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Can | install two gas fireplaces on one gas line in my Calgary two-storey home?

Yes, you can typically install two gas fireplaces on one gas line in your Calgary home, but the gas line must
be properly sized to supply adequate gas flow to both units simultaneously. This is a common setup in two-
storey Calgary homes where homeowners want a main floor living room fireplace and an upstairs master bedroom

or family room fireplace.

The key factor is gas line sizing and pressure. Each gas fireplace requires a specific gas flow rate measured in
cubic feet per hour (CFH) — typically 25-60 CFH depending on the fireplace's BTU rating. A 30,000 BTU gas
fireplace needs approximately 30 CFH, while a 40,000 BTU unit requires about 40 CFH. When both fireplaces
operate simultaneously, the gas line must deliver the combined flow rate without pressure drop that would cause

poor flame performance or safety issues.

ATCO Gas delivers natural gas to Calgary homes at approximately 7 inches of water column pressure,
which is adequate for multiple appliances when the distribution system is properly designed. Your home's existing
gas line from the meter may need upgrading from 3/4-inch to 1-inch diameter pipe, or the branch lines to each
fireplace may need to be 3/4-inch instead of 1/2-inch. A licensed gas fitter will calculate the total gas load including

your furnace, water heater, and both fireplaces to determine the correct pipe sizing.

Each fireplace requires its own gas permit from the City of Calgary, even when connected to a shared gas line.
The gas fitter will pull permits for both units and the Safety Codes Officer will inspect each fireplace installation
separately. This ensures proper gas connections, adequate venting, and compliance with Alberta Building Code

clearance requirements for both units. Permit fees typically run $100-$200 per fireplace.

Venting is completely independent between the two fireplaces. Each direct-vent gas fireplace has its own sealed
combustion system and dedicated vent pipe to the exterior. The upstairs fireplace can vent horizontally through an
exterior wall or vertically through the roof, while the main floor unit typically vents horizontally. Proper vent
termination clearances must be maintained — 3 feet from windows, doors, or air intakes, and adequate separation

between the two vent terminals.

Installation costs for dual fireplaces typically range $6,000-$12,000 total, depending on the fireplace models,
gas line modifications required, and finishing work. Installing both units simultaneously is more cost-effective than

separate projects because the gas fitter can run both lines during one visit and coordinate permits together.

Consider the heating load carefully — two gas fireplaces can provide 50,000-80,000 BTU of supplemental heat,
which is substantial zone heating during Calgary's brutal winter months when temperatures drop to -30°C. This

reduces strain on your furnace and creates comfortable heating zones in the rooms you use most during the long
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heating season from October through April.

Need help finding a licensed gas fitter for your dual fireplace project? Calgary Fireplaces can match you with local
fireplace contractors who handle multi-unit installations and gas line sizing through the Calgary Construction

Network.

What are the pros and cons of atop-vent versus a rear-vent gas fireplace in
Calgary?

Both top-vent and rear-vent gas fireplaces use the same direct-vent technology — the key difference is
installation flexibility and cost, with rear-vent units offering easier installation in most Calgary homes while

top-vent units work better for specific architectural situations.

Rear-Vent Gas Fireplaces are the most popular choice in Calgary because they vent horizontally through an
exterior wall, which is simpler and less expensive to install. The vent pipe runs straight back through the wall behind
the fireplace, requiring only a single wall penetration about 6-8 inches in diameter. This works perfectly for
fireplaces installed on exterior walls in living rooms, family rooms, or bedrooms. Installation costs are typically $500-
$1,000 lower than top-vent units because there's no need to run vent pipe vertically through the home and roof.
Rear-venting also avoids roof penetrations, which eliminates potential leak points during Calgary's freeze-thaw

cycles and chinook temperature swings that can stress roof seals.

Top-Vent Gas Fireplaces vent vertically through the roof, similar to a traditional chimney. This configuration is
necessary when the fireplace location doesn't have access to an exterior wall — such as a fireplace on an interior
wall, in a basement where horizontal venting would terminate below grade, or in rooms where rear-venting would
interfere with windows or architectural features. Top-venting requires running insulated vent pipe vertically through
the ceiling, attic space, and roof, then installing a proper roof termination with flashing and storm collar. This adds
$800-$1,500 to installation costs and creates a roof penetration that needs periodic inspection for weather seal

integrity.

Calgary Climate Considerations make rear-venting particularly attractive because it eliminates roof penetrations
that can be stressed by chinook temperature swings and ice dam formation. Calgary's extreme temperature
variations — from -30°C to +15°C during chinook events — cause significant expansion and contraction of roofing
materials. Rear-vent terminations on exterior walls are less susceptible to weather infiltration and easier to access
for annual inspection and maintenance. However, rear-vent terminations must be positioned carefully to prevent

snow accumulation blocking the vent during Calgary's heavy snowfall periods.
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Performance and efficiency are identical between top-vent and rear-vent configurations when properly installed.
Both use the same sealed combustion technology, drawing outside air for combustion through the outer pipe while
exhausting combustion gases through the inner pipe. Heat output, efficiency ratings, and flame appearance are
determined by the fireplace unit itself, not the venting direction. Both configurations work equally well with Calgary's
ATCO Gas supply and provide the same 70-85% efficiency ratings.

Installation considerations in Calgary homes often favor rear-venting because most fireplace locations are
planned for exterior walls where horizontal venting is straightforward. Top-venting becomes necessary for interior
wall installations, island fireplaces, or situations where rear-venting would terminate too close to windows, doors, or
property lines. The Alberta Building Code requires specific clearances from vent terminations to windows, doors,

and air intakes — typically 3 feet horizontally and 12 inches vertically.

Maintenance access is easier with rear-vent systems because the termination is at ground level on an exterior
wall, making annual inspection and cleaning more accessible. Top-vent terminations require ladder access to the
roof, which is more challenging during Calgary's winter months when roof access can be dangerous due to ice and

snow conditions.

When to choose top-vent: Interior wall installations, basement fireplaces where horizontal venting isn't feasible, or
when rear-venting would conflict with windows or architectural features. When to choose rear-vent: Exterior wall
installations where horizontal venting is practical — this covers about 80% of Calgary fireplace installations and

offers lower cost and simpler maintenance.

Need help finding a fireplace installer to evaluate your specific venting requirements? Calgary Fireplaces can match

you with local contractors who understand Calgary's unique installation challenges and building code requirements.

How do | troubleshoot a gas fireplace that shuts off after a few minutes in cold
Calgary weather?

A gas fireplace that shuts off after a few minutes during Calgary's cold weather is most commonly caused
by a dirty or faulty thermocouple/thermopile, blocked venting from ice or snow buildup, or inadequate gas
pressure during peak demand periods. This is a frustrating but solvable problem that becomes more frequent

during Calgary's -25°C to -35°C cold snaps.

Start with the most common culprit — the thermocouple or thermopile. These safety devices detect the pilot

flame and signal the gas valve to stay open. After years of use, they accumulate dust, spider webs, and combustion
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residue that interferes with proper flame sensing. When the sensor can't detect the pilot flame clearly, it shuts off
the gas supply as a safety measure. This problem worsens in cold weather because the pilot flame may burn
slightly differently in dense, cold air. You can visually inspect the thermocouple (a thin metal rod positioned in the

pilot flame) for obvious dirt or corrosion, but cleaning or replacement requires a licensed gas fitter.

Calgary's extreme cold creates unique venting challenges that can cause shutdowns. Direct-vent fireplaces
draw combustion air from outside through the outer ring of the coaxial vent pipe. During sustained cold periods
below -20°C, moisture in the exhaust can freeze at the vent termination, partially blocking airflow. Ice buildup on the
vent cap or screen restricts proper combustion air intake, causing the fireplace to shut down on safety. Check your
exterior vent termination for ice accumulation — you can carefully remove visible ice, but don't disassemble the

vent cap or screen as this affects proper operation.

Gas pressure issues become more pronounced during Calgary's coldest weather when natural gas demand
peaks across the city. ATCO Gas maintains adequate pressure for normal appliances, but marginal gas line sizing
to your fireplace may cause pressure drops during high-demand periods. If your fireplace runs fine in moderate
weather but struggles during cold snaps, the gas line from your meter to the fireplace may be undersized. This

requires evaluation by a licensed gas fitter who can measure actual gas pressure at the appliance.

Other cold-weather factors include draft issues from chinook pressure changes and dirty burner
components. Calgary's chinook winds create rapid barometric pressure swings that can affect natural chimney
draft and combustion air flow. Additionally, dust and debris on the main burner or heat exchanger reduce efficient
combustion, causing the fireplace to overheat and shut down on the high-limit switch. Modern gas fireplaces have

multiple safety sensors that will shut off gas flow if operating conditions aren't optimal.

What you can safely check yourself: Ensure the area around the exterior vent termination is clear of snow, ice,
and debris. Verify that your fireplace's glass doors are properly closed and sealed — leaky doors affect combustion
air flow. Check that decorative media (ceramic logs, fire glass) hasn't shifted to block burner ports. Make sure the

fireplace blower fan (if equipped) is running properly, as restricted airflow can cause overheating shutdowns.

When to call a professional immediately: Any gas appliance safety issue requires professional diagnosis. A
licensed gas fitter can test gas pressure, clean or replace the thermocouple/thermopile, inspect venting
components, clean the burner assembly, and verify all safety controls are functioning properly. This work requires a
gas permit and Safety Codes Officer inspection if components are replaced. Don't attempt to adjust gas valves,
disassemble venting, or bypass safety controls — these modifications are dangerous and violate the Alberta
Building Code.

Preventive maintenance prevents most cold-weather shutdowns. Annual professional service before heating

season should include cleaning the thermocouple, inspecting venting, testing gas pressure, cleaning burner
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components, and verifying all safety controls. This service costs $150-$250 in Calgary but prevents emergency
calls during -30°C weather when you need your fireplace most.

Need help finding a qualified gas fitter for fireplace service? Calgary Fireplaces can match you with local

professionals who specialize in gas fireplace repair and maintenance.
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What is the difference between a gas fireplace with a sealed glass front versus
an open front in Calgary?

The main difference is that sealed glass fronts create a closed combustion system that's safer and more
efficient, while open fronts allow direct access to the flames but reduce efficiency and require more safety

precautions. In Calgary's climate, sealed glass fronts are strongly recommended for most installations.

Sealed Glass Front Gas Fireplaces operate as closed combustion systems where the glass barrier separates the
flame from your living space. The glass is typically ceramic or tempered glass rated for high temperatures. These
units draw combustion air from outside through the outer chamber of a coaxial direct-vent system and exhaust
combustion gases back outside through the inner chamber. The sealed design means no indoor air is consumed for
combustion, making them ideal for modern Calgary homes that are tightly sealed for energy efficiency. Heat

transfer happens through radiant heat from the glass surface and convective air circulation around the firebox.

Open Front Gas Fireplaces have no glass barrier, giving you direct access to the flames similar to a traditional
wood-burning fireplace. These units typically use indoor air for combustion and require more substantial venting
systems. While they provide the authentic experience of an open fire with the convenience of gas, they're less
efficient because heated indoor air is constantly being drawn into the combustion process and exhausted outside.

This creates negative pressure in your home, pulling cold Calgary winter air through any available gaps.

Calgary Climate Considerations make sealed glass fronts particularly advantageous. During Calgary's -25°C to -
35°C winter cold snaps, an open front gas fireplace can actually cool your home by exhausting heated indoor air
and drawing in cold replacement air through cracks around windows and doors. The chinook winds that Calgary
experiences can also create backdrafting issues with open front units, where rapid pressure changes cause

combustion gases to spill into the room instead of venting properly outside.

Efficiency and Operating Costs strongly favor sealed glass units in Calgary. Sealed units typically operate at 70-
85% efficiency compared to 40-60% for open front designs. With ATCO Gas rates at approximately $3.50-$5.00 per
GJ, this efficiency difference translates to meaningful savings over Calgary's six-month heating season. A sealed
unit producing 30,000 BTU costs roughly $0.75-$1.00 per hour to operate, while an open unit providing equivalent
room heating might cost $1.25-$1.50 per hour due to the heated air loss.

Safety and Code Requirements also favor sealed designs. The Alberta Building Code requires open front gas
fireplaces to have protective screens or guards to prevent accidental contact with flames. Sealed glass fronts
eliminate this concern while still allowing full flame visibility. Both types require proper clearances from combustible
materials, but sealed units have more predictable heat output patterns. Open front units need more careful

consideration of furniture placement and child safety.
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Installation and Venting requirements differ significantly. Sealed glass direct-vent units can vent horizontally
through an exterior wall with a simple coaxial termination, making installation straightforward in most Calgary
homes. Open front units typically require vertical venting through the roof, which increases installation complexity
and cost by $1,000-$2,000 for the additional vent pipe and roof penetration work.

When to Choose Each Type: Sealed glass fronts are the practical choice for most Calgary homeowners seeking
efficient supplemental heating, especially in newer homes with good insulation. Open fronts make sense when
authenticity is the priority over efficiency, typically in larger homes where the heat loss is less noticeable or in rooms

where the fireplace is used primarily for ambiance rather than heating.

Need help finding a fireplace installer to discuss which option works best for your Calgary home? Calgary
Fireplaces can match you with local contractors who understand the specific requirements for gas fireplace

installation in Alberta's climate.

Why does my gas fireplace glass fog up during Calgary cold snaps below minus
257

Your gas fireplace glass fogs up during Calgary's extreme cold snaps because of condensation forming
when warm, humid air from the fireplace meets the cold glass surface. This is completely normal physics and

happens more frequently in Calgary than most other cities due to our uniquely brutal winter temperatures.

When outdoor temperatures drop to -25°C or colder, the outer pane of your direct-vent gas fireplace glass becomes
extremely cold, even though the inner pane stays warm from the fire. The temperature differential between the
warm room air (containing moisture from cooking, breathing, and daily activities) and that cold glass surface causes
water vapor to condense into tiny droplets, creating the foggy appearance. This is the same principle that causes
your car windows to fog up on cold mornings, just more pronounced because Calgary's winter temperatures are so

extreme.

Calgary's long heating season makes this fogging more noticeable because your fireplace likely runs for
extended periods from October through April. During those brutal January and February cold snaps that can last for
days, the glass never gets a chance to warm up between cycles, so the condensation persists. Additionally, modern
Calgary homes are built tighter for energy efficiency, which means indoor humidity levels can be higher than in

older, draftier homes, contributing to more condensation.
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The fogging typically clears on its own as the fireplace continues to run and the glass gradually warms up, or
when outdoor temperatures moderate. You can minimize fogging by running your bathroom exhaust fans during
showers, using your kitchen range hood while cooking, and ensuring your home's humidity levels stay between 30-

40% during winter. If you have a whole-home humidifier, consider reducing the setting during extreme cold snaps.

This condensation is normal and not a sign of fireplace malfunction — your direct-vent system is working
properly by keeping combustion gases sealed from your indoor air. However, if you notice condensation forming
between the glass panes (indicating a failed seal in double-pane glass), or if the fogging is accompanied by unusual

odors or poor flame appearance, those would warrant a service call.

Avoid using glass cleaners on hot glass or trying to wipe condensation while the fireplace is running. Let
the glass cool completely before cleaning, and use only cleaners specifically designed for fireplace glass to avoid

damaging the surface or leaving residue that could affect heat transfer.

Need help finding a fireplace technician for annual maintenance? Calgary Fireplaces can match you with local

professionals who understand how Calgary's extreme climate affects fireplace performance.

What is a power vent gas fireplace and is it a good option for Calgary basement
installations?

A power vent gas fireplace uses an electric fan to force combustion gases through the venting system,
allowing for longer horizontal vent runs and more flexible installation locations than traditional direct-vent
units. This makes power vent fireplaces particularly well-suited for Calgary basement installations where venting to

an exterior wall may require extensive horizontal runs or where the fireplace location is far from an outside wall.
How Power Vent Systems Work

Power vent gas fireplaces draw combustion air from outside and exhaust combustion gases through a separate
venting system, similar to direct-vent units. The key difference is the electric fan that actively pushes exhaust gases
through the vent pipe, overcoming the resistance of long horizontal runs, multiple elbows, and vertical rises that
would be impossible with natural draft alone. This fan allows horizontal vent runs of 40-100 feet depending on the

manufacturer and model, compared to 10-15 feet maximum for most direct-vent units.

The venting system typically uses PVC or polypropylene pipe rather than the metal coaxial pipe used in direct-vent
systems. Combustion air is drawn through a separate intake pipe, maintaining the sealed combustion design that

makes these units safe for tight, well-insulated Calgary homes.

Calgary Fireplaces — calgaryfireplaces.com — Generated May 10, 2026



Advantages for Calgary Basement Installations

Calgary's extreme winter temperatures make basements naturally cool spaces that benefit significantly from
supplemental heating. Power vent fireplaces excel in basement applications because they can be installed almost
anywhere in the basement and still vent properly to the exterior. You can place the fireplace in the center of a
basement family room and run the vent horizontally 50+ feet to reach an exterior wall, something impossible with

direct-vent units.

The flexibility is particularly valuable in Calgary's older homes where basement layouts may not accommodate
traditional venting paths. Power vent systems can navigate around basement obstacles like ductwork, plumbing,
and support beams with multiple elbows and direction changes. During Calgary's long heating season (October
through April), a basement fireplace provides comfortable zone heating for family rooms, home offices, and

entertainment spaces.
Installation Requirements and Costs

Power vent fireplace installation in Calgary requires both a gas permit for the gas line connection and an electrical
permit for the dedicated 120V circuit that powers the exhaust fan. The unit must be installed by a licensed gas fitter,
and the electrical work requires a certified electrician. Total installation costs typically range from $4,000-$7,000

including the unit, gas line, electrical circuit, and venting system.

The longer vent runs possible with power vent systems can actually reduce installation costs in basement
applications by eliminating the need to relocate the fireplace closer to exterior walls. However, the venting materials

(PVC pipe, fittings, and termination) cost more than basic direct-vent components.
Calgary Climate Considerations

Power vent fireplaces handle Calgary's chinook wind events better than natural draft systems because the powered
exhaust fan maintains consistent venting regardless of exterior pressure changes. This is particularly important for

basement installations where natural draft can be weaker due to the below-grade location.

The electric fan does create a dependency on electrical power, which means the fireplace won't operate during
power outages that can occur during severe Calgary winter storms. For basement emergency heating during

outages, consider a direct-vent unit with standing pilot or battery backup ignition instead.
Maintenance and Reliability

The exhaust fan is an additional mechanical component that requires maintenance and eventual replacement,
typically every 10-15 years depending on usage. Annual service should include fan inspection and cleaning.
Calgary's heavy fireplace usage during the long heating season makes regular maintenance particularly important

for power vent systems.
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When Power Vent Makes Sense

Power vent fireplaces are ideal for Calgary basement installations where you want design flexibility in fireplace
placement and don't mind the electrical dependency. They're particularly good for finished basements with complex
layouts, home theaters, or family rooms where the fireplace location is dictated by furniture arrangement rather than
venting constraints.

Need help finding a fireplace installer experienced with power vent systems? Calgary Fireplaces can match you

with local contractors who specialize in basement installations through the Calgary Construction Network.
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How much does a gas fireplace vent relocation cost when renovating a Calgary
home?

Gas fireplace vent relocation in Calgary typically costs $800-$2,500 depending on the complexity of the
move, with simple horizontal relocations on the same wall running $800-$1,200 and complex moves

requiring new roof penetrations or extensive ductwork costing $1,500-$2,500.

The cost breakdown includes several components that vary significantly based on your specific situation. Labor
costs make up the largest portion at $400-$800 for a certified gas fitter and fireplace technician, as this work
requires proper licensing and a gas permit from the City of Calgary. Materials add $200-$600 for new vent pipe
sections, termination caps, wall thimbles, and flashing. Permit fees run approximately $100-$200 for the required

gas permit, and you'll need a Safety Codes Officer inspection before the relocated system can be operated.

Simple relocations within the same exterior wall — moving the vent termination up, down, or sideways by a few
feet — represent the most affordable scenario. The existing vent pipe can often be extended or shortened with
minimal new materials. Complex relocations that require moving the vent to a different wall or switching from
horizontal to vertical venting (through the roof) involve significantly more work. Moving from a side wall to roof
termination requires installing a full vertical vent run through the house structure, roof penetration, flashing, and

weatherproofing — pushing costs toward the higher end of the range.

Calgary's climate creates specific considerations that can affect relocation costs. The new vent location must
account for chinook wind patterns that can cause backdrafting issues if the termination faces the wrong direction.
Snow loading on horizontal vents is a concern during Calgary's long winters, so relocating to a more protected
position often makes sense. The vent termination must maintain proper clearances from windows, doors, air
intakes, and property lines under the Alberta Building Code — sometimes limiting your relocation options and

requiring longer vent runs.

Additional costs may arise if the relocation reveals other issues. Moving the vent sometimes exposes the need for
new exterior siding or stucco repair at the old location ($200-$500). If you're relocating as part of a larger
renovation, coordinating with other trades adds complexity. Some homeowners use vent relocation as an

opportunity to upgrade to a higher-efficiency fireplace unit, which would add $2,000-$5,000 to the project cost.

Timing considerations matter in Calgary's market. Fireplace contractors are busiest in fall when homeowners
prepare for winter, so spring and summer relocations often get better pricing and faster scheduling. However, any

work requiring roof penetration is best done during dry weather to prevent water damage during installation.
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The work must be performed by a licensed gas fitter with proper permits — never attempt DIY gas vent relocation,
as improper installation can cause carbon monoxide poisoning or violate your home insurance coverage. Get
quotes from multiple contractors, as pricing can vary significantly based on their experience with your specific

fireplace brand and vent system type.

Need help finding a qualified fireplace contractor for your vent relocation? Calgary Fireplaces can match you with
local professionals who handle gas permit applications and ensure your relocated vent meets all Alberta Building

Code requirements.

What is the price difference between a 30,000 BTU and a 50,000 BTU gas
fireplace in Calgary?

The unit price difference between a 30,000 BTU and 50,000 BTU gas fireplace in Calgary is typically $800-
$1,500, with the higher-output unit costing more due to larger heat exchangers, bigger burner systems, and
more robust construction.

The 30,000 BTU units generally range from $2,200-$4,500 for the fireplace itself, while 50,000 BTU models
typically cost $3,000-$6,000. Popular brands like Napoleon, Regency, and Valor follow this pricing pattern, with
their mid-range 30,000 BTU direct-vent units starting around $2,800-$3,200, while comparable 50,000 BTU models
begin at $3,600-$4,200.

Installation costs remain nearly identical regardless of BTU output since both sizes use the same venting
system, gas line requirements, and labour time. You'll pay $1,500-$3,000 for professional installation including the
gas permit, Safety Codes Officer inspection, and basic surround work. The gas line sizing may need to be larger for
the 50,000 BTU unit, but this typically adds only $100-$200 to the project if your existing gas line is undersized.

For Calgary's climate, the BTU choice should be based on your heating needs rather than just price. A
30,000 BTU gas fireplace effectively heats 800-1,200 square feet of open-concept space during Calgary's -25°C to
-30°C winter nights, making it suitable for most living rooms and great rooms. The 50,000 BTU unit can handle
1,200-1,800 square feet and provides more comfortable heating in homes with high ceilings, large windows, or

older insulation where heat loss is higher.

Operating costs favor the larger unit in Calgary's long heating season. At current ATCO Gas rates of
approximately $4.00 per GJ, the 30,000 BTU fireplace costs about $0.75 per hour to run, while the 50,000 BTU unit

costs roughly $1.25 per hour. However, the larger unit heats the space faster and cycles less frequently, often
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resulting in similar daily operating costs while providing better comfort during Calgary's extended cold periods from

December through February.

Consider your home's specific needs when choosing BTU output. Newer Calgary homes with good insulation
and standard 9-foot ceilings work well with 30,000 BTU units. Older homes, those with cathedral ceilings, large
windows facing north, or open-concept designs connecting multiple rooms benefit from the 50,000 BTU output.
During chinook events when outdoor temperatures swing rapidly, the higher-output unit responds more quickly to

changing heating demands.

Installation requires the same gas permit and Safety Codes Officer inspection regardless of BTU rating, but
verify your existing gas line can supply the higher demand. Most modern Calgary homes have 3/4-inch gas lines

that handle either size, but older homes with 1/2-inch lines may need upgrading for the 50,000 BTU unit.

Need help finding a fireplace installer to assess your home's heating requirements and gas line capacity? Calgary
Fireplaces can match you with local professionals who understand Calgary's climate demands and can recommend

the right BTU output for your specific situation.

What are the differences between Valor and Napoleon gas fireplaces for Calgary
installations?

Both Valor and Napoleon are premium gas fireplace manufacturers with strong dealer networks in Calgary,
but they target slightly different markets and installation preferences. Valor focuses on traditional styling with
exceptional build quality, while Napoleon offers broader product lines spanning traditional to contemporary designs

with competitive pricing.

Valor fireplaces are manufactured in British Columbia and designed specifically for Canadian conditions,
making them well-suited for Calgary's extreme climate. Their units typically feature cast iron fireboxes and heat
exchangers that handle thermal cycling better than sheet metal construction — important given Calgary's chinook
temperature swings that can stress fireplace components. Valor's signature feature is their radiant glass system
that stays cleaner longer, reducing maintenance frequency during Calgary's 6-month heating season. Their direct-
vent models range from 20,000-40,000 BTU and are known for realistic flame patterns and solid construction.
However, Valor units typically cost 15-20% more than comparable Napoleon models, with installed prices ranging
$4,500-$9,000 depending on size and finishing.
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Napoleon, manufactured in Ontario, offers one of the broadest gas fireplace product lines in Canada with
options from budget-friendly basic models to high-end linear units. Their Ascent and Inspiration series compete
directly with Valor in the premium market, while their GD and GS series provide more affordable options for Calgary
homeowners. Napoleon's strength is variety — they manufacture everything from compact 18,000 BTU units for
condos to massive 60,000 BTU statement fireplaces for great rooms. Their electronic ignition systems are reliable,
and many models include battery backup to maintain heat during Calgary's winter power outages. Napoleon's

installed pricing typically ranges $3,500-$8,000, making them more accessible for budget-conscious homeowners.

For Calgary's climate conditions, both brands handle the extreme cold well, but there are practical
differences. Valor's cast iron construction provides more consistent heat output during sustained -30°C cold shaps,
while Napoleon's larger model selection means better BTU matching for Calgary's diverse housing stock — from
1,200 sq ft bungalows to 3,000 sq ft two-stories. Both brands offer models that vent horizontally through exterior

walls (most common in Calgary) or vertically through the roof.

Installation considerations favor Napoleon slightly due to dealer network density. Napoleon has more
authorized dealers and service technicians in Calgary, which can mean faster warranty service and parts
availability. Valor's smaller dealer network provides more personalized service but potentially longer wait times for
repairs during peak heating season. Both require gas permits from the City of Calgary and Safety Codes Officer
inspection — installation costs are comparable at $1,500-$2,500 depending on venting complexity and gas line

requirements.

For Calgary homeowners, choose Valor if you prioritize maximum build quality and don't mind paying
premium pricing for a fireplace that will see heavy use through long winters. Choose Napoleon if you want
good quality with more model options and competitive pricing, especially if you're heating a larger space or need

specific sizing to fit your room layout.

Need help finding a fireplace installer experienced with both brands? Calgary Fireplaces can match you with local
contractors through the Calgary Construction Network who can assess your specific installation requirements and

provide estimates for both options.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

Makki Abatement

True North Overhead Doors

Greenstone landscaping solutions
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e Besademolition

View all contractors ?
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Q10
Can linstall a vent-free gas fireplace in my Calgary bedroom?

No, you cannot install a vent-free gas fireplace in a bedroom under the Alberta Building Code. Vent-free gas
fireplaces are specifically prohibited in bedrooms, bathrooms, and other sleeping areas due to indoor air quality and

safety concerns.
Why Bedrooms Are Off-Limits for Vent-Free Units

Vent-free gas fireplaces burn so cleanly that they exhaust combustion products directly into the room rather than
venting outside. While these units have oxygen depletion sensors and burn efficiently, they still produce water
vapor and trace amounts of combustion byproducts. In a bedroom where you spend 6-8 hours sleeping with the
door typically closed, this can create humidity buildup and reduce air quality. The Alberta Building Code recognizes
that bedrooms need the cleanest possible air environment, especially during sleep when respiratory rates are

lower.

Additionally, vent-free units require adequate room volume for safe operation — typically a minimum of 1,000 cubic
feet per 10,000 BTU of fireplace output. Most Calgary bedrooms, particularly in newer homes and condos, don't

meet these volume requirements when doors are closed.
Better Bedroom Fireplace Options

For a Calgary bedroom fireplace, consider these safer alternatives. Electric fireplaces are your best option — they
require no venting, produce no combustion products, and can be installed on any wall with electrical access. Wall-
mounted electric units start around $800-$1,500, while built-in electric fireplaces with realistic LED flame effects run
$1,500-$3,500 installed. Modern electric fireplaces provide excellent ambiance and zone heating up to 5,100 BTU

(1,500 watts), which is adequate for most bedrooms.

Direct-vent gas fireplaces are another excellent choice if you can accommodate the venting. These sealed units
draw combustion air from outside and exhaust outside through a coaxial vent pipe, so they have zero impact on
indoor air quality. They can vent horizontally through an exterior bedroom wall or vertically through the roof. Direct-

vent bedroom fireplaces typically run $3,000-$6,000 installed, including the gas line and venting work.
Installation Requirements and Permits

Any gas fireplace installation in Calgary requires a gas permit from the City of Calgary and inspection by a Safety
Codes Officer. The gas line work must be performed by a licensed gas fitter. Electric fireplaces that require a
dedicated circuit need an electrical permit and certified electrician. Even though you can't use a vent-free unit in the
bedroom, you could install one in an adjacent living area or family room where it would provide heat that naturally

flows to the bedroom area.
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Given Calgary's long heating season and extreme winter temperatures, a bedroom fireplace provides real value for
zone heating and ambiance during those -25°C to -35°C cold snaps. Just make sure you choose the right type that

complies with Alberta Building Code requirements.

Need help finding a fireplace installer who understands bedroom installation requirements? Calgary Fireplaces can

match you with local contractors who specialize in residential fireplace projects throughout the Calgary area.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

o K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

Premium Built Structures

Radon Lab

Mr & Mrs Paintastic Inc

Durable Decks

View all contractors ?

Q11

What is the difference between a direct vent and a B-vent gas fireplace in
Alberta?

Direct vent and B-vent gas fireplaces use completely different venting systems, with direct vent being the

overwhelmingly preferred choice in Calgary due to safety, efficiency, and installation flexibility.

Direct vent fireplaces use a sealed combustion system with a coaxial (pipe-within-a-pipe) vent that draws outside
air for combustion through the outer chamber and exhausts combustion gases through the inner chamber. This
creates a completely sealed system that doesn't interact with your home's indoor air. The vent can run horizontally
through an exterior wall or vertically through the roof, making installation much more flexible. Direct vent units
operate at 70-85% efficiency and can be installed in basements, bedrooms, and tight modern homes without indoor

air quality concerns.

B-vent fireplaces (also called natural draft or atmospheric vent) draw combustion air from inside your home and
rely on natural buoyancy to exhaust gases up through a single-wall metal vent pipe that must terminate vertically

through the roof. They operate at only 50-60% efficiency because they pull heated indoor air up the chimney along
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with the combustion gases. B-vent units require a much larger clearance to combustibles and cannot be installed in
bedrooms under the Alberta Building Code.

Why direct vent dominates Calgary's market: ATCO Gas rates of $3.50-$5.00 per GJ make heating efficiency
important during Calgary's six-month heating season, so the 15-25% efficiency advantage of direct vent translates
to meaningful cost savings. Calgary's extreme cold and chinook wind events can disrupt natural draft in B-vent
systems, potentially causing backdrafting. Modern Calgary homes are built tighter for energy efficiency, making the

sealed combustion of direct vent safer and more appropriate.

Installation differences are significant in Calgary's market. Direct vent can terminate horizontally through any
exterior wall, making it ideal for condos, townhomes, and homes where a vertical roof penetration is impractical or
expensive. B-vent requires a full vertical run through the roof with proper flashing and storm collar — more complex
and costly in Calgary's climate where roof penetrations must withstand freeze-thaw cycles and chinook temperature

swings.

Permit requirements are identical — both need a gas permit from the City of Calgary and Safety Codes Officer
inspection. However, direct vent installations are typically faster and less expensive because horizontal venting

through a wall is simpler than running vent pipe through multiple floors and the roof.

For Calgary homeowners, direct vent is almost always the better choice unless you're retrofitting an existing B-
vent system where the vertical vent run is already in place. The efficiency advantage pays for itself through lower

ATCO Gas bhills, and the installation flexibility makes direct vent suitable for virtually any room in your home.

Need help finding a fireplace installer familiar with both venting systems? Calgary Fireplaces can match you with

local contractors who understand Alberta Building Code requirements and Calgary's specific installation challenges.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

WestAim Construction Ltd.

Alpine Exteriors siding and roofing

Calgary Custom Concepts

PLATINUM Pool & Spa Services Ltd

View all contractors ?
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Q12
What is the best gas fireplace brand for Calgary's cold climate?

For Calgary's extreme cold and long heating season, Napoleon, Regency, and Valor are the top gas
fireplace brands, with Napoleon leading for reliability and cold-weather performance. These Canadian-made
units are specifically engineered for harsh climates and deliver the high BTU output needed when temperatures hit -
30°C for weeks at a time.

Napoleon fireplaces are the gold standard in Calgary because they're manufactured in Ontario specifically for
Canadian conditions. Their direct-vent models like the GD82 and GD70 deliver 40,000+ BTU of heat output —
enough to meaningfully supplement your furnace during those brutal January cold snaps. Napoleon's sealed
combustion system performs consistently even when chinook winds create pressure differentials that can affect
other brands. The company's extensive dealer network in Calgary means parts availability and service support are

excellent, which matters when your fireplace is running 4-6 hours daily through a six-month heating season.

Regency fireplaces, manufactured in British Columbia, are equally well-suited for Alberta's climate. Their
Ultimate series offers models up to 55,000 BTU — the highest heat output available in residential direct-vent
fireplaces. Regency units feature robust heat exchangers designed for continuous operation, which is exactly what
you need in Calgary where your fireplace isn't just decorative but a functional heating appliance. Their Liberty

series provides excellent value while maintaining the build quality needed for heavy winter use.

Valor fireplaces from BC excel in efficiency and flame presentation. Their Portrait and Legend series combine
75-85% efficiency ratings with realistic flame patterns that remain impressive even after months of regular use.
Valor's radiant heat technology warms objects and people directly rather than just heating air, making them

particularly effective for zone heating during Calgary's long winter.

At current ATCO Gas rates of $3.50-$5.00 per GJ, operating costs favor high-efficiency units. A 75% efficient
Napoleon or Regency costs roughly $0.60-$0.80 per hour to run at full output, compared to $1.00+ for a 60%
efficient budget unit producing the same heat. Over Calgary's six-month heating season, the efficiency difference

pays for the higher upfront cost.

Avoid budget brands like Pleasant Hearth, Real Fyre, or generic imports for Calgary conditions. These units
often struggle with consistent ignition in extreme cold, have lower BTU outputs inadequate for meaningful heating,
and lack the robust construction needed for 800+ hours of annual operation. When your fireplace needs to perform

reliably at -35°C, quality construction isn't optional.

Heat & Glo and Majestic (both Hearth & Home Technologies brands) offer solid mid-range options with good

cold-weather performance and reasonable pricing. Their Escape and Reveal series provide 30,000-40,000 BTU
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output suitable for most Calgary applications.

Key features for Calgary installations include: standing pilot or reliable electronic ignition with battery backup
(for power outages), high BTU output (minimum 25,000 BTU for meaningful heating), robust blower systems rated

for continuous operation, and horizontal venting capability to avoid roof penetrations that create ice dam risks.

Need help finding a fireplace installer experienced with these premium brands? Calgary Fireplaces can match you
with contractors who specialize in high-performance gas fireplace installations for Calgary's demanding climate

conditions.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

e K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

Turnbull masonry

The Original Workshop

G.D.K Drywall LTD.
e Bracha Concrete & Coatings Inc.

View all contractors ?
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Q13
What BTU rating do | need for a gas fireplace in a Calgary living room?

For a Calgary living room, you'll typically need a gas fireplace rated between 25,000-40,000 BTU, depending
on your room size, ceiling height, and insulation quality. Calgary's extreme winter temperatures make proper
BTU sizing critical — undersized units struggle during -30°C cold snaps, while oversized units short-cycle and

create uncomfortable temperature swings.
BTU Sizing Guidelines for Calgary Homes

Start with the basic calculation of 20-25 BTU per square foot for well-insulated modern Calgary homes, or 25-30
BTU per square foot for older homes with average insulation. A typical 400 square foot living room needs 10,000-
12,000 BTU for basic heating, but Calgary's climate demands higher capacity. Multiply by 2-2.5x for supplemental
heating capability during extreme cold — so that same 400 square foot room should have a 25,000-30,000 BTU

fireplace to provide meaningful warmth when outdoor temperatures drop to -25°C or colder.

Ceiling height significantly affects BTU requirements. Standard 8-foot ceilings use the baseline calculation, but 9-
foot ceilings require 15% more capacity, 10-foot ceilings need 25% more, and vaulted or cathedral ceilings can
double the BTU requirement. A living room with 12-foot vaulted ceilings might need a 40,000+ BTU unit to heat

effectively.
Calgary Climate Considerations

Calgary's heating season runs October through April — six months of regular fireplace use — making efficiency
and proper sizing essential for both comfort and operating costs. At current ATCO Gas rates of approximately
$3.50-$5.00 per GJ, a 30,000 BTU fireplace costs roughly $0.75-$1.00 per hour to operate, making it cost-effective

supplemental heating compared to electric baseboard or forced-air furnace zones.

Chinook winds create unique challenges for fireplace sizing. During rapid temperature swings from -25°C to +10°C,
a properly sized gas fireplace with good modulation capability can adjust heat output to maintain comfort without
overheating the room. Look for units with variable flame height or modulating gas valves rather than simple on/off

operation.
Popular BTU Ranges by Room Size

Small living rooms (200-300 sq ft): 20,000-25,000 BTU units like the Napoleon GD19 or Regency P33. Medium
living rooms (300-500 sq ft): 25,000-35,000 BTU units such as the Napoleon GD36 or Valor G3. Large living rooms
(500+ sq ft) or great rooms: 35,000-40,000+ BTU units like the Napoleon GD70 or Regency P48.
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Remember that BTU rating represents maximum heat output. Quality gas fireplaces offer flame modulation,
allowing you to run at 50-75% capacity for ambiance while still having full heating power available during Calgary's
coldest weather. A 35,000 BTU fireplace can operate comfortably at 20,000 BTU for everyday use, then ramp up to

full capacity when outdoor temperatures plummet.
Professional Sizing Recommendations

Every home is different — insulation levels, window quality, room layout, and exposure to prevailing winds all affect
heating requirements. A fireplace contractor can perform a proper heat loss calculation considering your specific
home's characteristics. They'll also ensure the gas line capacity can supply the BTU rating you need, as undersized

gas lines restrict fireplace performance.

Need help finding a fireplace installer? Calgary Fireplaces can match you with local professionals who understand
Calgary's climate requirements and can properly size your gas fireplace for both comfort and efficiency during our

long winter heating season.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

Besademolition

Mike’s Restoration Service

Bracha Concrete & Coatings Inc.

Mr & Mrs Paintastic Inc

View all contractors ?

Q14
Is it cheaper to heat with a gas fireplace or a furnace in Calgary?

A gas fireplace is typically more expensive per BTU than your furnace for whole-home heating, but it can
be significantly cheaper for zone heating the specific rooms you're using most. The key is understanding

when and how to use your fireplace strategically during Calgary's long winter season.

Furnace vs. Fireplace Efficiency and Costs
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Modern high-efficiency furnaces in Calgary operate at 90-96% efficiency, meaning almost all the natural gas energy
converts to usable heat for your home. A quality direct-vent gas fireplace operates at 70-85% efficiency — good,
but not quite as efficient as your furnace. At current ATCO Gas rates of approximately $3.50-$5.00 per GJ, running
your furnace costs roughly $0.30-$0.50 per hour for an average Calgary home, while a gas fireplace producing
30,000 BTU costs about $0.50-$1.00 per hour.

However, this comparison misses the real value proposition. Your furnace heats your entire home whether
you're using those rooms or not. During Calgary's brutal -25°C to -35°C cold snaps that can last for weeks, a gas
fireplace allows you to create a comfortable "zone" in your living room or family room while setting your thermostat
2-3 degrees lower. This zone heating strategy can reduce your overall heating costs by 10-20% during peak winter

months.
Strategic Use During Calgary's Heating Season

Calgary's heating season runs roughly October through April — six full months where strategic fireplace use makes
financial sense. The most cost-effective approach is using your gas fireplace during the coldest parts of the day

(early morning, evening) to supplement your furnace in the rooms you actually occupy. Set your main thermostat to
18-19°C and use the fireplace to bring your living space up to 21-22°C. This reduces the load on your furnace while

keeping you comfortable.

During chinook events — Calgary's distinctive warm wind phenomenon — you might find yourself turning off both
the furnace and fireplace as outdoor temperatures swing from -25°C to +10°C in a matter of hours. These rapid
temperature changes are unique to Calgary and can actually help reduce your overall winter heating costs

compared to cities with consistently cold winters.
Power Outage Considerations

Calgary experiences winter power outages during severe storms, and this is where gas fireplaces with standing
pilot lights or battery backup ignition provide real value. Your high-efficiency furnace won't operate without
electricity, but a gas fireplace can continue heating your main living area. At -30°C outdoor temperatures, this isn't

just about comfort — it's about preventing pipes from freezing and maintaining a safe indoor temperature.
Bottom Line for Calgary Homeowners

Use your gas fireplace as a supplement, not a replacement, for your furnace. The most economical approach is
zone heating during peak cold periods while maintaining your furnace as the primary heating system. A quality gas
fireplace will typically add $200-$400 to your winter ATCO Gas bills, but the combination of reduced thermostat

settings and targeted comfort heating often results in net savings of $100-$300 over the heating season.
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For maximum efficiency, ensure your gas fireplace has electronic ignition rather than a standing pilot light, and

schedule annual maintenance after Calgary's heavy winter use season to maintain peak efficiency.

Need help finding a gas fireplace installer to add zone heating to your Calgary home? Calgary Fireplaces can

match you with local contractors for free estimates.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified
professionals:

e K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

e G.D.K Drywall LTD.

Jk Stucco

PLATINUM Pool & Spa Services Ltd
e Radon Lab

View all contractors ?

(O)E)
Do gas fireplaces work during power outages in Calgary winter storms?

Most gas fireplaces will NOT work during power outages, but some models with standing pilot lights or
battery backup systems will continue providing heat — a potentially critical safety feature during Calgary's

severe winter storms when temperatures can plummet rapidly in an unheated home.

Modern gas fireplaces typically use electronic ignition systems that require electricity to operate the ignition
sequence, blower fans, and safety controls. When the power goes out, these units shut down completely, leaving
you without supplemental heat just when you might need it most. This includes most direct-vent gas fireplaces, gas

inserts, and vent-free units installed in Calgary homes over the past 15-20 years.

However, gas fireplaces with standing pilot lights continue operating during outages because they use a
simple thermocouple safety system that doesn't require electricity. The pilot flame ignites the main burner when you
turn up the thermostat, and the fireplace produces radiant heat without any electrical components. Some newer
models offer battery backup ignition systems that can operate for several hours during outages, though the backup

batteries eventually drain.
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Calgary's winter power outages are a real concern during severe storms, chinook wind events, and ice storms
that can down power lines across the city. ENMAX typically restores power within hours, but outages lasting 6-12
hours do occur, particularly in newer suburban communities with overhead power lines. During these events, a gas
fireplace that operates without electricity can provide meaningful zone heating for your main living areas while your

furnace is down.

The heating capacity matters significantly during outages. A 30,000-40,000 BTU gas fireplace can heat 800-
1,200 square feet effectively, which covers most Calgary living rooms, family rooms, and adjacent kitchen areas.
While it won't heat your entire home like your furnace, it creates a warm refuge where your family can gather safely
until power returns. At Calgary's winter temperatures of -25°C to -35°C, an unheated home loses temperature

quickly — having supplemental heat becomes a safety issue, not just a comfort preference.

ATCO Gas service typically remains uninterrupted during power outages since natural gas distribution
operates on pressure differentials rather than electricity. This means your gas fireplace fuel supply stays available

even when the electrical grid is down, unlike electric fireplaces that become completely useless during outages.

When shopping for a gas fireplace in Calgary, specifically ask about power outage operation. Models with
millivolt ignition systems (standing pilot) or battery backup capability cost slightly more upfront but provide the
peace of mind of continued heating during winter storms. Brands like Napoleon, Regency, and Valor offer models
with these features. Your fireplace installer can explain which units in your budget range offer power outage

operation.

Safety reminder: Even gas fireplaces that work during power outages require proper ventilation and carbon
monoxide detectors. Never use portable generators indoors, and ensure your CO detectors have battery backup or

hardwired units with battery backup to continue monitoring air quality during outages.

Need help finding a fireplace installer who can recommend models with power outage capability? Calgary
Fireplaces can match you with local contractors who understand Calgary's winter conditions and can specify the

right unit for your home's backup heating needs.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

Calgary Custom Concepts

PLATINUM Pool & Spa Services Ltd
Jk Stucco
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e Amar Homes Inc

View all contractors ?
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Q16
How much does a direct vent gas fireplace cost to install in Calgary?

A direct vent gas fireplace typically costs $3,000-$8,000 installed in Calgary, with the wide range depending
on the fireplace unit, venting complexity, gas line work, and finishing materials. This includes the fireplace unit,

professional installation, gas permit, and basic surround work.

Breaking down the costs, the fireplace unit itself ranges from $1,200-$4,000 depending on size and features.
Entry-level 25,000 BTU units from brands like Napoleon or Majestic start around $1,200, while premium 40,000
BTU models with remote controls and realistic log sets can reach $4,000. Installation labour typically runs $800-
$1,500, covering the gas line connection (which must be done by a licensed gas fitter), venting installation, and unit
mounting. The gas permit from the City of Calgary costs approximately $150-$200 and includes the required Safety
Codes Officer inspection.

Venting costs vary significantly based on your home's layout. Horizontal venting through an exterior wall is the
most economical option at $300-$600 for materials and labour. Vertical venting through the roof costs $800-$1,500
due to the additional vent pipe, roof penetration work, and flashing. If your gas line needs to be extended from the

meter or basement, expect an additional $15-$25 per linear foot for gas line work.

Calgary's climate makes direct vent gas fireplaces particularly cost-effective because ATCO Gas rates of
approximately $3.50-$5.00 per GJ translate to just $0.50-$1.00 per hour of operation. During Calgary's brutal -25°C
to -35°C cold snaps that can last for weeks, a 30,000 BTU direct vent fireplace provides meaningful supplemental
heat that reduces furnace strain and creates comfortable zone heating in your main living areas. The sealed
combustion system draws outside air for burning and exhausts outside through a coaxial vent, making it safe for

modern tight homes and eliminating any indoor air quality concerns.

Additional costs to budget for include a basic mantel and surround ($500-$2,000), decorative stone or tile work
($1,000-$4,000), and electrical for a dedicated outlet if needed ($200-$400). Many Calgary homeowners opt for
natural stone surrounds like ledgestone or stacked slate to create a dramatic focal point, which can push total
project costs to $6,000-$12,000.

The installation process requires professional expertise because gas line work must be performed by a
licensed gas fitter, and the completed installation needs Safety Codes Officer approval before operation. Attempting
DIY gas work is dangerous and illegal in Alberta. Most reputable Calgary fireplace contractors handle the entire

process including permits, but always verify they carry WCB Alberta coverage and proper licensing.

Need help finding a qualified fireplace installer? Calgary Fireplaces can match you with local contractors for free

estimates on your direct vent gas fireplace project.
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Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

o K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

Dealtwith.

Mike’s Restoration Service

Bracha Concrete & Coatings Inc.

True North Overhead Doors

View all contractors ?

Q17
How much does a Napoleon gas fireplace cost installed in Calgary?

A Napoleon gas fireplace typically costs $3,500-$8,000 installed in Calgary, depending on the model size,
venting requirements, and finishing work. Napoleon is one of the most popular fireplace brands in the Calgary

market, known for reliable performance during our long heating season and excellent cold-weather operation.
Napoleon Gas Fireplace Pricing Breakdown

The unit itself ranges from $1,800-$4,500 depending on the model. Napoleon's entry-level direct-vent models like
the GD19 or GD33 start around $1,800-$2,500, while their premium linear models like the LVV38 or LV50 can reach
$3,500-$4,500. Mid-range traditional models like the GD82 or GX42 typically run $2,200-$3,200.

Installation costs add $1,200-$2,500 to the total project. This includes the gas line connection (must be done by a
licensed gas fitter), direct-vent pipe and termination, electrical connection for the blower and controls, and the
required gas permit and Safety Codes Officer inspection. Horizontal venting through an exterior wall is less
expensive than vertical venting through the roof. The gas permit from the City of Calgary runs approximately $150-
$200.

Calgary-Specific Considerations

Napoleon fireplaces perform exceptionally well in Calgary's extreme cold, with many models rated for operation
down to -40°C — important when our January temperatures regularly hit -25°C to -35°C. Their sealed direct-vent
combustion system prevents the indoor air quality issues that can occur with vent-free units in Calgary's tight, well-

insulated modern homes.
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With ATCO Gas rates around $3.50-$5.00 per GJ, running a Napoleon gas fireplace costs roughly $0.50-$1.00 per
hour — significantly cheaper than electric heating. A typical Napoleon model producing 25,000-35,000 BTU

provides meaningful supplemental heat during Calgary's six-month heating season from October through April.
Additional Costs and Finishing

Basic surround materials add $500-$1,500, while custom stone surrounds with mantels can add $2,000-$5,000 to
the project. Popular Calgary finishing options include stacked stone, ledgestone, and reclaimed wood mantels that

complement both modern and traditional home styles.

Annual maintenance runs $150-$250 and is particularly important in Calgary given the heavy use these units see
during our long winters. Napoleon's warranty coverage and local dealer support through Calgary-area retailers

make service readily available.

Need help finding a Napoleon dealer and certified installer? Calgary Fireplaces can match you with local fireplace
contractors who specialize in Napoleon installations and can provide free estimates for your specific project and
home layout.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

Calgary Custom Concepts

UR COWRY CABINETS

e G.D.K Drywall LTD.
e Allure Residential & Commercial inc

View all contractors ?

Q18
What size gas line do | need for a 40,000 BTU gas fireplace in Calgary?

A 40,000 BTU gas fireplace typically requires a 3/4-inch gas line in most Calgary residential installations,
though the exact size depends on the total run length from your gas meter and other appliances on the

system.
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Gas line sizing follows specific engineering calculations based on BTU demand, pipe length, and pressure drop.
For a 40,000 BTU fireplace, you're looking at roughly 40 cubic feet per hour of natural gas consumption at ATCO
Gas's standard delivery pressure. A 3/4-inch line can typically handle this load for runs up to 100-150 feet from the
meter, which covers most residential situations in Calgary. However, if you have a long run to a basement or upper
floor location, or if your home already has multiple gas appliances (furnace, water heater, range, dryer), you might

need to upsize to a 1-inch line or install a dedicated branch.

The gas line work must be performed by a licensed gas fitter and requires a gas permit from the City of
Calgary or your local municipality. The gas fitter will calculate the exact line size based on your home's specific
layout and existing gas load. They'll also ensure proper pressure testing, leak detection, and compliance with the
Alberta Building Code. A Safety Codes Officer will inspect the completed installation before you can operate the

fireplace.

ATCO Gas delivery pressure in Calgary is typically 7 inches of water column (about 0.25 PSI) at the meter, which
is standard for residential natural gas service. Your gas fitter will verify adequate pressure at the fireplace location

and may need to install a pressure regulator if the run is particularly long or complex.

Installation costs for the gas line typically run $15-25 per linear foot of pipe, plus $200-400 for the gas permit and
inspection. If you're installing the fireplace during new construction or a major renovation, it's much more cost-
effective to rough in the gas line before drywall goes up. Retrofitting gas lines in finished spaces requires wall

patching and painting.

Don't attempt gas line work yourself — gas leaks can cause explosions or carbon monoxide poisoning. Alberta
requires licensed gas fitters for all gas line installation, modification, and repair work. The gas permit ensures your

installation meets safety codes and provides documentation for insurance and future home sales.

Need help finding a licensed gas fitter for your fireplace project? Calgary Fireplaces can match you with local

professionals who handle both the gas line work and fireplace installation as a complete package.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

Keystone Exteriors

UR COWRY CABINETS

Onsite Contracting and Electrical Services

Greenstone landscaping solutions
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View all contractors ?
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Q19
What is the lifespan of a gas fireplace in Calgary with regular maintenance?

A well-maintained gas fireplace in Calgary typically lasts 15-20 years, with some premium units reaching
25+ years when properly serviced annually. Calgary's long heating season and heavy winter use means
fireplaces here accumulate more operating hours than in milder climates, making regular maintenance absolutely

critical for longevity.

Gas fireplace lifespan depends heavily on usage patterns and maintenance quality. In Calgary, where
fireplaces often run 4-6 hours daily from October through April, a typical unit accumulates 600-900 operating hours
per year compared to 200-400 hours in milder climates. This heavy use accelerates wear on key components like
the heat exchanger, blower motor, gas valve, and ignition system. However, Calgary's dry climate works in your
favor — there's less moisture-related corrosion than in coastal regions, and ATCO Gas provides clean-burning

natural gas that produces minimal deposits compared to propane or oil heating systems.

Component replacement schedules vary significantly based on quality and usage. The heat exchanger is the
heart of the system and typically lasts the full fireplace lifespan in quality units like Napoleon, Regency, or Valor
models popular in Calgary. Blower motors usually need replacement every 8-12 years with heavy use. Gas valves
can last 15+ years but may require cleaning or adjustment every 5-7 years. Ignition systems (pilot lights, electronic
ignition, thermocouples) often need service every 3-5 years. The glass panels typically last 10-15 years but can
crack from thermal stress during Calgary's extreme temperature swings, especially during chinook events when

indoor/outdoor temperature differentials can exceed 40°C.

Annual professional maintenance is essential for maximizing lifespan in Calgary's climate. A qualified
technician should inspect and clean the heat exchanger, test gas connections for leaks, verify proper venting and
combustion air flow, clean or replace the pilot assembly, test safety controls, and check for carbon monoxide
production. This service typically costs $150-$250 but prevents expensive component failures and ensures safe
operation. Calgary's chinook winds can affect chimney draft and cause backdrafting, making annual vent inspection

particularly important for direct-vent units.

Signs your gas fireplace may be nearing end-of-life include: heat exchanger cracks (immediate safety concern
requiring shutdown), frequent pilot light outages, yellow or irregular flame patterns indicating incomplete
combustion, excessive condensation on the glass, unusual odors during operation, or repair costs exceeding 50%
of replacement value. Modern high-efficiency units also offer significantly better performance than 15-20 year old

models, potentially justifying replacement even when the old unit still functions.

Quality matters significantly for Calgary's demanding conditions. Budget units may only last 10-12 years with

heavy use, while premium brands with robust heat exchangers and quality components routinely exceed 20 years.

Calgary Fireplaces — calgaryfireplaces.com — Generated May 10, 2026



Given Calgary's 6-month heating season and the real heating value fireplaces provide during -30°C cold shaps,

investing in a quality unit with strong warranty coverage makes financial sense.

Need help finding a qualified fireplace technician for annual maintenance or replacement? Calgary Fireplaces can
match you with local professionals who understand Calgary's unique climate challenges and can keep your
fireplace running safely and efficiently for decades.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

Mr & Mrs Paintastic Inc

Ardco Construction

Alpine Exteriors siding and roofing

Venkor Group Inc

View all contractors ?

Q20
How much does it cost to add a gas line for a new fireplace in a Calgary home?

Adding a gas line for a new fireplace in Calgary typically costs $800-$2,500, depending on the distance
from your existing gas meter, the complexity of the routing, and whether you need to upgrade your gas
meter capacity. This work must be performed by a licensed gas fitter and requires a gas permit from the City of

Calgary.

The distance from your gas meter to the fireplace location is the biggest cost factor. A simple 20-foot run
through an unfinished basement might cost $800-$1,200, while routing gas 50+ feet through finished walls, around
obstacles, or up multiple floors can reach $1,800-$2,500. Gas fitters charge $75-$125 per hour in Calgary, and

most residential gas line jobs take 4-8 hours depending on complexity.

Gas meter upgrades add $300-$800 to the project if your current meter cannot handle the additional load. Most
modern Calgary homes have adequate capacity for a single gas fireplace (typically 25,000-40,000 BTU), but older
homes with smaller meters may need an upgrade. ATCO Gas handles meter upgrades, which requires coordination
with your gas fitter and adds 1-2 weeks to the timeline.
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Permit and inspection costs add $150-$250 to every gas line project. The City of Calgary requires a gas permit
for any new gas appliance connection, and a Safety Codes Officer must inspect the completed work before you can
operate the fireplace. This inspection verifies proper pipe sizing, joint integrity, pressure testing, and code

compliance. Never skip the permit — unpermitted gas work is a serious safety hazard and insurance liability.

Additional costs can include drywall patching and painting if the gas line runs through finished walls ($200-$500),
concrete cutting for basement floor penetrations ($150-$400), or electrical work for a dedicated circuit if your

fireplace requires 120V power for the blower or electronic ignition ($300-$600).

Timing considerations matter in Calgary's market. Gas fitters are busiest in fall when homeowners prepare for
winter, so spring and summer installations often cost 10-15% less and have better availability. However, you can

install gas lines year-round — the fireplace unit itself can be installed later.

When planning your project, have the gas line installed before any finishing work like flooring, painting, or
fireplace surround construction. The gas fitter needs clear access to route the line and make connections. Most

contractors prefer to rough-in the gas line during the framing stage if you're doing major renovations.

Quality matters with gas line work given Calgary's extreme temperature swings and chinook pressure changes.
Insist on black iron pipe or CSST (corrugated stainless steel tubing) rated for your fireplace's BTU requirements.

Cheap materials or poor installation can develop leaks over time, creating serious safety hazards.

Need help finding a licensed gas fitter for your fireplace project? Calgary Fireplaces can match you with local
professionals who handle gas line installation and fireplace connection as a complete package, ensuring proper

coordination between all trades involved in your project.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified
professionals:

e K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

e Besademolition

G.D.K Drywall LTD.

The Original Workshop
e New Earth Waste Services Ltd

View all contractors ?
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Q21
How much does alinear gas fireplace cost installed in Calgary?

A linear gas fireplace typically costs $4,000-$12,000 installed in Calgary, with most homeowners spending

$6,000-$9,000 for a quality unit with professional installation and basic finishing.

The wide price range reflects the variety of linear fireplace options available. A basic 36-inch linear unit from
manufacturers like Napoleon or Regency runs $2,500-$4,000 for the fireplace itself, while premium 60-inch models
with advanced features can reach $6,000-$8,000. Installation adds $1,500-$3,000 depending on venting

complexity, gas line routing, and electrical requirements for the blower and controls.

Linear fireplaces are particularly popular in Calgary's modern homes because they create a striking
contemporary focal point while providing substantial heat output — typically 25,000-40,000 BTU, which is
meaningful supplemental heating during Calgary's brutal winter months when temperatures drop to -30°C for weeks
at a time. At current ATCO Gas rates of approximately $3.50-$5.00 per GJ, operating costs run roughly $0.75-$1.25

per hour, making them cost-effective zone heating compared to electric baseboard or forced-air furnace heating.

Installation complexity varies significantly with your home's layout. Direct-vent linear fireplaces require a
coaxial vent pipe to the exterior — horizontal venting through an exterior wall is simplest and least expensive, while
vertical venting through the roof adds $500-$1,500 in materials and labour. The gas line connection must be done
by a licensed gas fitter with a City of Calgary gas permit ($100-$200), and the completed installation requires Safety
Codes Officer inspection before operation.

Finishing costs can dramatically impact your total project budget. A basic drywall surround with simple trim
might add $500-$1,000, while a floor-to-ceiling stone feature wall with natural ledgestone or stacked slate can
easily add $3,000-$6,000 to the project. Many Calgary homeowners choose quartz or granite surrounds ($2,000-

$4,000) for a clean, modern look that complements the linear fireplace's contemporary styling.

Consider sizing carefully for Calgary's climate. Linear fireplaces come in widths from 36 inches to 72 inches or
more. Larger units provide more heat output and visual impact but cost significantly more. A 48-inch linear fireplace
producing 35,000 BTU can effectively heat 800-1,200 square feet of open-concept living space — perfect for

Calgary's popular great room layouts where the fireplace serves as both heating and design focal point.

Installation timing affects costs slightly. Fall and early winter see peak demand as homeowners prepare for
heating season, potentially adding 10-15% to labour costs. Spring and summer installations often offer better
contractor availability and pricing.

Need help finding a linear fireplace installer? Calgary Fireplaces can match you with local contractors for free

estimates through the Calgary Construction Network.
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Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

BOND CONTRACTING & CONSTRUCTION INC

Calgary Custom Concepts
e Ardco Construction
e Keystone Exteriors

View all contractors ?
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Q22

How much natural gas does a gas fireplace use per month during a Calgary
winter?

A typical gas fireplace in Calgary uses 20-40 GJ (gigajoules) of natural gas per month during winter,
costing approximately $70-$200 monthly at current ATCO Gas rates. This assumes regular use during

Calgary's 6-month heating season when outdoor temperatures frequently drop to -25°C or colder.

Your actual consumption depends heavily on fireplace size, usage patterns, and Calgary's extreme winter
conditions. A 25,000 BTU direct-vent gas fireplace running 4 hours daily uses roughly 1.3 GJ per month, while a
larger 40,000 BTU unit operating 6 hours daily consumes about 3.2 GJ monthly. During Calgary's brutal January
and February cold snaps that can last weeks, many homeowners run their gas fireplaces much longer for

supplemental heating, pushing monthly usage to 40+ GJ.

ATCO Gas pricing makes gas fireplaces cost-effective supplemental heating in Calgary. At current residential
rates of approximately $3.50-$5.00 per GJ, operating a gas fireplace costs roughly $0.50-$1.00 per hour —

significantly cheaper than electric baseboard heating, which runs 3-4 times higher per unit of energy produced. This
cost advantage explains why gas fireplaces dominate Calgary's market despite the upfront installation requiring gas

permits and Safety Codes Officer inspection.

Calgary's long heating season dramatically increases annual gas consumption compared to milder Canadian
cities. While Vancouver homeowners might use their gas fireplace occasionally from December through February,
Calgary residents typically fire up their units in October and use them regularly through April. This extended season

means Calgary gas fireplaces can consume 100-200+ GJ annually versus 30-60 GJ in milder climates.

Efficiency ratings significantly impact gas consumption. Older gas fireplaces and basic builder-grade units
operate at 60-70% efficiency, while premium direct-vent models achieve 80-85% efficiency. A high-efficiency
fireplace uses 15-20% less gas to produce the same heat output. When shopping for a gas fireplace in Calgary's

climate, the efficiency rating matters more than in cities with shorter heating seasons.

Usage patterns vary widely among Calgary homeowners. Some use their gas fireplace purely for ambiance on
weekend evenings, consuming perhaps 5-10 GJ monthly. Others rely on their fireplace as primary heating for main
living areas during Calgary's coldest months, easily reaching 40-50 GJ monthly. Homeowners with open-concept
layouts often find a properly sized gas fireplace can heat 1,000-1,500 square feet effectively, reducing furnace

runtime and overall heating costs.

Chinook winds can temporarily reduce fireplace usage when temperatures swing from -25°C to +10°C within

hours, but these warm spells are brief. Most Calgary winters include extended cold periods where consistent
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fireplace operation provides meaningful comfort and energy savings.

For accurate consumption tracking, monitor your ATCO Gas bill's monthly usage during fireplace season versus
summer months when the unit is off. The difference shows your fireplace's actual consumption in your specific

home with your usage patterns.

Need help finding a gas fireplace installer to discuss sizing and efficiency options for your Calgary home? Calgary

Fireplaces can match you with local professionals for free estimates through the Calgary Construction Network.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

e K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

Dealtwith.

Durable Decks

Besademolition

Mayken Hazmat Solutions LTD

View all contractors ?

Q23
Can linstall a gas fireplace in my Calgary basement without a chimney?

Yes, you can absolutely install a gas fireplace in your Calgary basement without a chimney. Direct-vent gas
fireplaces are specifically designed for this situation and are the most popular choice for basement installations
throughout Calgary.

Direct-vent gas fireplaces use a sealed combustion system that draws outside air for combustion and exhausts
combustion gases directly outside through a coaxial vent pipe. This means no traditional chimney is required — the
vent pipe can run horizontally through your basement wall to the exterior, making installation straightforward and
cost-effective. The system is completely sealed from your indoor air, so there's no impact on basement air quality or
oxygen levels.

For Calgary basements, horizontal venting through the wall is typically the most practical approach. The vent
pipe penetrates your foundation wall and terminates outside with proper clearances from windows, doors, and air

intakes as specified by the Alberta Building Code. The exterior termination must be at least 12 inches above grade
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to prevent snow blockage during Calgary's heavy winter snowfalls, and positioned away from walkways where

exhaust could create ice buildup.

Gas line connection requires a licensed gas fitter and gas permit from the City of Calgary. ATCO Gas service
is available throughout Calgary, making gas fireplaces cost-effective for basement heating — roughly $0.50-$1.00
per hour to operate compared to electric baseboard heating at 3-4 times the cost. A basement gas fireplace
providing 25,000-35,000 BTU can meaningfully supplement your home's heating system during Calgary's brutal

winter months when temperatures drop to -25°C to -35°C.

Installation costs typically range from $3,500-$6,500 including the fireplace unit, venting, gas line connection,
permits, and basic finishing. Popular basement-friendly units include Napoleon, Regency, and Valor models
designed for lower ceiling heights. The gas permit and Safety Codes Officer inspection are mandatory — expect

$150-$200 in permit fees plus the inspection to verify proper installation, venting, and clearances.

Consider ceiling height and clearance requirements when selecting your unit. Most direct-vent fireplaces need
minimum clearances to combustible materials, and basement installations often require careful planning around
ductwork, electrical, and plumbing. Professional installation ensures compliance with Alberta Building Code

requirements and proper integration with your home's existing systems.

Need help finding a fireplace installer? Calgary Fireplaces can match you with local contractors experienced in

basement installations through the Calgary Construction Network.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

Mike’s Restoration Service

Upper Cut Landscaping LTD

G.D.K Drywall LTD.

Besademolition

View all contractors ?

Q24
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Is atwo-sided gas fireplace worth the extra cost in an open-concept Calgary
home?

A two-sided gas fireplace can be worth the extra cost in an open-concept Calgary home, but success
depends on proper sizing, strategic placement, and realistic expectations about heating performance

versus visual impact.

Two-sided (see-through) gas fireplaces create a stunning focal point that enhances the flow between spaces —
imagine a fireplace visible from both your living room and dining area, or separating a great room from a kitchen
while maintaining visual connection. In Calgary's open-concept homes, this design maximizes the fireplace's

presence without blocking sightlines or interrupting the spacious feel that makes open layouts so appealing.

The cost premium is significant — expect to pay $1,500-$3,000 more than a comparable single-sided unit,
bringing total installed costs to $5,500-$11,000 depending on the surround and finishing. This premium covers the
specialized firebox design, additional glass panels, and more complex venting requirements. Two-sided units also

require more substantial structural support and framing, which can add to installation complexity and cost.

Heating performance requires careful consideration for Calgary's climate. Two-sided fireplaces typically
produce 20-30% less heat output than single-sided units of similar size because the firebox design prioritizes visual
appeal over thermal efficiency. A single-sided 35,000 BTU unit might become a 25,000 BTU two-sided model. In
Calgary's -25°C to -35°C winter conditions, this reduced output matters — you'll get beautiful ambiance but less

supplemental heating during those brutal January cold snaps when every BTU counts.

Placement strategy is critical in open-concept spaces. The fireplace works best as a room divider between two
distinct zones rather than floating in the middle of one large space. Position it to separate your living area from
dining area, or between a family room and home office. This creates defined spaces while maintaining the open

feel, and ensures both sides get proper viewing angles.

ATCO Gas costs remain reasonable even with the larger firebox — expect $0.60-$1.20 per hour of operation, still
far cheaper than electric heating. The gas line sizing and permit requirements are identical to single-sided units, so

no additional complexity there.

Installation requires extra attention to clearances and venting. Two-sided units need adequate combustible
clearances on all sides, which can limit furniture placement. The direct-vent system is more complex, often
requiring a larger diameter vent pipe and specific termination requirements. Your gas fitter will need to ensure

proper combustion air supply for the larger firebox.

Consider your lifestyle and priorities. If you entertain frequently and want a dramatic architectural feature that

enhances your open-concept design, the premium can be justified. If your primary goal is supplemental heating
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during Calgary's long winter season, a properly-sized single-sided unit with the saved money invested in a higher-

efficiency model or premium stone surround might deliver better value.

Maintenance costs are higher — double the glass to clean, more complex internal components, and potentially

more service calls. Budget an extra $50-$100 annually for professional maintenance.

Two-sided gas fireplaces work best for homeowners who prioritize the visual and architectural impact over
maximum heating efficiency. In Calgary's open-concept homes, they can create a stunning centerpiece that defines

spaces while maintaining flow — just ensure you're comfortable with the cost premium and reduced heating output.

Need help finding a fireplace installer experienced with two-sided installations? Calgary Fireplaces can match you

with contractors who specialize in open-concept fireplace design.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

e K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

Durable Decks

PLATINUM Pool & Spa Services Ltd

Mayken Hazmat Solutions LTD

Upper Cut Landscaping LTD

View all contractors ?
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Q25
Do I need a gas permit for a gas fireplace installation in Calgary?

Yes, you absolutely need a gas permit for any gas fireplace installation in Calgary. This is a mandatory

requirement under Alberta’'s Safety Codes Act, and there are no exceptions for residential gas fireplace work.

The gas permit process involves several key steps that protect your safety and ensure code compliance. First, your
fireplace contractor must obtain the gas permit from the City of Calgary before beginning any gas line work. The
permit application includes details about the fireplace unit, BTU rating, gas line routing, and venting configuration.

Permit fees typically run $100-$200 for residential fireplace installations.

All gas line work must be performed by a licensed gas fitter — this includes running the gas line to the
fireplace location, installing the gas valve, and making the final connection to the fireplace unit. DIY gas line work is
illegal in Alberta and extremely dangerous. Even seemingly simple tasks like connecting a flexible gas connector

require professional installation and inspection.

After the installation is complete, a certified Safety Codes Officer will inspect the entire system. The inspector
verifies that gas connections are leak-free, the fireplace is properly vented according to manufacturer specifications,
clearances to combustible materials meet the Alberta Building Code, and the unit operates safely. You cannot
legally operate your new gas fireplace until it passes this inspection and you receive the final permit

approval.

Calgary's extreme winter conditions make proper gas fireplace installation critical for safety. During those -
30°C cold snaps when your fireplace will run for hours daily, any gas leak or venting problem becomes a serious
carbon monoxide risk. The permit and inspection process ensures your fireplace can handle Calgary's heavy winter

use safely.

Skipping the gas permit creates multiple problems: it's a safety hazard that could cause gas leaks or carbon
monoxide poisoning, your home insurance may not cover damage from unpermitted gas work, and the unpermitted
installation will be flagged during any home inspection if you sell your house. The City of Calgary can also require

you to tear out unpermitted gas work and start over with proper permits.

The permit process typically takes 1-2 weeks from application to inspection approval, so factor this timeline
into your fireplace installation project. Most reputable Calgary fireplace contractors handle the permit application as

part of their service, but always confirm this upfront.

Need help finding a licensed fireplace installer who handles permits properly? Calgary Fireplaces can match you

with local contractors who understand Alberta's gas codes and permit requirements.

Calgary Fireplaces — calgaryfireplaces.com — Generated May 10, 2026



Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

e K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES
Radon Lab

Canadian Closet

Durable Decks

¢ Quality count construction Ltd.

View all contractors ?

Q26

How much does it cost to run a gas fireplace per hour in Calgary with ATCO Gas
rates?

Running a gas fireplace in Calgary costs approximately $0.50 to $1.25 per hour, depending on your
fireplace's BTU output and current ATCO Gas rates. This makes gas fireplaces one of the most cost-effective

supplemental heating options during Calgary's long winter season.
ATCO Gas Rate Breakdown

ATCO Gas residential rates in Calgary currently range from approximately $3.50 to $5.50 per gigajoule (GJ),
depending on your rate plan and market conditions. Most Calgary homeowners are on variable rates that fluctuate
monthly, though fixed-rate contracts are available. The delivery charges add roughly $1.50-$2.00 per GJ to your
total cost, bringing the all-in rate to about $5.00-$7.50 per GJ.

Calculating Your Hourly Costs
A typical residential gas fireplace in Calgary produces 25,000 to 40,000 BTU per hour. Here's how the math works:

e 25,000 BTU fireplace: Consumes about 0.025 GJ per hour = $0.50-$0.65/hour
e 30,000 BTU fireplace: Consumes about 0.030 GJ per hour = $0.60-$0.80/hour
e 40,000 BTU fireplace: Consumes about 0.040 GJ per hour = $0.80-$1.25/hour
These calculations assume your fireplace runs at full output. Most modern gas fireplaces have variable controls,

S0 running at 50% output cuts your hourly cost in half.

Calgary Climate Advantages
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Calgary's extreme winter temperatures make this cost incredibly reasonable for the heat output. During those
brutal -25°C to -35°C January cold snaps, a 30,000 BTU gas fireplace provides meaningful zone heating for
your main living area while reducing strain on your furnace. At $0.70 per hour, running your fireplace for 4 hours
during peak evening hours costs less than $3.00 — far cheaper than electric baseboard heating, which would

cost 3-4 times more for equivalent heat output.
Comparing to Other Heating Options

Electric fireplaces max out at about 5,100 BTU (1,500 watts) and cost roughly $0.20-$0.30 per hour to run at
Alberta electricity rates. While cheaper per hour, they produce significantly less heat. A gas fireplace delivers 5-
8 times more BTU for only 2-3 times the operating cost, making gas the clear winner for actual heating in

Calgary's climate.
Seasonal Usage Patterns

Most Calgary homeowners run their gas fireplaces regularly from October through April — roughly 6 months of
the year. If you use your fireplace 3-4 hours per evening during the coldest months, expect monthly gas costs of
$50-$100 for fireplace operation. This supplemental heating often reduces your overall heating bill by taking load

off your furnace and providing efficient zone heating in the rooms you use most.
Efficiency Considerations

Modern direct-vent gas fireplaces operate at 70-85% efficiency, meaning most of the gas you pay for converts
directly to usable heat in your home. Compare this to older, inefficient masonry fireplaces that waste 85-90% of
their heat up the chimney. If you're upgrading from an old wood-burning fireplace to a gas insert, the efficiency

improvement alone can cut your heating costs dramatically.

Need help finding a gas fireplace installer to upgrade your heating efficiency? Calgary Fireplaces can match you

with local contractors for free estimates on high-efficiency gas fireplace installation.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with

qualified professionals:

K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES
Dealtwith.

Makki Abatement

Venkor Group Inc

Bracha Concrete & Coatings Inc.
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View all contractors ?

Q27

What is the price difference between a gas fireplace with electronic ignition
versus standing pilot?

Gas fireplaces with electronic ignition typically cost $200-$500 more than standing pilot models, but the

energy savings usually pay for the upgrade within 2-3 years of Calgary's heavy winter use.

The price difference comes down to the ignition system components. Standing pilot fireplaces use a simple
thermocouple and gas valve system that keeps a small pilot flame burning continuously. Electronic ignition systems
require a more sophisticated control module, electronic igniter, flame sensor, and often include features like remote
control, programmable thermostat, and battery backup. This additional technology adds to the manufacturing cost,

which gets passed on to consumers.

Standing pilot systems burn gas 24/7 to maintain the pilot light, consuming roughly 600-900 BTU per hour even
when the main fireplace isn't operating. Over Calgary's 6-month heating season, this continuous consumption adds
up to approximately $40-$70 per year in gas costs at current ATCO Gas rates. The pilot does provide a small
amount of heat to the room and ensures instant ignition when you turn on the fireplace, plus it continues working

during power outages.

Electronic ignition systems only consume gas when the fireplace is actually operating, eliminating the pilot light
waste. They typically include conveniences like remote control operation, programmable timers, and variable flame
height control. Many models have battery backup systems that maintain functionality during Calgary's winter power

outages. The main drawbacks are slightly higher upfront cost and dependence on electricity for ignition.

For Calgary homeowners, electronic ignition usually makes financial sense because our long heating season
means the pilot light runs from October through April. The annual gas savings of $40-$70 means the upgrade pays
for itself relatively quickly. Electronic ignition also provides better convenience features that most homeowners

appreciate once they experience remote control operation and programmable scheduling.

Installation costs are identical regardless of ignition type - both require the same gas line, venting, and electrical
connections. The gas permit fees and Safety Codes Officer inspection process are also the same. The only

difference is the initial unit price.

When comparing models, factor in the total cost of ownership rather than just the purchase price. The electronic

ignition premium is modest compared to the overall project cost of $4,000-$8,000 for a complete gas fireplace
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installation with surround work.

Need help finding a fireplace installer to discuss ignition options? Calgary Fireplaces can match you with local

contractors who can explain the specific models and features available in your budget range.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

e K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

Turnbull masonry

Bracha Concrete & Coatings Inc.

Canadian Closet

BOND CONTRACTING & CONSTRUCTION INC

View all contractors ?
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Q28
Can a gas fireplace heat my entire Calgary home or just one room?

A gas fireplace is designed for zone heating — warming the room where it's installed and adjacent open
areas — rather than heating your entire Calgary home. However, during Calgary's brutal winters when
temperatures drop to -25°C or colder, a properly sized gas fireplace can provide meaningful supplemental heat that
reduces strain on your main furnace system.

Heat Output and Coverage

Most residential gas fireplaces produce between 20,000-40,000 BTU of heat output. To put this in perspective, a
30,000 BTU gas fireplace can effectively heat approximately 800-1,200 square feet of open living space, assuming
standard 8-9 foot ceilings and reasonable insulation. This works well for heating a great room, living room plus

adjacent kitchen, or the main floor of a smaller Calgary home with an open floor plan.

The key limitation is heat distribution. Unlike your forced-air furnace system with ductwork and fans, a gas fireplace
relies on natural convection and radiant heat. Hot air rises from the fireplace and circulates through the immediate
area, but it won't effectively reach closed-off rooms, upper floors, or distant areas of larger homes. In a typical two-
story Calgary home, a main floor gas fireplace might warm the living areas where your family spends most of their

time, but bedrooms upstairs will still depend on your furnace.
Calgary's Climate Makes Zone Heating Valuable

Calgary's extreme winter conditions actually make gas fireplaces particularly effective as supplemental heating.
During those January cold snaps when outdoor temperatures hit -30°C for days at a time, running a gas fireplace in
your main living area allows you to lower your thermostat by 2-3 degrees while maintaining comfort in the rooms
you use most. At current ATCO Gas rates of approximately $3.50-$5.00 per GJ, operating a gas fireplace costs
roughly $0.50-$1.00 per hour — significantly cheaper than electric baseboard heating and often more cost-effective

than running your furnace constantly.
Sizing for Your Space

Proper BTU sizing is critical for effective heating in Calgary homes. A fireplace that's too small won't keep up during
severe cold, while an oversized unit will short-cycle and create uncomfortable temperature swings. As a general
rule, you need about 25-30 BTU per square foot for well-insulated newer homes, or 35-40 BTU per square foot for
older homes with less insulation. Factor in ceiling height, window area, and how open your floor plan is to adjacent

rooms.

Power Outage Backup
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One significant advantage for Calgary homeowners is that gas fireplaces with standing pilot lights or battery backup
ignition continue providing heat during winter power outages — a meaningful safety feature when your electric

furnace stops working and outdoor temperatures can drop rapidly in an unheated home.
Installation Considerations

Gas fireplace installation requires a gas permit from the City of Calgary and must be performed by a licensed gas
fitter. The unit needs proper direct-vent installation through an exterior wall or roof, plus a gas line connection. Total
installed costs typically range from $4,000-$8,000 depending on the unit size, venting requirements, and finishing

work.
When to Consider Whole-Home Solutions

If you're looking to heat your entire Calgary home with gas, consider a high-efficiency gas furnace upgrade instead,
or explore installing multiple gas fireplaces in key zones. Some homeowners install a primary gas fireplace in the

main living area plus a smaller unit in the master bedroom or family room for comprehensive zone heating.

Need help finding a fireplace installer to properly size and install a gas fireplace for your Calgary home? Calgary

Fireplaces can match you with local professionals for free estimates through the Calgary Construction Network.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

New Earth Waste Services Ltd

Venkor Group Inc

Calgary Garage Builders Ltd

Dealtwith.

View all contractors ?

Q29
What are the venting options for a gas fireplace on an interior wall in Calgary?

Gas fireplaces on interior walls in Calgary have two main venting options: horizontal direct-vent through an

exterior wall, or vertical direct-vent up through the roof. Both use sealed combustion systems that draw air
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from outside and exhaust combustion gases outside, making them safe and efficient for Calgary's tight, well-

insulated homes.

Horizontal direct-vent is the most popular choice for interior wall installations because it's typically less
expensive and simpler to install. The fireplace connects to a coaxial vent pipe that runs horizontally through the
nearest exterior wall. The outer pipe brings fresh combustion air in while the inner pipe exhausts combustion gases
out. You'll need at least 12 inches of clearance from windows, doors, or air intakes, and the vent terminal must be
positioned to prevent snow blockage during Calgary's heavy winter storms. Installation costs typically run $3,500-

$6,000 including the fireplace unit, venting, and gas line connection.

Vertical direct-vent runs up through the roof and works well when horizontal venting isn't practical due to
structural obstacles or exterior clearance issues. The vent pipe travels up through the ceiling, attic space, and roof
with proper flashing and storm collar to handle Calgary's extreme weather conditions. This option costs more
($4,500-$7,500) due to the additional vent pipe, roof penetration work, and potential ceiling/attic modifications, but it

provides more flexibility in fireplace placement and eliminates any exterior wall restrictions.

Calgary's chinook winds create unique considerations for both venting options. Horizontal vents should
include wind-resistant termination caps to prevent backdrafting during rapid pressure changes. Vertical vents
benefit from wind-directional caps that automatically adjust to wind direction. The extreme temperature swings from
chinooks also stress vent pipe joints, so proper support and expansion accommodation are critical during

installation.

Both venting options require a gas permit from the City of Calgary and inspection by a Safety Codes Officer.
The gas line connection must be done by a licensed gas fitter. ATCO Gas is readily available throughout Calgary,
making gas fireplaces cost-effective to operate at roughly $0.50-$1.00 per hour during those long winter months

from October through April.

Vent-free gas fireplaces are technically an option but not recommended for interior walls in modern Calgary
homes. While they don't require venting, they exhaust combustion products directly into the room and are restricted
from bedrooms under the Alberta Building Code. For interior locations where indoor air quality matters, direct-vent

is always the better choice.

Need help finding a fireplace installer? Calgary Fireplaces can match you with local contractors who specialize in

interior wall installations and understand Calgary's specific venting requirements and permit process.

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:
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K&S CHIMNEY SERVICES

Wise Abatement

Royland Stucco

Mike’s Restoration Service

¢ Alpine Exteriors siding and roofing

View all contractors ?

Disclaimer: This guide is provided for informational purposes only by Calgary Fireplaces. It does not constitute professional
advice. Always consult qualified, licensed contractors and your local building authority before starting any fireplace project.
Information is current as of May 10, 2026 and may change. Visit calgaryfireplaces.com for the latest answers.
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