

you're using the fireplace as genuine supplemental heating rather than just ambiance.

Maintenance is simpler with fire glass, which is crucial given Calgary's heavy fireplace usage. Fire glass doesn't
deteriorate, crack, or fade like ceramic logs do after hundreds of hours of operation. You simply rinse the glass
annually to remove dust and soot buildup. Ceramic logs, by contrast, can crack from thermal cycling (especially
problematic during chinook events when temperatures swing rapidly), fade from UV exposure through windows,

and accumulate soot that's difficult to clean from the textured surfaces.

Fire glass also provides better flame patterns in most modern gas fireplaces. The flames dance through and
around the glass pieces, creating dynamic movement that many Calgary homeowners find more visually appealing
than the static appearance of ceramic logs. Fire glass comes in numerous colors — clear, blue, bronze, black —

allowing you to match your room's décor.

However, ceramic logs do offer the traditional wood-burning fireplace appearance that some homeowners
prefer, especially in rustic or traditional Calgary home styles. If authenticity matters more than efficiency, quality

ceramic logs from manufacturers like Rasmussen or Peterson create a convincing wood fire illusion.

For Calgary's climate and usage patterns, fire glass is typically the smarter choice. The improved heat output,
minimal maintenance, and durability make it ideal for fireplaces that see heavy winter use. Most Calgary fireplace
contractors stock fire glass in popular colors, and installation is straightforward — just ensure proper depth and

coverage according to your fireplace manufacturer's specifications.

Need help finding a fireplace professional to upgrade your media or service your gas fireplace? Calgary Fireplaces

can match you with local contractors through the Calgary Construction Network.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

e K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

e Premium Built Structures
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e WestAim Construction Ltd.
e Bracha Concrete & Coatings Inc.
e G.D.K Drywall LTD.

View all contractors ?
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(O)K]
How do | choose fireplace design for a Calgary basement rec room?

Choosing the right fireplace design for your Calgary basement rec room depends on your ceiling height,
moisture levels, ventilation options, and how you'll use the space during Calgary's long winter months. A
gas fireplace is typically the best choice for basements since it provides reliable supplemental heat without the

venting challenges of wood-burning units.

Gas fireplaces work exceptionally well in Calgary basements because they don't require a full chimney system
— just direct venting through the basement wall to the exterior. This makes installation much simpler and less
expensive than running a chimney up through multiple floors. A direct-vent gas fireplace draws combustion air from
outside and exhausts back outside, so it won't affect your basement's air quality or create moisture issues. For a
typical Calgary basement rec room (400-800 square feet), look for a unit producing 20,000-30,000 BTU, which
provides meaningful supplemental heat during those -25°C to -35°C cold snaps when your main furnace is working

overtime.

Consider your basement's specific conditions when selecting the fireplace style. If you have standard 7-8 foot
ceilings, a traditional rectangular gas fireplace (36-42 inches wide) fits proportionally without overwhelming the
space. For finished basements with 9+ foot ceilings, a larger linear fireplace (48-60 inches wide) creates a more
dramatic focal point. Electric fireplaces are another excellent basement option — they require no venting, just a
dedicated 240V circuit for built-in units or a standard outlet for wall-mount models. While electric provides less heat
output (about 5,100 BTU maximum), it's often sufficient for zone heating a basement entertainment area, and

operating costs are predictable regardless of ATCO Gas price fluctuations.

Moisture management is critical in Calgary basements due to our extreme temperature swings and chinook
events that can cause rapid humidity changes. Choose fireplace materials that handle moisture well — avoid
natural wood mantels in favor of engineered wood, stone, or tile surrounds. If installing a gas line for a gas
fireplace, ensure proper drainage around the exterior vent termination to prevent ice buildup during winter months.
For finishing touches, consider a stone veneer accent wall behind the fireplace using ledgestone or stacked slate,

which are popular in Calgary and handle basement moisture better than drywall or wood paneling.

Installation considerations include permits and access. Gas fireplace installation requires a gas permit from the
City of Calgary and inspection by a Safety Codes Officer, even in basements. The gas fitter needs access to run
the gas line from your meter (usually outside) to the basement location. Electric fireplaces requiring new circuits
need electrical permits. Plan the installation during warmer months if possible — while the indoor work can be done

year-round, exterior venting work is easier when it's not -30°C outside.
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A basement fireplace transforms your rec room into a cozy retreat during Calgary's six-month heating
season. Whether you're watching hockey playoffs in February or hosting family gatherings during holiday cold
snaps, a properly sized fireplace makes the basement a comfortable, usable space rather than just storage. Budget
$3,500-$6,500 for a complete gas fireplace installation with basic stone surround, or $2,500-$4,500 for a built-in
electric fireplace with media wall finishing.

Need help finding a fireplace installer? Calgary Fireplaces can match you with local contractors who specialize in

basement installations and understand Calgary's unique climate challenges.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified
professionals:

e K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

Dealtwith.

Greenstone landscaping solutions

Mayken Hazmat Solutions LTD

Durable Decks

View all contractors ?

Q14
How do | design a double-sided fireplace as a room divider in a Calgary home?

A double-sided fireplace makes an excellent room divider in Calgary homes, creating a dramatic focal point
while providing efficient zone heating for both spaces during our long winter season. These see-through
units work particularly well between living and dining areas, or separating a great room from a kitchen, allowing the
fireplace's 25,000-40,000 BTU heat output to warm both zones effectively.

Design considerations start with the fireplace type and placement. Gas direct-vent see-through fireplaces are
the most practical choice for Calgary homes because they provide consistent heat output, require minimal
clearances, and can vent horizontally through an exterior wall rather than requiring a vertical chimney chase
through the center of your home. Popular models from Napoleon, Regency, and Heat & Glo offer viewing areas
ranging from 36 to 60 inches wide. The fireplace needs to be positioned where both rooms can enjoy the view while
maintaining proper clearances from combustible materials — typically 6-12 inches depending on the specific unit

and manufacturer specifications.
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Structural planning is critical because the fireplace and surround create a substantial room divider. The unit
itself weighs 200-400 pounds, and a floor-to-ceiling stone or tile surround can add significant weight requiring
proper floor support. Most Calgary homes built after 1980 can handle this load, but older homes may need
structural reinforcement. The fireplace chase typically extends 18-24 inches into each room, so factor this into your
furniture layout. Consider running electrical for accent lighting within the surround and ensuring adequate space for

the gas line connection and venting.

Calgary's climate makes proper venting especially important for see-through fireplaces. Direct-vent units use
a coaxial vent system that draws combustion air from outside and exhausts combustion gases outside, preventing
any impact on indoor air quality. The vent can typically run horizontally up to 40 feet with proper termination
clearances from windows, doors, and air intakes. During chinook events when rapid temperature changes can
affect chimney draft, the sealed combustion system of a direct-vent unit eliminates backdrafting concerns that could

occur with a traditional wood-burning see-through fireplace.

Surround materials and design create the visual impact. Natural stone like ledgestone or stacked slate works
beautifully in Calgary homes and complements both traditional and contemporary designs. A floor-to-ceiling stone
surround creates dramatic height and helps define the room separation. Consider extending the hearth pad into
both rooms for visual balance and code compliance — most units require a 12-18 inch non-combustible hearth
extension. Built-in storage or display niches on either side of the fireplace add functionality while maintaining the

room divider concept.

Installation requires careful coordination of trades. Gas line work must be done by a licensed gas fitter with a
gas permit from the City of Calgary. If you're adding electrical for accent lighting or a hardwired electric backup,
you'll need an electrical permit and certified electrician. The masonry or tile work for the surround requires skilled
tradespeople familiar with fireplace clearance requirements. Total project costs typically range from $8,000-$15,000

including the fireplace unit, professional installation, gas permit, and custom stone surround.

Practical operation tips for Calgary winters: Position furniture to take advantage of radiant heat from both sides,
but maintain clearances for safety and optimal heat circulation. The see-through design allows you to enjoy the
flames from multiple seating areas while the unit provides meaningful supplemental heat during our -25°C to -35°C
cold snaps. Annual maintenance becomes especially important with heavy winter use — have the unit serviced

each fall before the heating season begins.

Need help finding a fireplace installer experienced with see-through installations? Calgary Fireplaces can match

you with local contractors who specialize in room divider fireplace projects for a free consultation and estimate.
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Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

True North Overhead Doors

WestAim Construction Ltd.

Calgary Custom Concepts

Calgary Garage Builders Ltd

View all contractors ?

Q15

What decorative media options are available for gas fireplaces in Calgary
showrooms?

Calgary showrooms offer an extensive range of decorative media options for gas fireplaces, from
traditional ceramic logs to contemporary fire glass and modern steel media. The choice of media dramatically
changes your fireplace's appearance and can transform the same gas unit from rustic cabin to sleek contemporary

depending on your selection.

Traditional ceramic logs remain the most popular choice in Calgary showrooms, designed to mimic specific wood
species like birch, oak, and pine. High-quality ceramic logs feature realistic bark texture, natural coloring, and
strategic placement guides to create authentic-looking log arrangements. These work particularly well in traditional
and transitional Calgary homes where homeowners want the classic fireplace appearance. Ceramic logs typically

cost $150-$400 for a complete set and last 10-15 years with normal use.

Fire glass has become increasingly popular in Calgary's modern homes and condos. Available in reflective,
non-reflective, and colored varieties, fire glass creates a clean contemporary look that complements Calgary's
popular linear gas fireplaces. Colors range from classic clear and cobalt blue to bronze, copper, and black. The
glass pieces reflect and amplify the flame, creating impressive visual impact. Fire glass costs $3-$8 per pound, with

most residential fireplaces requiring 10-20 pounds depending on firebox size.

Decorative stones and pebbles offer a natural alternative that works well with Calgary's mountain-inspired design
aesthetic. River rock, lava rock, and ceramic stones create an organic appearance that complements stone
surrounds popular in Calgary homes. These media options work particularly well with contemporary direct-vent

units and provide excellent heat retention and distribution.
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Modern steel and contemporary media options include stainless steel spheres, geometric shapes, and artistic
arrangements that create striking visual effects. These premium options typically cost $200-$500 but create unique

focal points in high-end Calgary installations.

Important safety considerations apply to all decorative media in Calgary's climate. Never use non-approved
materials like regular rocks, marbles, or decorative items not specifically designed for gas fireplaces. During
Calgary's extreme cold, rapid heating can cause improper materials to crack or explode. Always follow
manufacturer specifications for media type, quantity, and placement to ensure proper combustion and prevent

damage to the fireplace's heat exchanger.

Seasonal media changes are popular among Calgary homeowners who use their fireplaces heavily during the six-
month heating season. Some homeowners switch from ceramic logs in fall/winter to fire glass in spring for a

different aesthetic, though this requires turning off the gas supply and allowing complete cooling between changes.

Calgary showrooms including those representing Napoleon, Regency, Valor, and Heat & Glo typically display
multiple media options with the same fireplace model, allowing you to see exactly how different choices affect the
overall appearance. Many showrooms offer media starter packages with new fireplace purchases, and most can

special-order specific colors or styles not kept in regular inventory.

When selecting decorative media, consider your home's overall design aesthetic, the fireplace's role as a heating
appliance during Calgary winters, and maintenance preferences. Fire glass requires occasional cleaning but
doesn't degrade like ceramic logs, while traditional logs may need replacement every decade but provide the most

authentic wood-burning appearance.

Need help finding a fireplace installer to discuss media options for your specific unit? Calgary Fireplaces can match
you with local professionals who can recommend the best decorative media for your fireplace model and design

preferences.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified
professionals:

e K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

e Premium Built Structures

e Ardco Construction

e Besademolition

e Amar Homes Inc

View all contractors ?
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Q16
Can | add a fireplace to a Calgary home office or den?

Yes, adding a fireplace to a Calgary home office or den is absolutely possible and can create a warm,
productive workspace during our long winter months. A fireplace transforms a home office from a utilitarian
space into a comfortable retreat where you'll actually want to spend time, especially valuable when working from

home during Calgary's brutal January and February cold snaps.

Gas fireplaces are the most practical choice for home offices because they provide instant, controllable heat
without the maintenance demands of wood-burning units. A direct-vent gas fireplace in the 15,000-25,000 BTU
range is ideal for most home offices and dens, providing meaningful supplemental heat while your main furnace
handles the rest of the house. The sealed combustion system means no impact on indoor air quality — important in

a smaller workspace where you'll be spending extended periods.

Electric fireplaces offer the simplest installation if your office already has adequate electrical service. Wall-
mounted linear electric units are particularly popular in modern home offices, creating a sleek focal point without
requiring gas lines or venting. However, electric heating costs 3-4 times more than natural gas at current ATCO

Gas and Alberta electricity rates, so factor ongoing operating costs into your decision.

Installation considerations for home offices include ensuring adequate wall space for proper clearances around
the fireplace, planning the gas line route if choosing gas (which requires a licensed gas fitter and gas permit), and
considering the room's existing heating and ventilation. Many Calgary home offices are converted bedrooms or
basement spaces, so verify that the room meets minimum volume requirements if considering a vent-free gas unit,

though direct-vent is generally the better choice.

Calgary's extreme winter climate makes office fireplaces particularly valuable because they provide zone
heating exactly where you need it. During those -30°C stretches in January, you can keep your main thermostat
lower and use the fireplace to create a comfortable microclimate in your workspace. This approach often reduces

overall heating costs while improving comfort.

Permit requirements depend on your fireplace choice. Gas fireplaces require a gas permit from the City of
Calgary and Safety Codes Officer inspection. Hardwired electric fireplaces need an electrical permit if you're adding

a new dedicated circuit. Simple plug-in electric units on existing outlets don't require permits.

Design considerations for office fireplaces include choosing a style that complements your workspace aesthetic
— linear gas units work well in contemporary offices, while traditional gas fireplaces suit classic den environments.
Consider the fireplace placement relative to your desk setup to avoid glare on computer screens while maximizing

the cozy ambiance.
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Budget expectations range from $2,500-$5,000 for a basic electric fireplace with simple surround, $4,000-$7,000
for a gas fireplace with standard finishing, and $6,000-$12,000 for a gas unit with custom stone or built-in cabinetry

integration.

Need help finding a fireplace installer for your home office project? Calgary Fireplaces can match you with local
contractors who specialize in residential fireplace installation and understand the unique requirements of workspace

heating in Calgary's climate.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

e K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

Dealtwith.

Wise Abatement

Calgary Custom Concepts

WestAim Construction Ltd.

View all contractors ?

Q17
What stone types look best for a Calgary fireplace surround?

Natural stone is the most popular fireplace surround material in Calgary, with ledgestone, stacked slate,
and cultured stone leading the choices for their durability in our climate and ability to complement both

modern and traditional home styles.

Ledgestone creates the most popular look in Calgary homes — horizontal stacked stone with natural texture and
colour variation. Available in earth tones like grey, beige, and brown that work well with Alberta's natural landscape
views. The horizontal lines complement Calgary's prairie architecture and ranch-style homes. Ledgestone is

typically 2-6 inches thick and creates beautiful shadow lines that add depth to your fireplace wall.

Stacked slate offers a more refined, contemporary appearance with clean horizontal lines and consistent
thickness. Popular in darker greys and charcoals that create dramatic contrast with lighter wall colours. Slate's
natural cleft surface provides subtle texture without being overly rustic. This works particularly well in modern

Calgary homes with open-concept living spaces where the fireplace serves as a room divider.
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Cultured stone (manufactured stone veneer) provides the look of natural stone at roughly half the cost. High-
quality cultured stone is virtually indistinguishable from natural stone and offers more consistent sizing and colour
matching. Popular brands like Eldorado Stone and Cultured Stone offer dozens of profiles that mimic everything
from fieldstone to limestone. The lighter weight makes installation easier and less expensive than full-thickness

natural stone.

Granite and marble create elegant, formal surrounds but require more maintenance in Calgary's climate. The
polished surfaces show water spots and fingerprints more readily, and natural stone can be affected by the mineral
content in Calgary's hard water. These work best for homeowners who want a luxury appearance and don't mind

regular cleaning.

River rock and fieldstone complement Calgary's mountain proximity and work especially well in walkout
basement family rooms or great rooms with vaulted ceilings. The irregular shapes create a more casual, cottage-
like feel. However, the uneven surface collects more dust and requires more detailed cleaning than flat stone

profiles.

Climate considerations are important for Calgary fireplace surrounds. Natural stone performs well in our dry

climate and isn't affected by chinook temperature swings like some materials. Stone also provides thermal mass
that absorbs heat during fireplace operation and releases it slowly afterward, extending the warming effect. Avoid
porous stones like sandstone near the firebox opening, as they can absorb moisture and potentially crack during

freeze-thaw cycles if the fireplace isn't used regularly.

Installation requirements under the Alberta Building Code specify minimum clearances between combustible
materials and the fireplace opening. Stone surrounds must extend at least 6 inches beyond each side of the
fireplace opening and 8 inches above for gas fireplaces. The stone itself is non-combustible, but any wood framing
or backing materials must maintain proper clearances. Professional installation ensures code compliance and

proper anchoring to support the stone weight.

Cost considerations in Calgary range from $15-$35 per square foot for cultured stone installed, $25-$45 per
square foot for natural ledgestone or slate, and $35-$65 per square foot for premium granite or marble. A typical
fireplace surround covers 60-100 square feet, putting most stone surrounds in the $2,000-$4,500 range including

installation.

Need help finding a fireplace contractor for stone surround installation? Calgary Fireplaces can match you with local
professionals who specialize in natural stone work and understand Alberta Building Code requirements for fireplace

surrounds.
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Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

G.D.K Drywall LTD.

PLATINUM Pool & Spa Services Ltd

Keystone Exteriors

Ardco Construction

View all contractors ?

Q18
Is a corner fireplace a good design choice for a Calgary living room?

Corner fireplaces can be an excellent design choice for Calgary living rooms, especially in smaller spaces
where they maximize both floor area and heating efficiency during our long winter season. They create a
natural focal point while allowing furniture arrangement that takes advantage of the fireplace's heat output during

Calgary's brutal -25°C to -35°C cold snaps.

Space efficiency is the biggest advantage of corner fireplace placement. In Calgary's typical suburban homes
— many built in the 1980s-2000s with open-concept main floors — a corner fireplace frees up valuable wall space
for windows, built-ins, or large furniture pieces while still providing the cozy gathering spot that makes winter
evenings comfortable. The angled placement naturally creates conversation areas and allows heat circulation into
multiple rooms, which is particularly valuable when you're running your fireplace regularly from October through

April.

For heating effectiveness, corner placement works well with Calgary's climate needs. A properly sized gas
fireplace (25,000-40,000 BTU) in a corner position can efficiently warm an open-concept living area while reducing
strain on your furnace during extended cold periods. The corner location often provides better heat distribution than
a centered wall placement, especially in L-shaped or irregularly shaped rooms common in Calgary's newer

developments.

Installation considerations are straightforward but require planning. Gas fireplaces are the most popular
choice for corner installations since ATCO Gas is readily available throughout Calgary and surrounding
communities like Airdrie and Cochrane. Direct-vent units can vent horizontally through either adjacent wall,

giving you flexibility for optimal placement. Corner installations typically cost $4,000-$8,000 including a basic
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surround, with custom stone surrounds adding $2,000-$6,000. You'll need a gas permit from the City of Calgary

and Safety Codes Officer inspection regardless of placement.

Design-wise, corner fireplaces offer unique finishing opportunities. Stone surrounds that wrap both walls
create dramatic visual impact — popular choices in Calgary include ledgestone, stacked slate, and linear tile that
complement both traditional and contemporary homes. The corner location naturally accommodates built-in
shelving or media centers on adjacent walls. However, ensure your design maintains Alberta Building Code

clearances from combustible materials.

Potential drawbacks include furniture arrangement challenges — corner placement can limit seating options
and may not work well in formal living rooms where symmetrical furniture arrangement is desired. The corner
location also requires careful planning for TV placement if you want both fireplace and entertainment center in the

same room.

Calgary-specific considerations include chinook effects on venting. Corner fireplaces with horizontal venting
need proper termination clearances and wind guards to prevent backdrafting during chinook events when pressure
changes rapidly. Annual maintenance becomes especially important given our six-month heating season and the

accumulated operating hours.

Need help finding a fireplace installer experienced with corner installations? Calgary Fireplaces can match you with
local contractors who understand both the design and technical requirements for corner fireplace placement in

Calgary homes.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified
professionals:

e K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

e Venkor Group Inc

e Canadian Closet

e G.D.K Drywall LTD.

e True North Overhead Doors

View all contractors ?
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Q19

Is a floating mantel better than a traditional mantel for a modern Calgary
fireplace?

Both floating and traditional mantels work well in modern Calgary homes, but floating mantels offer a
cleaner, more contemporary aesthetic that's become increasingly popular in new builds and renovations.

The choice depends on your design style, fireplace type, and how you plan to use the mantel space.

Floating mantels create a sleek, minimalist look that complements modern gas fireplaces, especially linear units
and contemporary stone surrounds. They appear to "float" on the wall without visible brackets, giving a clean line
that works particularly well with stacked stone, large format tile, or smooth drywall surrounds. In Calgary's modern
homes with open-concept layouts, floating mantels maintain visual flow without adding bulk. They're typically made
from reclaimed wood, steel, or engineered materials and can be customized to any length to match linear gas

fireplaces.

Traditional mantels with legs and a full surround offer more substantial visual presence and storage
opportunity. They work beautifully with classic gas fireplaces, wood-burning units, and homes with craftsman or
transitional styling. Traditional mantels provide more display space for décor, family photos, and seasonal items —
important in Calgary homes where the fireplace serves as a focal point during the long heating season from

October through April. They also offer more flexibility for incorporating built-in storage or media components.

For Calgary's climate considerations, both styles must maintain proper clearances from the firebox under the
Alberta Building Code. Combustible materials like wood mantels require minimum 6-inch clearance from the
fireplace opening, regardless of whether they're floating or traditional style. The mounting method is crucial —
floating mantels need secure wall anchoring to handle the thermal expansion and contraction from Calgary's

extreme temperature swings, including rapid chinook warming events.

Installation complexity differs significantly. Traditional mantels often involve more carpentry work and may
require structural modifications, especially for heavy stone or tile surrounds. Floating mantels are generally simpler
to install but require precise wall anchoring and may need blocking installed during construction for secure
mounting. Both styles can be DIY projects for experienced homeowners, but gas line work and fireplace installation

always requires a licensed gas fitter with proper permits.

Cost ranges vary widely — floating mantels typically run $300-$1,500 for materials plus installation, while
traditional mantel and surround combinations range from $1,500-$6,000 depending on materials and complexity.
Natural stone surrounds with either mantel style are popular in Calgary and add significant value during the strong

winter resale market.
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For modern Calgary homes, floating mantels offer the contemporary aesthetic most buyers expect, while traditional

mantels provide classic appeal and functionality that works well with the city's long fireplace season.

Need help finding a fireplace contractor to install your mantel and surround? Calgary Fireplaces can match you with

local professionals for free estimates on your project.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified
professionals:

e K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

Allure Residential & Commercial inc

Quality count construction Ltd.

Upper Cut Landscaping LTD

True North Overhead Doors

View all contractors ?

Q20
How do | design an outdoor fireplace for a covered Calgary patio?

Outdoor fireplaces are excellent additions to Calgary patios, extending your outdoor season through fall
and even mild winter days, but require careful planning for Alberta's extreme weather conditions and

specific design considerations for covered spaces.

An outdoor fireplace transforms a covered patio into a true four-season living space in Calgary. During chinook
events when temperatures can jump from -20°C to +10°C in hours, an outdoor fireplace lets you enjoy those
unexpected warm winter afternoons. Even during regular fall and spring weather, a well-designed outdoor fireplace

extends your patio season from April through November.
Gas vs. Wood for Outdoor Calgary Fireplaces

Gas outdoor fireplaces are the most practical choice for Calgary patios. They connect to your home's ATCO Gas
line (requires a licensed gas fitter and gas permit), provide instant heat without the mess of wood storage, and can
be safely operated in covered spaces with proper clearances. Direct-vent gas units are ideal because they don't
consume oxygen from the covered patio area. Expect costs of $4,000-$8,000 for a quality outdoor gas fireplace

with professional installation.
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Wood-burning outdoor fireplaces create the authentic campfire experience but require more planning. They need a
full chimney system rising well above your roof line, which can cost $3,000-$5,000 just for the chimney. Wood
storage must stay dry through Calgary's wet springs and snowy winters. However, wood-burning units provide heat

during power outages and create that classic outdoor fire ambiance that gas cannot match.
Covered Patio Design Considerations

Your covered patio structure determines fireplace placement and clearance requirements. The fireplace must
maintain specific distances from combustible materials like wood decking, railings, and overhead structures. For
gas units, you typically need 36 inches from combustible walls and adequate clearance above for heat dissipation.
The roof structure must handle additional heat load and potential snow accumulation around the chimney

penetration.

Ventilation is critical in covered spaces. Even outdoor fireplaces produce combustion gases that need to escape.
Ensure your covered patio has adequate air circulation and isn't completely enclosed. Some covered patios may

require additional ventilation openings to prevent gas buildup.
Weather Protection and Materials

Calgary's extreme temperature swings from -35°C to +35°C, combined with chinook winds and freeze-thaw cycles,
demand durable materials. Natural stone, concrete, and steel construction handle thermal cycling better than
lightweight materials. The firebox and surrounding materials must withstand rapid temperature changes without
cracking.

Protect the fireplace from direct weather exposure even under a covered patio. Wind-driven rain and snow can
reach covered areas during storms. Consider a fireplace with a weather-resistant design or plan for seasonal
covers. Gas line connections need freeze protection, and any electrical components (for ignition or blowers) require

weatherproof installation.
Installation Requirements and Permits

Outdoor gas fireplaces require a gas permit from the City of Calgary and Safety Codes Officer inspection, just like
indoor units. The gas line work must be done by a licensed gas fitter. If you're adding electrical for lighting or

ignition, you'll need an electrical permit and certified electrician.

Building permits may be required depending on the fireplace size and any structural modifications to your covered

patio. Check with City of Calgary Planning & Development before starting construction.

Practical Design Tips
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Position the fireplace to create a natural gathering area while maintaining safe clearances. Consider prevailing wind
patterns — Calgary's chinook winds can affect outdoor fireplace draft and smoke direction. Install the fireplace

where it provides maximum warmth to seating areas without creating smoke problems.

Plan for fuel storage if choosing wood-burning. Calgary's wet springs and heavy snowfall require covered,
ventilated wood storage that keeps fuel dry year-round. Gas units eliminate this concern but need accessible

shutoff valves for maintenance.
When to Hire Professionals

Gas line installation, electrical work, and structural modifications to your covered patio require licensed
professionals. A fireplace contractor can help design the installation to meet Alberta Building Code requirements
while maximizing heat output and safety. For complex installations involving roof penetrations or structural changes,

consult with both a fireplace installer and a structural engineer.

Need help finding a fireplace installer experienced with outdoor installations? Calgary Fireplaces can match you

with contractors who specialize in outdoor fireplace design and understand Calgary's unique weather challenges.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

e K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES
e G.D.K Drywall LTD.

Venkor Group Inc

Mike’s Restoration Service

Jk Stucco

View all contractors ?

Q21
What surround material complements a contemporary Calgary home interior?

For contemporary Calgary homes, natural stone surrounds—particularly linear ledgestone, stacked slate,
or honed granite—create the perfect balance of modern sophistication and durability needed for Calgary's
climate. These materials complement the clean lines and neutral palettes typical of contemporary design while

standing up to the thermal cycling from Calgary's extreme temperature swings and chinook winds.
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Linear ledgestone in charcoal, grey, or white tones has become the most popular choice for contemporary
Calgary fireplaces. The horizontal stacking pattern emphasizes width and creates visual flow, while the natural
texture adds warmth without overwhelming clean modern lines. Brands like Cultured Stone and Eldorado Stone
offer consistent sizing and color matching that works beautifully with contemporary design principles. Installation
typically runs $15-25 per square foot, making a full floor-to-ceiling surround cost $2,000-4,000 depending on the

fireplace size.

Honed granite or quartz slabs provide the ultimate contemporary look with their seamless, monolithic
appearance. Large format slabs (4x8 feet or larger) minimize grout lines and create dramatic visual impact. Popular
colors include absolute black, steel grey, and warm whites that complement contemporary color schemes. The non-
porous surface resists staining and requires minimal maintenance—important for busy Calgary families. Expect to
invest $3,000-6,000 for a custom slab surround including fabrication and installation.

For Calgary's climate considerations, choose materials that handle thermal expansion well. Natural stone and
engineered quartz perform excellently through Calgary's temperature extremes, from -30°C winter nights to +15°C
chinook afternoons. Avoid large format porcelain tiles without proper expansion joints—the rapid temperature

changes during chinook events can cause cracking at grout lines.

Floating wood mantels in walnut, white oak, or painted MDF add warmth to stone surrounds while maintaining
contemporary aesthetics. Keep the mantel design simple—clean lines, minimal brackets, and proper clearances per
the Alberta Building Code (6 inches minimum from the fireplace opening). Many Calgary homeowners choose a 2-

inch thick live-edge walnut mantel that spans 6-8 feet for dramatic effect.

Consider your home's existing finishes when selecting surround materials. If your contemporary Calgary home
features quartz countertops, coordinate the fireplace surround for visual continuity. Homes with hardwood floors
often benefit from stone surrounds that bridge the warm wood tones with cooler wall colors. The key is creating a

focal point that enhances rather than competes with your existing contemporary elements.

Installation timing works year-round in Calgary, though many homeowners prefer completing fireplace projects
in late summer or early fall before the heating season begins. Natural stone work requires proper curing time, and

you'll want your new fireplace ready for those October cold snaps when Calgary's heating season officially begins.

Need help finding a fireplace contractor experienced with contemporary design? Calgary Fireplaces can match you

with local professionals who understand both modern aesthetics and Calgary's unique climate requirements.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

Calgary Fireplaces — calgaryfireplaces.com — Generated May 10, 2026



K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

True North Overhead Doors

Besademolition

PLATINUM Pool & Spa Services Ltd

Dealtwith.

View all contractors ?
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Q22

What is the best way to update an outdated 1990s fireplace surround in
Calgary?

The most effective way to update a 1990s fireplace surround is to install a new stone veneer or tile over the
existing structure, which typically costs $2,000-$5,000 and transforms the entire room without major
demolition. Most 1990s surrounds have solid foundations that can support modern finishing materials with proper

preparation.
Understanding Your 1990s Starting Point

Most Calgary homes from the 1990s feature builder-grade brick surrounds in orange, brown, or beige tones, often
paired with basic oak mantels and brass trim. The good news is that these surrounds are typically well-built
structurally — the challenge is purely aesthetic. The existing masonry provides an excellent foundation for modern
materials, and the firebox itself (if it's a quality gas unit) may only need a thorough cleaning and service rather than

replacement.
Modern Material Options for Calgary Homes

Natural stone veneer is the most popular upgrade choice in Calgary. Ledgestone, stacked slate, and cultured
stone create dramatic texture and work beautifully with both traditional and contemporary interiors. These materials
install directly over existing brick with proper adhesive and mechanical fasteners. Expect $15-$30 per square foot

installed, so a typical surround runs $2,000-$4,000 for materials and labor.

Large-format tile offers a sleek, contemporary look that's particularly popular in modern Calgary homes. Porcelain
tiles that mimic concrete, wood, or natural stone provide a clean aesthetic. Installation requires proper substrate

preparation and waterproof membrane behind the firebox area. Costs run $12-$25 per square foot installed.

Painted brick is the most budget-friendly option at $500-$1,200 for a complete surround. Use high-temperature
paint rated for fireplace applications, and choose colors that complement Calgary's abundant natural light — whites,

grays, and charcoals are trending. The key is proper surface preparation and primer designed for masonry.
Mantel and Trim Updates

Replacing that 1990s oak mantel makes an enormous visual impact. Reclaimed wood mantels ($800-$2,000) add
warmth and character, while painted MDF or poplar mantels ($400-$1,200) offer clean lines for contemporary
spaces. Remember that mantels must maintain Alberta Building Code clearances — typically 6 inches from the

firebox opening for combustible materials.
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Consider extending the mantel into a full feature wall with shiplap, board-and-batten, or floor-to-ceiling stone.

This approach costs $1,500-$4,000 but creates a stunning focal point that anchors the entire room.
Calgary-Specific Considerations

Calgary's dry climate and chinook temperature swings can cause adhesive failures if materials aren't properly
installed. Use flexible adhesives rated for temperature cycling, and ensure proper expansion joints in large tile
installations. The long heating season means your fireplace gets heavy use, so invest in durable materials that can

handle thermal stress.

ATCO Gas availability throughout Calgary makes this an excellent time to upgrade the fireplace unit itself if it's
inefficient. A 1990s builder-grade gas fireplace might operate at only 60-70% efficiency, while modern direct-vent

units achieve 80-85% efficiency and provide significantly more heat output.
DIY vs Professional Installation

Homeowners can handle painting existing brick, installing simple floating mantels (maintaining proper clearances),

and basic decorative updates like new fireplace screens or glass doors.

Professional installation is required for stone veneer, tile work, gas line modifications, and structural mantel
installation. Any work involving the gas appliance itself requires a licensed gas fitter and gas permit from the City of

Calgary.
Timeline and Costs

A complete surround makeover typically takes 3-5 days and costs $3,000-$8,000 depending on materials and
scope. Stone veneer projects run $4,000-$7,000, while painted brick with a new mantel can be completed for

$1,500-$3,000. Schedule the work during spring or summer when you're not relying on the fireplace for heat.

Need help finding a fireplace contractor for your surround update? Calgary Fireplaces can match you with local

professionals who specialize in fireplace renovations and understand Calgary's specific installation requirements.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

e K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

Mike’s Restoration Service

Upper Cut Landscaping LTD

New Earth Waste Services Ltd

Premium Built Structures
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View all contractors ?

Q23

How do | choose between a see-through and a single-sided fireplace for my
Calgary home?

A see-through fireplace works best for open-concept homes where you want to create a dramatic focal
point between two rooms, while a single-sided fireplace is more practical for traditional layouts and

delivers better heat output to one specific area.

The choice depends primarily on your home's layout, heating goals, and design preferences. See-through
(double-sided) fireplaces create stunning visual impact by displaying flames from both sides, making them perfect
for separating a living room from a dining room or kitchen while maintaining visual connection. However, they
typically produce less heat per side since the BTU output is divided between two openings. In Calgary's -30°C
winters, this means each room receives roughly half the warming effect compared to a single-sided unit of the same
total BTU rating.

Single-sided fireplaces concentrate all their heat output into one room, making them more effective for
supplemental heating during Calgary's long winter season. A quality single-sided gas fireplace producing 30,000-
35,000 BTU can meaningfully warm a 400-500 square foot room, reducing your ATCO Gas furnace load and
creating a comfortable zone for family gathering. The focused heat output makes single-sided units the practical

choice if your primary goal is supplemental heating rather than pure ambiance.

Installation complexity and costs differ significantly between the two styles. See-through fireplaces require
more complex framing since the unit must be supported from above and below while maintaining structural integrity
of the wall opening. The larger opening also requires careful attention to Alberta Building Code clearances from
combustible materials. Single-sided installations are more straightforward, especially when installing into an existing

wall where you can frame around the unit more easily.

Venting considerations are crucial in Calgary's climate. Both styles typically use direct-vent systems that draw
combustion air from outside and exhaust through a coaxial vent pipe, but see-through units may have more limited
venting options due to their central location in the home. Single-sided units offer more flexibility for horizontal

venting through an exterior wall, which is often the most cost-effective installation approach.

For Calgary homes specifically, consider that see-through fireplaces work exceptionally well in newer open-
concept builds where you want to define spaces without walls, while single-sided units are often better suited to

traditional Calgary homes with defined room layouts. The extreme temperature swings from chinook winds don't
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affect the choice between styles, but both require proper annual maintenance after Calgary's intensive winter use.

Cost expectations run $5,000-$9,000 for a quality single-sided gas fireplace with basic surround, while see-
through units typically start around $7,000-$12,000 due to the more complex installation and specialized framing

requirements. Both require gas permits and Safety Codes Officer inspection in Calgary.

Consider your long-term heating strategy — if you want meaningful supplemental heat during Calgary's brutal
January cold snaps, a single-sided unit focused on your main living area will deliver better performance per dollar
spent. If your primary goal is creating a stunning architectural feature that enhances your home's open-concept

design, a see-through fireplace provides unmatched visual drama.

Need help finding a fireplace installer to evaluate your specific layout? Calgary Fireplaces can match you with local

contractors who specialize in both single-sided and see-through installations for free estimates on your project.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

UR COWRY CABINETS

New Earth Waste Services Ltd

PLATINUM Pool & Spa Services Ltd

Royland Stucco

View all contractors ?

Q24
Should I choose a linear or traditional gas fireplace for my Calgary living room?

Both linear and traditional gas fireplaces work excellent in Calgary's climate, but the choice depends on
your room's style, heating needs, and budget. Linear fireplaces create a sleek, contemporary focal point and
distribute heat more evenly across wide spaces, while traditional fireplaces offer classic appeal with concentrated

heat output perfect for cozy gathering areas.

Linear gas fireplaces feature wide, rectangular fireboxes (typically 36" to 72" wide) with modern ribbon flames that
stretch horizontally across the viewing area. They're ideal for contemporary and transitional Calgary homes,

especially open-concept living spaces where you want the fireplace to complement clean lines and modern finishes.
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Linear units typically produce 25,000-45,000 BTU, making them excellent supplemental heating during Calgary's
brutal -25°C to -35°C winter cold snaps. The wide flame pattern distributes radiant heat across a broader area,
which works well for heating larger living rooms or great rooms. Installation costs run $5,000-$10,000 including a

floor-to-ceiling stone or tile surround, which is the most popular finishing choice in Calgary's modern homes.

Traditional gas fireplaces feature taller, more square fireboxes (typically 36" to 42" wide by 30" to 36" tall) with
realistic log sets and dancing flames that mimic a wood fire. They suit classic, rustic, and transitional home styles
perfectly and create an intimate gathering spot that feels like a traditional hearth. Traditional units also produce
25,000-45,000 BTU but concentrate the heat in a more focused area directly in front of the fireplace. This makes
them ideal for creating a warm conversation area in your living room during Calgary's long heating season from
October through April. Installation costs typically run $4,000-$8,000 with a traditional mantel and stone or brick

surround.

For Calgary's climate specifically, both styles provide meaningful supplemental heating that reduces your
furnace load and creates comfortable zone heating. At current ATCO Gas rates of approximately $3.50-$5.00 per
GJ, either fireplace costs roughly $0.50-$1.00 per hour to operate — significantly cheaper than electric heating.
Both can be equipped with battery backup ignition systems that continue providing heat during winter power

outages, which is a valuable safety feature when outdoor temperatures drop rapidly.

Consider your room layout and design goals. Linear fireplaces work best in contemporary spaces with clean
lines, open floor plans, and modern furniture arrangements. They're particularly striking when installed in a floor-to-
ceiling stone feature wall. Traditional fireplaces complement homes with classic architecture, wood trim, and
furniture arrangements focused around a central hearth. They pair beautifully with wood mantels and natural stone

surrounds.

Both styles require the same gas permit from the City of Calgary and Safety Codes Officer inspection. Direct-
vent models (the most popular choice) vent through the wall horizontally, making installation straightforward in most
Calgary living rooms. The gas line connection must be done by a licensed gas fitter, and you'll want to plan the
installation during warmer months when contractors have better availability, though fireplace work can be done

year-round.

Need help finding a fireplace installer? Calgary Fireplaces can match you with local contractors who specialize
in both linear and traditional gas fireplaces and can help you choose the perfect style for your Calgary living room's

heating needs and design goals.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:
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K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

Dealtwith.
BOND CONTRACTING & CONSTRUCTION INC

Royland Stucco

Jk Stucco

View all contractors ?
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Q25
Can | put a TV above a linear gas fireplace in my Calgary home?

Yes, you can mount a TV above a linear gas fireplace in your Calgary home, but it requires careful planning
for heat management, proper clearances, and viewing angles. Linear gas fireplaces produce less upward heat
than traditional fireplaces, making TV mounting more feasible, but you still need to address several important
considerations.

Heat Management is Critical

Linear gas fireplaces typically produce 25,000-40,000 BTU and exhaust most heat through direct venting, but they
still generate radiant heat that rises toward where your TV would be mounted. The key is maintaining adequate
clearance — most manufacturers recommend minimum 12-18 inches between the top of the fireplace and any
heat-sensitive electronics, though this varies by specific model. Check your fireplace's manual for exact clearance

requirements, as violating these can void your warranty and create safety issues.

Consider installing a heat deflector or mantel shelf between the fireplace and TV mounting location. A floating
mantel or metal heat shield redirects rising warm air away from the electronics. Some homeowners install a

recessed niche above the fireplace specifically designed to house the TV and provide additional thermal protection.
Viewing Angle and Comfort

Linear fireplaces are often installed at eye level or slightly below, which can push the TV mounting height
uncomfortably high. Sitting on your couch and looking up at a TV mounted 6-7 feet high creates neck strain during
Calgary's long winter evenings when you'll be using both the fireplace and TV frequently. Consider a tilting TV
mount that angles the screen downward for more comfortable viewing, or plan your furniture layout to

accommodate the higher viewing angle.
Installation Considerations for Calgary Homes

Your linear fireplace installation requires a gas permit from the City of Calgary and must be completed by a
licensed gas fitter. When planning the TV mounting during the fireplace installation phase, discuss the integrated
design with your contractor. They can ensure proper electrical outlets are installed in the right locations, adequate
backing is provided in the wall for secure TV mounting, and clearances meet both the fireplace manufacturer's
requirements and Alberta Building Code standards.

For the TV mounting itself, you'll likely need a dedicated electrical circuit behind the wall to avoid visible cords,
which requires an electrical permit and certified electrician. Plan this electrical work during the fireplace installation

to minimize wall patching and refinishing.
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Practical Tips for Success

Choose a 4K TV with good heat tolerance — modern LED TVs handle moderate heat better than older models,
but extreme heat still damages electronics. Test the temperature at your planned mounting location after running
the fireplace for several hours during a typical Calgary winter evening. If the area gets uncomfortably warm to

touch, you need better heat management before mounting expensive electronics.

Consider the overall room design — linear fireplaces with TVs above work best in contemporary settings with
clean lines and minimal mantels. The combination creates a sleek focal wall that's popular in modern Calgary

homes, especially condos and townhomes where space efficiency matters.
When to Hire a Professional

While homeowners can mount TVs on existing electrical outlets, the integrated fireplace and TV installation requires
professional coordination. The gas line work must be done by a licensed gas fitter, electrical work by a certified
electrician, and any structural modifications need proper permits. Calgary Fireplaces can help you find contractors

experienced with these combined installations through the Calgary Construction Network.

The combination of a linear gas fireplace with mounted TV above creates an excellent focal point for Calgary

homes, providing both supplemental heating during our long winters and entertainment value year-round.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified
professionals:

e K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

¢ Onsite Contracting and Electrical Services

Mike’s Restoration Service

Eshine Cleaning Services

Turnbull masonry

View all contractors ?

Q26

What fireplace design trends are popular in Calgary right now?
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Calgary's fireplace design trends in 2025 are heavily influenced by modern farmhouse aesthetics, linear
gas technology, and the practical need for efficient heating during the city's brutal winters. The most popular
trends combine contemporary clean lines with natural materials that complement Calgary's mountain-adjacent

setting.

Linear gas fireplaces have become the dominant choice for new Calgary homes and major renovations. These
sleek, horizontal units stretch 36-60 inches wide but only 12-16 inches tall, creating a dramatic focal point that
works perfectly with modern open-concept layouts common in Calgary's newer communities like Mahogany,
Auburn Bay, and Cranston. Linear fireplaces typically produce 25,000-40,000 BTU of heat — meaningful
supplemental heating when outdoor temperatures hit -30°C during January cold snaps. Popular models include the
Napoleon Vector series, Regency City Series, and Heat & Glo Primo, ranging from $4,000-$8,000 installed with

basic surrounds.

Floor-to-ceiling stone feature walls are the most requested surround treatment in Calgary right now. Natural
ledgestone, stacked slate, and cultured stone in earth tones create texture and visual weight that anchors the
fireplace as the room's focal point. These full-height installations cost $6,000-$12,000 depending on stone selection
and wall size, but they transform the entire room's aesthetic. The stone provides excellent thermal mass that
continues radiating heat after the fireplace shuts off — a practical benefit during Calgary's long heating season from

October through April.

Shiplap and reclaimed wood accents remain popular for homeowners wanting modern farmhouse style. White or
weathered gray shiplap creates clean horizontal lines that complement linear fireplaces, while reclaimed barn wood
adds authentic rustic character. Wood elements must maintain Alberta Building Code clearances from the firebox
— typically 6 inches minimum for combustible materials. These wood feature walls cost $2,000-$5,000 depending

on material quality and wall size.

Black steel and iron details are trending heavily in Calgary's fireplace designs. Matte black fireplace doors, black
steel mantels, and wrought iron screens create striking contrast against light stone or white shiplap. This industrial-
modern aesthetic works particularly well with the contemporary architecture popular in Calgary's inner-city
communities like Kensington, Hillhurst, and Bridgeland. Black finishes also hide soot and fingerprints better than

traditional brass or chrome.

Built-in media walls with electric fireplaces are becoming the go-to solution for Calgary condos and townhomes
where gas venting is impractical. These custom millwork installations incorporate the electric fireplace, TV
mounting, and storage into one seamless wall unit. While electric fireplaces only produce about 5,100 BTU
compared to 25,000+ BTU for gas units, they're perfect for zone heating in smaller spaces and provide ambiance

year-round. Costs range from $3,000-$7,000 for a complete media wall installation.
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Double-sided or see-through fireplaces are popular in open-concept Calgary homes, allowing the fireplace to
serve both the living room and dining area or kitchen. These installations require careful planning for gas line
placement and venting, but they maximize the visual impact and heating coverage. Napoleon, Regency, and

Majestic offer see-through models producing 30,000-50,000 BTU — substantial heat output for Calgary's climate.

Outdoor fireplace integration is growing among Calgary homeowners who want to extend their outdoor season
despite the short summers. Covered patio fireplaces and fire tables allow enjoyment of cool spring and fall evenings
when temperatures drop quickly after sunset. These installations require gas permits and proper clearances from

combustible deck materials.

The key trend driving all Calgary fireplace design is maximizing both aesthetic impact and heating efficiency.
Unlike milder climates where fireplaces are primarily decorative, Calgary homeowners need units that provide real
supplemental heat during months of sub-zero temperatures while serving as stunning focal points in their living

spaces.

Need help finding a fireplace installer to bring these trending designs to your Calgary home? Calgary Fireplaces
can match you with local contractors who specialize in modern fireplace installations through the Calgary

Construction Network.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified
professionals:

e K&S CHIMNEY SEERVICES

e Ardco Construction

e Calgary Custom Concepts

e Mr & Mrs Paintastic Inc

e Dealtwith.

View all contractors ?

Disclaimer: This guide is provided for informational purposes only by Calgary Fireplaces. It does not constitute professional
advice. Always consult qualified, licensed contractors and your local building authority before starting any fireplace project.
Information is current as of May 10, 2026 and may change. Visit calgaryfireplaces.com for the latest answers.
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